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CHAPTER XII 806 

t THE STRUGGLE FOR CONTROL OF HIS MEDIUM 

1797 Aetat.26 

The datly tntercourse,the free and easy because simple life, the 

full friendship and fraternity, the stimulating intellectual and 

literary atmosphere,are graphically presented in the Memoirs kept by 

Elihu Hubbard Smith. The entries continue:: 

Monday 2 Ja.nuary:•ch.B.Brown came in while we were at 
breakfast •••• Found Brown here,when we came home.• 
~ January:"Alsop and Ch.B.Brown here." 
6 January:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here.• 
7 Ja.nuary:"Alsop here,several times,and Brown and Dingleyl 
•.•• The even1ng,be1ng Club n1ght--Dunl~p•s turn--at his 
house--a thin meeting. Present,Brown,Dunlap,Smith,tbe 
Woolseys. Two alarms of fire which proved to be only from 
chilli!leys did not contribute to our amusement. Trifling 
conversation,for the most part.•· 
Monday 9 January:•Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here ••• Alsop 
here .... Dr.M1tch111,Mr.M1ller,Brown and Alsop all here, 
in the afternoon.• 

The next day•s record f1Lds our author in Smith's and Johnson's 

apartments reading as well as breakfasting or calling or writi~g. 

It seems that Mrs.Lovegrove had sent to Smith a lot of books to be 

sold at auction and the three intimates of 13 Cedar street took ad-

vantage of their presence to read what appe3led to them. Dunlap, 

Alsop and Brown had been in for visits and when Smith returned from 

the professional calls which took him out for a short time he found 

Mrs.I.ovegrove's copy of Wieland's Don Sylvia lying on the floor. 

l Am~sa D1ngley the p~ys1c1an and surgeon of 42 GolQ street,who~ Smith 
tr~~uently assisted professionally. Dunlap's diary ~October 1798 
speaks of him only as Johnson's friend. 21 September he was reported 
.dead of the yellow fever, denied on the 23rd and confirmed on the 24t~. 
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A stully of Brown• s Wieland will show some details which ma.v have 

echoed from Wieland's Don_Sylvio but when the real sources which we 

have found are studied it is probable Brown was not indebted to that 

work. Don Sylvia may have directed his attention to Scudery•s Grand 

Cyrus, 1 t ma.v ha.ve suggested the finding of the portra.1 t used 1n Arthur 

Mervyn, it may have strengthened in his mind tbe fascination for trap 

doors and the supernatural especially as material for prose fiction. 

If he did read the book it must have been to him more than a passing 

interest. 

The record goes on: 

Wednesday 11 January:uch.B.Brown breakfasted here •.•• rt 
ratried this evening and Ch.B•Brown spent it with us. Dis­
course on the id.ea of God. Theism a.n1 atheism." 

Tuesday•s reading of that book by Wieland and Wednesday!s discussion 

of the idea of God are not very far from part of the foundation of 

Brown• s Wieland. 

Sm1th 1s entries continue: 

Thursday 12 January:"Ch.B.Brown here. Dunlap came in, 
a.nd,witb him,James Brown--Charles• brother, from Phil­
~delphia. He sat here an hour ..•• Dir.gley here •..• before he 
werl t away, Charle a ~nd. Ja.tn~ s Brown ca.me in, md the l::is t 
stayed till 7,1n the evenir.g;the former till 9.u 
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It appears that Brown's brother James,1r. spite of his business 

life was not a1' all an uncongenial sp·irit at Cedar street{ he 
l'U-<!f2.l~ 

w3.s tarsr dtt• heartily by the group '3..."'ld n:.ust have 1iHil&R a'Ble te 
1\ 

takd{,back to tile old home tn Ph1laclelph1a a ~~ii. ptcture or 

the New York life of our author. '1-t ~ k04-L ~ (.if ~ 
k i>-t~'{ ~~ la.~, ~o. ~ ~ . 

Friday 13 January: .. Ch.B • .Brown and ·James Brown break­
fasted here. Dunlap car.ie 1n,aft·er breakfast. It was 
11 when I sat clown to ·1abor-.- .• I went to Dunlap's. He, 
Charles and I walked out or town,and it was after 4-
when we returned • .uunlap came home with me. James 
Brown ca.me in;'.Uld sat till 6,when he·3.nd Johnson 
went to the Theatre.• 
11+ Jmu:-i.ry:"Ch.B.Brown and James Brown were,also, 
here. The former, in the afternoon ..• This being 
Clue night,and Jobnson•a turn, th~ members were to 
meet here. It has been rainy,~11 d~y;and r~ined 
hard,ir. the beginning of the evening. Present,Brown, 
Dunlap, J-Jhr.son, :1nd Smith. Jonnson read the three 
r:rst lectures from the second volume of David 
Williarr.s:--much to our pleasure. Dunlap read us 
some passages from his play,on which he has been 
employed,at intervals,so long--and which, I believe, 
he designs to call uThe Fall of Robespierre 11 2-­
what he read was pleasing.u 

1 :01.vii Wil1i.J.if:3 'N1..3 th~ foun·:er of th·? ?.oy·-tl Liter·try E"und. His 
-oo--:·~.: -~~·1:'t- t.t·7-~ t~:?n ~cr0t1:;r1t t0 t·n.::i 1tt·:-1rltion ·~f -~ro·Nr1 t!lrl his 
:r:.:-·:r.13 ·::,'.t t{>- f1,c7J t":i1.t i~J~i:-1.:; :i. cr13~3 ir1 177h Fr·ir1~(11r .. fL°td 
fo't.:-: •, :""0;:=: · 1.r. Tl.111 :i.:i:.?' r.rY.13~. Tt1"" ·.·'):..~~< r"'f""':-r,,:. tr:> 13 
:#:::;·~r~r~tl.Y t:--.- I_J:-:~~~-t~~c,~:3 0li tn··'. ~~1_:·v_4 ~-~_1,]: £r·:nc;_ipJ:?3_ t~:1 ~~~i--!_§. 
of~_F2~i:z"!.or1 _-L:-i..:. :i_i.~r--L~it:f ."-'r:~. 1 .. '~.L typ~~tF~ .. '11779 ir1 t~,,vo i.,~01urr1t:-s. 
':::'h~' C'td.rt<J"':'"'cr r:,~· t:-1 ..... 'Nori< ·11-is '.l:;Jpropr:.t:--=- to t:1i3 tL,..., ()f 

r;:li:,iou-~ ..:.'~bit~-~ . .:o .. -:-.. inU~!'·'3t.lri.g d7t·1il of' ·.\'1111·113 1 life is 
tr:·it h·":) org-miz"~d 1 cluo t.0 ··c:t.~h Fri.n~lir. \;:::lor.g"'<!. Tl".<-­
:1.~.ll(l·"":.'.'S -,0r~ r~n.i.ri<::~r.i for :tt-=>i!' ~:-:1,51-:0.:: to i,tt'3nd crmrch. 

2 Tj·3~1·t2.ly t.,: 1r;~~: -L.Y t::-~ ~~.i.:L'~ ·1lcr1:~ -i.n_.-i 3 iii tt:· r.1:.-r·' Ceer!. u11·1.ctt:~d. 



15 Ja.nuary:•ch.B.Brown a.n~ James Brown here. Willi~ and I 
called at H.Johnson•s;and dined.,and spent the afternoon 
with James Brown at s.Johnson•s ••• r went to w.w.woolsey•s. 
I found Ch.B.Brown there. Soon after Dr.Dwight1came in. 
we had--all of us--a long, various ,and interest 1ng' conver­
sation;and parted at lo.• 

, Jinday 16 January: "Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us ••• James 
· own came to see us. He goes to Philadelphia to-day.• 

That little tive days visit of James Brown to New York and Brown's 

circle meant more for our author than me;-e aocta1 delight. It should 

2 
be remembered that James was a.n. eldeY or his brothers. He was the 

financial and directing head of the family affairs. That he found 

his younger brother, the author,in a set of gentlemen of serious 

mind and industrious habits, that they were not as may have been 

thought,a set of jovial dandies lolling in the arms of luxury or 

much wor.se, was probably a great force for the continuance of our 

author in the line of action he l'la.d .chosen for himself. From this 

time forth we can count on James Brown as a zealous supporter of 

Brown in all that he would undertake. 

Though that entry of smith's only mentions James Brown as planning 

to return to Philadelphia, it is more th1.n probable that Brown himself 

went there with him,or else that he shortly after followed him. The 

gap in Smith's Memoirs is however filled by another sort of material. 

2 In 1797 J:w,,-03 liv'~u 1t 119 South Seconci street. 
1 'Zi:1.o:h.y Dwight, ,vhos·:? pr2J.chine in 1801 'N~ sh:111 find di.3-

pl-?3.s~d BTo'~·T1. 



O?r Monday 16 January 1797 ~t the John Street Theatre in New 

York John Blair Linn's Bourville Castle;or the Gallic Orphan was 

1 
played tor the tirst time. So far as we .know the work has never 

been published and there·is no trace of the manuscript which may 

2 
have been destroyed. 

To us the notable part or this otherwise unimportant play is in 

the manusoript,tor ~rown assisted .DUnlap in correcting it and 

writing out the parts for the players. 

The l~ January Minerva announced it thus 

"Eourville castle;or the Gallic orphan. Written by a 
young Gentleman of th~s C1ty,music composed and compiled 
by Carr,--accompanlmenta by ~elisier.3 A serious drama. 
First presentation Honday evening January 16. By Old 
American company. 

Characters. 
Charles Bourv111e 
GuthrUm. 
.Bern.~rd. 
William 
Strabo 
Huntsmen,Messra.seymour,Lee 
Alfred 
Marcia 

Mr.Hodgkinson 
Mr.Crosby 
Mr .Jefferson~ 
Mr.Macgrath 
1lr • i.fl.ln to 
&: c. 
Mr. 'l'Yler 
Mrs.Tyler 
Mrs.Hodgkinson and Julia 

Box 8s Pit 6a Gallery ~a 6:30 interspersed with songs. 11 

The same newapaper,wh1ch we should remember was one anti-slavery 

1 The first production was S 1J.c:ceeded by a f1.r1~e c~lled Moq_e_m An_t1ques. 
The seeon:1 -.v:-1.s on F::'it1'~.Y ev~ning 20 Ji::rJ.a.:ry. !t had a prologue 
s:po~:.::.n ti:-r ~r. iJ>irt in m'.i : he f:-i:::-n13 fo ll::>w~ng w·-ls All th._e_ Wo_z:.J,.j.___'_~ a 
st~5.E:· Thi? thirl pro-:!1..H~t.io:1 N:-13 a.ut::-ior's night Wed.nesda.y 25 Jan-:..rn.r:r, 
with m·::? p-!."'")logue an.1 :he f;i!'ce 'l"'LQ. §tri_n..:t_s_ tq_ yq_ur Bo_:_"!,. 

2 Smi '.': :i l"tZ:"-i.\.1. 1 t 28 FebrU'-i:.:".Y. 
3 Pt?l"L~ tP.r wai3 '~Vid.ently pop·11a.r wt :h the young play-.vrights of Brown's 

circle. ·.ve h:1v"~ deen Smith's Zdwln ·'lnd_ An.M_lJ~fL~ ::ilso had his 
ass 1 sta.""lce. 



organ in which Elihu Hubbard smith had an intP-rest,also contained 

a critical notice of the production as follows: 

"Un Monday night was performed a serious Drarna,inter­
spcraed with songs,called :sourville Castle,or the 
Gallic Orphan. It is said to be written by a young 
Gentleman of this City,when not more than sixteen years 
of ~ge. Whether it was owing to the title or to some 
other cause,is unknown,but it drew a far more crowded 
house than generally happens in this city on the first· 
performance of an American production.--Its reception 
was warm and flattering.--And in fact it justly deserved 
all the applause that was bestowed upon it. The plot is 
simple,but interesting.--The circumstances attending 
it are supposed to have taken place in the days or 
comparative rudeneas;when Europe had not yet emerged 
from the gloom of Barbarous 1gnorance;and unfolds 
one of those solemn and affecting scenes which so 
greatly abound in Gothic story. It is the tale of 
injured innocence and murdered greatness,and is told 
with gre~t beauty,affecting aimplicity,nay often with 
uncommon pathos. Not one incident is redundant;but· 
all are more or less 9onnected with the subjeot and 
seem naturally to flow from it. The characters are 
such as the plot naturally suggests--They are happily 
selected,finely executed and supported in an admirable 
manner.--Charlea .Bourv111e the Hero of the Drama is an 
a.miable,and exalted Youth. How does his soul melt with 
ten~er pity at the tale of murder,a.nd how terribly 
does it swell with indignant rage at the discovery of 
damning villiany--He is one of those chef-d'oeuvres, 
in drrunat1c composition,wh1ch·exc1te admiration tor 
their majesty and dignity, but do not diagust for their 
overwrought and unnatural construction. The style is 
elegant and highly musical in some pa.rts;tho by no 
means deficient in manliness and vigor. The sentimenta 
are noble and grand, but mixed with tenderness and 
delightful melancholy. They breathe the spirit of 
Christian philanthropy and morality--Upon the whole, 
tho 1t would be "outstepping the modesty of nature•1 
to call .Bourville Castle a production equal to 
Shakespeare•s,yet it is but the Just tribute of merit 
to say that considering the author's yea.rs, it is a 
masterly dramatic composition;and contains every 
requisite,both as to sentiment as well as to music and 
scenery, to excite the feeling approbation of an audi­
ence. 

It would be unjust not to say something about the 
acting of Bourville Ca.stle:all the praise must not 
be lavi~hed on the composition,for the performance 
calls also for its justly merited share. The actors 
111 general performed their parts admirably well. 
Hodgkinson was excellent in Charles; in scarcely any 

1 :-:3.::!__l.£=:,Act 3,se.11: 11 0 1 eratep not ti12 mo,1~sty o!' nature." 
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character has he shone much more conspicuous. Crosby, 
U1 Guthrum,was generally Just and sometimes masterly~ 
ane th1ng,however,1t will be well for him to keep ia 
memory:wThat he did not know his part sufficiently 
accurate". M:unto in Strabo excelled himself. The ex­
pression of his countenance,however,was not sufficiently 
characteristical. He ought to have assumed a more 
grim and dark appearance. It ~a unnecessary to mention 
more na.mes:suffice it to say,that all the actors 
performed their parts in such a manner as deservedly 
acquired the warmest and loudest applause." 

While not of importance it is interesting to notice that Brown 

may l'la.ve written that criticism of the play. Besides the external 

evidence,wh1ch points to this conclusion, if we remember that 

Dunlap had once asked him to write his opinion of one of his 

plays,the fact tna.t the Hamlet quotation is incorrect,and all 

the familiar characteristics or style,d1ction and construction 

would indic~te Brown as the probable author •. 



AccDrding to smith's Memoirs (I) Brown must have been out of town 

for some days after his brother left New York on the 16th. The next 

we hear of him is on saturday the twenty-first,when smith makes this 

·entry: 

"In the even1ng,rece1ved a short letter from Ch.B.Brown.• 

J'ust when Brown returned to New York we do not know. The next entry 

of smith's shows us our author back in his old haunts of Cedar street. 

Smith's records go on: 

Bunday 29 January:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us." 
30 January:"Crr.B.Brown here and Dunlap twice. The former 
read me some pages of his journal;the latter,read me some 
passages lately written,from his 'Fall of Robesp1erreM;: 
arLd left with me his litt·le opera of "Sterne•s M:a.r1a"~-­
wh1ch I went over with great pleasure. These friends were 
here in the atternoon--and w.w.woolsey. 11 

31· Jtn.uary:"Ch.B.Brown he:re,1n the afternoon,and DUnlap." 
1 February: "Ch.B.Brown here ,mast or the day; and quite sick 
in the evening, from 1nd1gest1on,a.nd consequent cholera-­
induced by clams for dinner. 11 

2 February:"Ch.B.Brown was much better to-day •••• Ch.B.Brown; 
as usual,spent most of the day here. we conversed, two hours, 
in the evening. 11 

4 February: 11 Found Ch.B.Brown here when I returned--Conver­
sation •••• Found Charles here,reading "Camilla" when I came 
home." 

1 Sterne's M~ria;or The Vintage,pl~yed two yearR later,14 January. 



cam111a
1

13 not the only Qse- Qt JUi8 Burney// epistolary nove1/ which 

Ati ~-r-
we know Brown read but this record &! Ma "'ading it is .as.. ear1A_ ae-

acquaintance with her work.~...we n~ve fe'tlud: lib to haoe 11 .. M. It is 
• 

interesting because 1t m~y have had an influence on Jane Talbot to the 

extent of tao agtiea of Lionel and Camilla suggesting the supply~ of 

funds to the brother of Jane. Possibly one na.me,Westwyn,~ used in 

ormond,may nave lingered 1n Brown's memorY, tfem i~ie fte~el+ But the 

/ IJ& tno~ 
most 1mporta."'lt etfect......._)l is probably to be found in ;Ut& f:tet that 

Brovm :ippeara to have ta.ken warning from the preposterous length of 

·~ ~ 
Mias Burney 1 3 novels so that when he came to wr1 te ~ ep1stolaru navel. 

A.~~J. 
fi:1M88!1::t' he .i't;iF~e.d:- off W! th at leas\ iAe ftcga:ttvs ti h t•:te et ae• tiring 

his re.ade r •. 

1 A ~ooy of the :~.Y •. rorx .. Bull 1797 ,~1:.:10:-. i:L ·nrr,:J -.roLuws ~on­
t:1L1$~ the fi.1.iil'23 of :?.:.L.B0"{·:l "'l..'l.:1 ~'l.n BAU.:H~;"![1.,:~iJ (?) i'i irAm.:>·~ 

.:r,iy jQi' p"'"~s.:.·Ji n'1"b>•· "1''1.i· .3o.Yd '.UJ,y b<? Smith's fr1en1 m2ntlo::1-
ec! 19 Fetru1.:"Y. '.fol. I rns thP n1.rn0 0a.mill:i on th~ front fly-l~af 

..aft4. ln --i :i.1.n·1"Nritir..g which -:1.ppea.ra to be Bro~m 1 a. 



5 February:uch.B.Brown here ••• William and I left Charles 
here,reading Camilla ••• Charles had. departed." . 
Monday 6 February:•ch.B.Brown(here) much of the day." 
7 February: "Ch.B.Brown here and Dingley." 
8 February:•ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us ••• Cha.rles here 
in the afternoon. u 

9 February: "Ch.B.Brown here." 
10 February:"Ch.B.Brown,in the atternoon,and evening till 
near 10. He read us,trom his journal,ot carlovinga &c." 

Ca,;~ia. 
'!'Mi reaftiftg was probably the 'Miiie work 1' we now know a.s the 

carrils an~t wll.l.ol:I we s1:1a11 J1ear rrore ill ""'"llieP fl;!.&ell i.11 

1J:!1 S WQT}bii~ t .1 t QH (rpm :ireWR 1 S.~ a:QliH8:1- -tS' '!l zwe~me•det-a:t:t=i" 

Smithlt eai~tes continues~ 

Saturd:1y 11 February:''Brown here,forenoon and afternoon. 
We read together,with new admiration and delight Milton's 
Hymn on the Nativity+and his two best Sonnets "The Great 
Ema.th1an conqueror";2and."I waked.,she r1ed,&c.u3 •••• we have 
had no regular Club for some weeks;owing to various c1rcum­
stances;but are to meet,in due form,at our house,next 
Saturday evening." 
12 Fe•ruary:"Ch.B.Brown here. we walked. on the Battery. 
The day was unusually tine. we then called at Mr.Riley•s. 
Johnson met us there and we all dined at s.Johnson•s. After 
dinner we walked out of town." . ~ t...L4- lt:. clJ .+~4..1;; 

~lf?'{d-'-1 ~.-£~ :..... ~ 1. "( ~ ~ 117 y 
The next entry Sh!";WS .- our autho_;/\ enterjn~ the dramatic field. "-.f..citi..., 

\ ~I; 
' ~t: 

. Havin "":-;~ ~l ~ eQgc;f,, 1,¥ • t Is 'ii.lit<> 11at .. ra;i, ll!&\'lill::, • r:z .L g, -.l . . A-- .L 
~~ ~ ~c 'J_, ..._;t-:;,\<.~ ~t,;t:i . .J... ..,-a~~• .... ~ri &tn 1A~ *A, 
~~ ~ ai~ ~i. The story is complete so rar as this trial goes 

.. ~-;:. A 
t.-~';J~ 

~~1J11'..o:\'~ and we shall allow sm1 th to tell 1 t. 

Monday 13 February:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us and has 
bPen here most of the day. He began to dramatise "Hermsprong"-­
a task which I had alloted for myself ,but which,s1nce he 
has undertaken it,I shall be spared the execution of. so 
much the better--! shall have the more time for other pur­
poses •••• Charles has,also,recommenCed his Philadelphia 
novel,so fiercely undertaken in the autumn of 1795·" 

1 On the Morning of Christ's NativitY· 
2 sonnet VIII:When the assault was intended to the city. 
3 Sonnet XXIII:On his deceased wife. 



we have seen Jobnson~a.nd probably Brown a.nd Sm1tb--read1ng Bage•s 

Hermsprong on 5 November 1796• Later 1t seems smith tntended to drama­

tize the story as a comedy. According to the details previously noticed, 

when dramatized by Brown it was to be a tragedy,but how that could 

have been done ia not clear. Tragedy or comedy 1 t has too many charao.;..:. · 

tere, several 1·mportant incidents th.1.t were impossible to the stage 1n 

Brown's days and because it 1a distinctively a novel ot manners 1t 

lacks much 1r not all dramatic effect. Brown's ultimate abandonment 

of it probably indicates that he soon found it was not within his powers 

to remold it for dr:uiat1c presentation. Like a combination of Far~uh~r•a 

Stage Coach a.n1 Goldsmith's She.Stoopc to Conquer, 1n the hands of 

some genius better versed than Brown in the drama,tt might be staged 

but if it were,Bage would not recognize his own child-· So far as the 

records go apparently it has never been done and Brown and Smith are 

the only ones who ever attempted it. 



What smtth calla Brown's Philadelphia novel is probably Sky Walk. 

Whether he at this time had thought of the new title,Edgar Huntly, 

is not clear or suggested. 

The usual tenor of life goes on: 

Tuesday 14- February: "Ch.B.Brown here most of the day,and 
all the evening •••• Charles has been all day,writing verses. 
He read them to us--after a sad manner,this evening. He also 
read what he has composed ot his novel. William read what he 
has written in his Journal;and I the contents of mine,from 
th.a time of my setting off tor Litchfield. We conversed." 

In his endeavor to gain possession of his medium Brown essayed 

verses as well as all the other forms ot literary effort. So far 

as we know the verses mentioned here by smith have not been identifed. 

Wednesday 15 February:"Ch.B.Brown here,all :.ttay,writing. 11 

16 February: "Ch.B.Erown has been here most or the day--wri ting." 
17 February:"Ch.B.Brown here,all clay writing." 
18 February:"No club ••• Ch.B.Brown here,most of the day, 
writing." 
19 February:"Brown here and Boyd and Dr.M1tchill. Charles 
and I walked. 11

•· 

20 February: "Ch.B.Brown writing here ,most of the day. 11 

22 February:"Ch.B.Brown here writing." 
23 February: "Brown here ,as usual. 11 

Friday 24- February: "Brown here, writing." 
25 February:" our Club,seems nearly annihilated. Yet I still 
encourage a belief,that when Kent and Dunlap return,we shall, 
o::-~ce more assemble; and proceed with, at least, our usual spirit." 
26 February:"Brown slept with me. We had multifarious and 
interesting conversation." 
27 February: 11 Ch.B.Brown here,moat of the day,writ1ng ••••• Th1s 
cr1que1on Mrs.D'Arblay•s "Camilla" perfectly corresponds 
with ;"!ly sentiments,and those or friends Johnson and Brown." 

1 All 0~1r a.:t.ara:pto to fin·:l 1t have been in va.ln. 



Smith's records go on but not in the usual manner. 

Tuesday 28 February:"Brown here. Spent the evening at 
S.Johnson•s. Mrs.Lovegrove,Mrs.and Miss Wilkinson,Miss S. 
Morton,Miss 8edgw1ck,St1llman,Howlandl&c.,Mr.Gahn,Morton, 
w.Johnson and I there. We accompanied some or the ladies 
home;and sat half an hour at Mrs.Morton's." 

Whether Brown was of that party is not clear. From the company it 

will appear later that he may have been. 

Wednesday l March: "Ch.B.Brown here." 
2 Yarch:"Ch.B.Brown here,as usual." 
6 March:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here. A reverie,after break­
fast,which idly occupied my mind till I was called out." 
8 March:"Ch.B.Brown spends great part of every day here-­
writing,&c.11 
11 March:"Charles tells me he is going to Philadelphia 
this next week. This resolution is sudden--but fortunate ••• 
The Club was revived this evening and convened at our house. 
Present,Brown,Johnson,Kent,Smith,and the Woolseys." 
Monday 13 March:uch.B.Brown breakfasted with us. 

With so many breakfasts eaten together that entry or the 13th. 

falls into insignificance. Probably the greatest event or the day 

was the fact that smith's and Johnson's landlord served notice on 

them that they would have to vacate the lodgings they occupied at 

13 Cedar street. It was great in that it lead up to an event of the 

uTh\ost importance to our author,an event which we shall not anttc1pa~e. 

Smith's Memoir continues: 

Thursday 16 March:"Charles determined to set off for Phil­
adelphia to-day. I called ineffectually,on Miss Collins, 
an1j then went to Dunlap to assist Brown in his preparations •••• 
I wrote a few lines to Joseph Bringhurat--Charles too~his 
leave. He went away,apparently,not with the best spi~its. 
I rear he will effect but little, in Philadelphia."· 

1 Abig":l.11 Howland later wife of G.M. Wool.se.y. 



Etl6 A 

Though several young ladies had come into the lite of his 

New York friends Brown's errand to Philadelphia had no relation 

to them. On the 11th. smith spoke of his plan to go as sudden, 

but rortunate--which we know did not mean that he was glad to have 

him go. Now when he actually does go a.nd is not in good temper 

reasonable explanation er 81.<i t»1~ is t~ii PQ1aie4 •e &is 

'A'i1'1!t'l:ga P!'&iQatiJy(efforts were being ma.de to find regular ~'- f c.._,'tz. 

literary employment. 
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From Brown's letter to Dunla.p,dated 1 January 1798,it would appear 

he parted from Dunlap about February of 1797,after having lived with 

him at New York and Perth Amboy ever since about September 1796;but 

from Smith's memoir we must conclude that it was at least late 1n 

March when he went back to Philadelphia to visit his family. 

As soon as Brown had gone Smith found time idle on his hands so he 

returned to the dr:unatization of Hermsprong. Of course our author had 

given the diarist the idea that he would never attempt to complete 1t 

so the theme was a.gain Smith's own to do with it as he saw fit. 

Smith received a letter from Brown on the 23rd of March and on the 

28th. he recorded:. 

"Mr.Gahn saw Ch.E.Brown in Philadelphia. a.nd Mr.I.3.ffert. 
Foth were we11.• 

On the 17th. of April Smith wrote and tra.nscriced the following 

letter to Bro·Nn. 
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To Charles Brockden Brown 
Did you think a mere note of business more wortby of the 

clerk of a counting-house than ~ a benevolent friend,suff­
ic1ent for those you .1ert behind,tba.t you have mettr..e~ 
solicited the continu:ulce of the correspondence of either, 
or replied to him who snatched a few minutes from the 
pressure of accumulatir.g occupations to wr1te to you? I say 
nothing of myself,because,ignora.nt as you are of the causes 
of my s11ence,you may think me equally reprehensible--but 
what will you answer respecting the Dunlaps a.nd Reulet? He,. 
the last,haa called here,repeatedly,in the vain exp~ctat1on 
of hearing from you,of receiving the promised but neglected 
letter. He even forgets the philosop~y of his character,a.nd 
the gestures or his surprise proclaim him,not a Bwiss,but 
a Frenct.ima.n. If you have a.ny good reason for this delay, 
let us have it. I long to be able to justify you to myself 
and to our friends. If you have employed your time better 
than in writing to us,I shall rejoice. But,pa.rdon the sin­
cerity of ~Y rrtendship,I rear it. 

Now for information which may be more pleasant to you 
thm this reproof. Dunlap and I sh3.ll be with you in about 
a fortnight;i.e. we shall be in Philadelphia. we expect to 
spend a week or ten 'days there. I wish you may impart this 
ir.telligence,seasonably,to Joseph;ao that,1f poss1ble,he 
may continue to meet us. To see h1m,w111 greatly enhance 
the pleasure of our stay. 

You. ma.y have heard of the revolutions in our theatre. I 
rear they are lL:<ely to 3.ft'ect our friends 1 welfare. At 
present,all is contusion and u..~certainty. He ha.s lately 
received ~ letter from Holcroft;--and such a letter--but 
you will see it,when we meet. There are pretensions in it 
which make me tremble. I see nothing like tt;and dread 
lest t.;.e irr.pose upon hirr.self and us. 

Rememtr'.mces to a.11 friends. How are they? I purpose to 
send this by Rev•a Mr.Miller. 

Mcnd~y April 17 1797. 
Pine Street No.~5.N.Y. 1 

E.H.Sm1th. 

1 S!T11th h:id :nov8l fro<L 13 Ced=~:: street '.'.ln t:i.::: 13th. 0r April. 
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The plan of Dunlap and Smith to go to Philadelphia was made because 

they ha.d been sele·cted as the New York society delegates to the fourth 

1 
convention for the abolition of slavery. Brown at this time did not 

have a house of his own where he could offer them rooms but stopping 

at his father's home he could receive their c~lls. As will presently 

be seen the three spent much of their time together there. 

The letter of Holcroft mentioned in such cryptic language is of 

importance to Brown and at the sa.me time is so full of literary wisdom 

2 
and worldly intelligence it must be drawn from its obscurity and quoted 

at length as an exam~le of the interests of Brown and his friends. 

1 In Poulson 1 s pub 11 cat ion of' the Pt_oceed_.1ngs they were 11 s ted a.s two 
of' :rie five delegates :md :-lttended all tte rr;eettngs. Samuel L~th1.m 
!Htc::-:111 was mother of the deleg:-ltes,being present May 5,8,9. Thomas 
P.Cope wa.s tte secret3.ry and ma.~e his report 3.t the latest session. 
The meetings were r.eld in the Senate ch-1..:tber a.s fellows :M3.Y 3 (Wed­
nesdg.y )--10 A.M.;4--10 .A.M.;5--3 P.M.;8(Mond3.y)--3 P.M.;9--10 A.M. 
The Philadelp:t111 membership was 591. Brown was probably a me:r;ber but 
he d11 not attend the convention. 

2 Dunlap published 1 t in his Am~rica.n Theatre pp.159-60. It is appar­
ently U.'1.known to Holcroft• s editors ar~:i b iogr i.phers. 
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Holcroft w·,is 1.n intimate of Godwin, he was interested in ideals 

of society,wa.a a well known novelist a.s well as dra.rnatist;in fact 

was a proreastonal man of letters. His play the Road to Ruin,which 

established his fame and still preserves his 1mmortality,as we 

have related,had been seen by ~rown and his fttends.J October 1796. 

The letter reads: 

'To Mr • .JJUnla.p. 
Dear Sir, 

I received. your last letters dated May and 
October;as I had done others some months ago,tn which 
you wished me to read your manuscripts. Your friend, 
Mr.Brewer,offered to put these manuscripts into my 
hands;this I declined,and I will state my motives. 

The re,1ding of manuscripts I have found to be at tended 
with danger. I once read two ~cts of a manuscript play, 
and wa.s afterwards accused of having purloined one of 
the characters.The accusation had some semblance of 
truth:latent ideas floated in ~Y mind,and there were 
two or three traits ~n the character drawn by me simi­
lar to the one I had read;though I was very unconscious 
of this when I wrote the character. 

A still more potent reason is the improbability of 
good that is to result from reading manuscripts. To 
read caretully,exarnine conscientiously,a.wt detail 
with perspicuity the errors which the judgment of a 
critic might think deserving of a.mendrnent,is a labor­
ious task:it devours time and fatigues the mind,a.nd 
but seldom to a.ny good purpose. ~ooks of criticism 
a.bou.."":d,a.n1 may be consulted by an author who is. anxious 
to improve. I grant that the critic~l remarks of a 
friend may be of gre:1t service. If a. man have a.ttatned 
th:1t elegance of c11ct1on,depth of penetratton,and 
strength of feeling which constitute genius,to criti­
cise hts works before they are presented to the public, 
may be a. useful and a. dignified ta.sk. Men acqutre these 
high qualities gradually,when compelled by that rest­
less desire which is incessant in its endeavours after 
excellence;and for these gradations the books already 
written 3.re,in my opinton,sufficient. Your friend ga.ve 
me William Tell to rea.d: Lt proves you have ma.de some 
progress:but it likewise proves,as far ~s I am a. judge, 
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that much remains for you to accomplish. Common thoughts, 
common ch~r~cters,and common sensations 1 have little 
attraction:we must soar beyond them,or be contented to 
walk th~ earth and Join the crowd. Far be it from me to 
discourage those efforts of mind in which I delight:but 
far be 1t from me to deceive. If you would attain the high 
gifts after which you so virtuously aspire,your perserver­
a.nce muat be energetic and unremitting. I consider America 
as unt4"rorable to genius :not from any qualities of air, 
earth,or water:but because the efforts of mind are neither 
so grea.t,so numerous,or so urgent as in England or Era.nee. 

You wish for an independence. That man is independent whose 
mind is prep~red to meet all fortunes,ana be happy under 
the worat;:who ia conec1ous that industry 1n any country 
will supply the very few real wants of his species;and 
who,while he can enjoy the delicacies of taste as exqui­
sitely as a glutton,can transfer that luxury by the 
activity or his mind and body to the simplest viands. 
FNery other man is a slave, though he were more wealthy 
than Midas •. 

I send you my na.rrative,2 but am surprised that there 
shoula be any difficulty in yrocuring it at New York. To 
a bookse11er,the conve~ance of such things is familiar 
a.nd easy;to a.n individual it has the inconvenience of 
calling his attention to trifles,and disturbing his ordin­
ary progress. I .;un not certJ.in that the man of literature 
is not benefitted by these little jolts that awaken him, 
O'r rather endeavours to a.waken:but I know from exper­
ience he is very unwilling to notice them, they therefore 
easily slip his memory. This is the reason that I did 
not send it before as you desired. 

With respect to the stage, it is a question which can­
not be effectually discussed in a letter:but I have no 
doubt whatever or its high moral tendency. Neither,in my 
optnton,wa.s Rousseau right relative to Genoa;for that, 
which 1a in itself essentially good,will,as I suppose, 
be good ~t ~11 times and in all places. 

Lon~on.Newma.n-street, 
~ecember lOth.1796.u 

\ 

T.Holcroft. 

After readin~~he letter Dunlap's wounded vanity distorted any 

judgment he had and nullified a.ny knowledge or the meaning of 

Holcroft.ts ·Rords so that he missed 1 ts greatest value. What Hrown 

1 Tr .. :• -plt"! o.::ly ::~3 :s C' rc'-i.:i t 1) P'=-~·e>i7'~ t'.1" tr 11t~'1 of ti'J.f' criti­
~i.s: ... ::-.3:"-i:i G~· :1:.<ins o:·r~:na~ 0un11.:1 shOi.l:·::. tl.1.7'. l•1:rii:t·-"rl tnJ.t 

2 A '; l_::r i_t)._'r_-"_ q_:~ :._1-~:a r_e_J,_~~l:_:;_g t.r) i_~r_o_.s_-::_iJ_~t_l_o_n __ :~')_.;.-:_ t!_i_;_tl ~~-e~~3_on, 
ctc. 1 2 u~rt~ 1 Lonio~ 1795. 



thought of it Smith does not tell us but ii Elema.au a very 818 c 

slight ~ 
A acquaintance w1 th his character 1'e perceive ~ he could "'fte.t 

koi\\.~!l 
nave thought 1 t 9RY1i~i~ less than re1Il3.rka.'bly valua.'ble. Coming 

from a man who h3d worked his way from the lower ranks of society 

to the hetgths of literary fame the letter must have given Brown 

A& lit~ courage and confidence. Its absolutely sound literary 

ethics ts enough to recommend it to any writer. 

Ten days after Smith's letter to Brown an answer from Brown was 

received by Smith. The day following he 9111Q ~Rl~ went to Prince-

ton ana the next day on to Philadelphia. The memoir gives the 

details of the v1s1 t: 

Saturday 29 April:"(Afternoon) We called on C • .H • .Hrown. 
He spent the evening with us--till 10. we sat up late-­
conversing." 
30 Apr11:uBrown called in the morning. Afternoon I 
was at his father•s ••.• In the evening called on C.B. 
Brown •.• wrote a few lines to Bringhurst." 
i-:_ua.y: 11 Ca11ec1 on Ch.B.Brown. we v1ent to Cope•s--to 
see Yra.Robinson--formerly Kiss Atmore;and Mr. and 
lira.Paxon. He was not at home ••.• dined with Charles 
and read Joseph's letter. 11 

The accrount ~f Brown as given by Smith ts for the next week 

~J 
to oe supplement~d by some notes by Dunlap;\ In his History of the 

Amertca.n Th~~~~E!.~'M gives a few glimpses of our authof Jw"ftich we 

sJ:rnll flt ll'"l wtt.b: t~se g' .. re;a "ey Bmtth. 
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For TUesday 2 May ,Dunlap says: 

"Charles Brockden ~rown was now at home in his tather•s 
houselin Philadelphia ••. went by appointment and drank 
tea with Charles. He showed me a letter from Joseph 
Bringhurst,1n which he gives his reason for being a 
Chr1st1a.n;the latter is highly pleasing and lovely. We wallc 
in the state-house yard,and thence into the library. Here 
I read with much pleasure a translation of Leonora.2 •• we 
leave the library to see the circus and eXh1bition of a 

J--''fJ French .e<p.iestrian( La.ilson~ )3· Smith joins and goes with us. 
The coup d 1 oe11 of the house,lights,and company were pleas-
1ng,but a pleasure fleeting in the extreme. Compare the 
pl.Saaures of yesterday l a day the writer had passed 
in the place of his nativ1ty,Perth Amboy),rambl1ng O'V'er 
meadows and clover t1elds,am1d orchards whose blossoms 
filled the air with fragrance,while birds or every kind 
warbled or wh!e.tled their expressions of happiness. to-day 
encircle~ in c:'t'~uge enclosure from which the light and air of 
heaven ts excluded,surrounded by beings like myself ,pretend­
in~o rat1onality,yet sitting hour after hour to see men 
and women, in fool's coata,display the gambols of the monkey 
as the highest attainment or their perservertng industry. 
we did not stay the show over •.• .i 

8m1th says: 

uAt Charles•~went wttn him to Joseph Bringhurst,and Armitt. 
Brown•s ..• Dunlap arriveu;and I with him and Ch.B.Brown 
went to Lailson•s Amphitheatre." 

For 3 May DUnlap writes: 

"8m1th and selr call on Brown. Bringhurst came hither from 
Wilmington yesterday:we cannot yet find him •• Volney is not 
1n town,so we are disappointed in our expected introduction 
to h1m •• We now find Bringhurst at Brown•s,and pass a very 
pleasant hour with him. Evening,Bringhurst and Brown called 
o~ us and staid until the hour appo1ntea for the meeting of 
the Convention." 

Smith gives the day br1efly,ttrus: 

"Dunlap and I called on Brown •. We returned to Brown and 
found ~ringhurst. Brown and Bringhurst with us, in the 
afternoon. 11 

1 11 7 Sou t:i s~ con~ st rAe t. 2 Leonor'l; £! TaV~, t r3.ns l;i. tAd from Bi~irger, 
.3 Thr: br:-tket . .., :1.r.;;: Dur1"!_;\p 1 s. Thi=:- Mo.Q_t...-1.l.Y M;ig__::1._3_1Jl?_,Vol.I,p. (Lon·jon,17%. 

162 in '1. Por_1;..r~~J!. o_:. ·~I!. ~i...5.(JJ1t. whieh we sh.:tll 11.acrlb~ to Brown, 
mentions a....'1. actress 1n L:~ilson 1 s pantomimes. M.L'iilson ca.me from 
Bostoi1 •'11th 9. French tro;_~p an1 openecl up at the co.!'ner of Fifth 
and Prune 3tr~et3,on 8 April. 



For ~May Dunlap records: 

"Dine at Brown• s, with Smith and .Bringnurst." 

smith gives us something more of the day: 

1 
"We went to see the Federal Frigate,now building here,wit.h 
'Mr,Tracy and Brown •••• (noon)Then I went and dined at Brown's 
with Dunlap and Bringhurst ••• Brown here." 

Fel" eeme ttneJc,l.a1R9'1 Naao.u Dunlap did not make any record for SUnday 

7 Ma.y,but Smith does,in the following manner: -

"Dunlap and I went to see Ch.B.Brown--where we tell into 
animated discussion on 11 Courage,Fortitude,Intrepid.ity &c." 11 

SimilsF~ Dunlap omits the 8th. of May,while smith says:: 

•Mitch111,.Dunlap,Brown and myaelf &c. &c. went to see the 
Jail--and spent two hours,with great satistact1on ••• Brown 
and I Yis1ted Strong ••• ! then (8 P._M •. ) called at Ch.B.Brown•s 
Mr.YcLa.ne•s (the brother in law·or Dr.Miller) and at the 
Paxson•s. The last not at home. I follow then to a Mr. 
Thompson's where were Jo3eph Bringhurst ~nd Mrs.Robinson. 
stayed till near 10. Joseph ca.me home with me. Bedded. at 12." 

Tuesd.ay 
ForA9 M~y Dunlap gives us some of their doings that Smith does not. 

"Rise about ~ o'clock,and Join Charles Brockden Brown 
about 6,ror the purpose of walking to Bartram•s Botanic 
Garden. we breakfasted at Gray•s Gardens,and then 
continued our walk. Arrived at the Botanist's Garden, 
we approached an old ma.n,who,with a rake in his hand, 
was breaking the clods of earth in a tulip bed. His 
hat was old a.nd flap-pea over his face,his coarse shirt 
was seen near his neck,as he wore no cravat or kerchief; 
his waistcoat and breeches were both of lea.ther,ancl 
his shoes were tied with leather strings. we approached 
an<1 accosted him. He ceased his work,a.nd entered into 
converstaion with the ease and politeness of nature's 
noolemen. His countenance was expressive of benignity 
a.nd happiness. This was the botanist,traveller,and 
philosopher we had come to see. He had pointed out 

u .;,-tzJ. <;ta.~ 
1 The r:i;:ee1d:en~one of six authorized 1794,when corai;leted wa.s of 

44 guns, 1576 tons. :ma QQit $220, 91 o .. ~ w~ Q~~~ ~ }J'1. 
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many curious.plants. He said there was in New-Jersey a 
third species· at azalea,somewhat like the vt~cosa;that 
atPassaic falls,his father Jolln Bartram and.him3elt 
had round in a shady hollow,near the cascade,a species 
at geranium;and it- the neighborhood, the larch tree. He 
had heard ot',but had never seen Wangenhe1m 1 s book. •1 

.Bartram• s Gardens were reached by walking up to Schuylkill 

Front street or Assheton street, thence along the Gray's Ferry 

Road and crossing the Schuylkill at the old terry. They must 

have returned shortly after for Dunlap attended the Abolition 

convention meP-ting at 10 o'clock. 

smith gives the happenings of the rest of the day: 

•Dunlap a.nd I visited the 11brary--Ch • .B.Brown and M. 
Cope were there •.• From this (Mrs .Levy's ) we vis..t ted 
Jlr.Cope. Charles was there.• 

1 } • .A.J". ·re~. Wclr.gf:r.t:~L;; publl.s!"l:?d 1781-17(7 two vol1..1.1r...:is relative 
to Afueric3~ for0sts ~nj snrubs. 
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After this th!'Ie are no more records of Brown until we com~ 

to Wednesday 7 .rune when he received a short lP.tter from Brown. 

This letter smith a.~swered on Saturday 10 June,wr~ting and tran&-

cr1bing it on the same day. It reads: 

To Charles Brockden Brown 
I should r.ave written to you before,and with­

out waiting tor a letter from you,had I possest any 
information wortl'ly to be communicated. Beside the 
want of such information, I have been occupied with 
my father,who has lately made me a visit; have had 
many letters to write to others ;and have been much 
engaged in various little matters connected with 
my protession,and with the Hospital. Hence you will 
perceive that,how methodical soever my pursuits may 
be,they can afford but little whereon usi.ru11y to 
comment. I have made no new diacover1es;have lighted 
on no new works;have composed nothing new myself. 

Neither of the novels you me.nt1on are to be 
found in New York;nor,were they to be found,have I 
leisure for their perusal. Dr.Moore's uEdward" 
which I might have read, is .vet unexam.1:r..ed~· Instead 
of works of fancy, I am la.bor1ously dec1pherir .. g · 
Hippocrates and hie Commentators,and tracing the 
history of Medi0.ine under the auspices of Le Clerc. 
Have you read "Edward"? and if you have,what is it? 

Mr.Reulet has long designed answerir.g your letter. 
In.deed,he has already commenced his reply;but he 
composes slowly, in English and has not much leisure 
to devote to it. I do not recollect .Dunlap•s number 
nor 1s it of the least consequence. A letter direct­
ed to t.im,ca.n not fail of being received. 

E.H.Smith • 
.rune 10 



There ta enough evidence to warrant venturing an att1rmat1Te answer 

to smith'a query 1n regard· to Brown's reading of Dr.Moore•a Edwar~. Th~ 

motto- v1resque acqq,1r1t eundo 1s only one ot several Brown m1ght !UVe 

taken t'rQ:IZl this book though he pro~bably got it from the original.:. or 

especial interest to our author 1s the o~in1on of law as.an honorable 

calling and means ~f wealth and the convictions expressed of west Indian 

negro slaves. The similarity or names of Montpe111er,Caroline Huntly, 

Morton and Mrs.Neville may also be found here. Arth_ur Merv_yn may :nave 

der1 Yed. the portr'.i.1 t incl dent from :.!rs .Anguish's portrait of Edward;: 

thP. same work of Brown's may also have its origin of the hero forcing 

hi3 entrance into the bagnio from Edwti~d'a forcing himself into Miss 

Barnet•a presence;:a.nd Medway may nave found its s1tua.t1on of the two 

young men in the s 1m11 '1.r one of Clifton :md Edward. 



Smith's letter was evidently left unanswered by Brown until his 

patience with our author was e:xha.usted. On the first day of JUly he 

wrote anotl'ler letter,as follows: 

To Charles Brockden Brown 
I have expected to hear from you,t111 I nave become sick 

of expectation. Were I or a careless or revengeful temper, 
I might let you go on in stlence,and with like indifference 
on my part cease all communication. BUt I have something 
to propose,which may be worthy your attention,and I can not 
find in ~ heart to hold my tongue. 

You saw,while here,several numbers or a paper,published 
by a Mr.Dennie,in New Hampshire. He has some pretension, 
you know,to literature;and these are communicated to his 
Journal. Bl.I the kind offices or a common acquaintance,a 
correspondence has been generated between us. You saw my 
first letter;and filAtY well suppose tha.t a stranger who could 
take it k1ndly,could not be an altogether ordinary man. 
Well--th1s same Kr.Dennie (heaven help him!) has conceived 
a prodigious notion of my learnlng,and taste,and judgment-­
and all tbat~which is well enough,you know, to begin with, 
and is con~1nually pressing me to commence dabbler and 
scribbler in hi3 paper;as likely to be much tor the improve­
ment ot the people or his state &c. Now this paper has 
acquired much reputat1on;and there are about 3000 copies 
circulated every week;and it gains subscribers constantly. 
Here is an opportunity for an adroit dispenser of the truth; 
if he be careful to make his approaches with gentleness, 
and to intermix the lighter picture of fancy,and the delicate 
effusion of literature. What think you of contributing 
a weekly essay to this miscellany? It is impossible for me 
to do ~ything;but I have a project,which I basten to ex­
plain.:qthink it very probable that Dennie would willingly 
make pecuniary remuneration tor assistance of this kind, 
regularly afforded,especially if the compensation were 
moderate,and within his means. I think to propose the 
matter to him,as in behalf of a friend,concern1ng whom 
such aid 13 probably,with mental reference to you. Would 
1t comport with your plans to engage in such design,on any 
terms? I consulted Dunlap about it,and he has engaged to 
g1ve me seyeral scraps,to besent to Denn1e,grat1s,as speci­
mens of that sort of moral Ph1losopby,wh1ch he may expect 
fro.11 this quarter, if he rece1 ve any. It you like the 
scheme,and should be willing to further it,will you not 
send some little Fragment also? Bestde,give me some inti­
mation on what terms you will write--if you write at all. 
This on this subject--it may be important to the success 
of virtuous principles in others as well as yourself ,and 
let me ~oon hear from you, in reply. 

Love &c. to all friends 
E.H.Smith. 

Tuesday July 11 1797 
Pine St. No.~5.N.Y. 



That matter or Brown's writing for Dennie's paper proved to be 

rather a lengtny arrair that never resulted in any immediate 

employment or our author. The details are gradually unfolded:by 

smith and it is just as well that he tell the story. 

The letter to Brown was not sent immediately. It was not transcribed 

until the l~th.,4.nswer was received on the 18th,another letter was 

written to Brown on the 2~th.wnich was transcribed on the 26th,and smith's 

letter to Dennie w~s also written on the 2~th. The passage or it 

that relates to our sub.1ect reads as follows: 

"I ha.ve:,however,one thing to propose to you,which may 
merit your consideration. I have a friend,not in New York 
at present,but with whom I could readily communicate,who 
is ver y capable of enriching your pap~r by original com­
positions. He has both taste and learning,and is accustomed 
to compose • .But he is poor;absolutely destitute. His pen 
ia h13 only support;and he chiefly employs it mechanically.l 
I am certain that if you could afford him a very moderate 
compenaation for his labors,you might so far command his 
assistance as to be certain of one or two weekly essays, 
cr1tical,literary,or moral;either in a continued sertes,or 
under different titles,and signatures as you should deem 
best. To this proposition I wish a SP«:?edy answer,if you 
accede to it,as it will take several weeks to establish 
the intercourse with you and him regularly.~ 

:Besides the obvious interest of that letter 1n the Dennie matter 

there 1s another detail in that p9.ssage which we wish to call to the 

attention of the reader. smith represents Brown as being absolutely 

dependent on his pen for his living. So f~r as we know we have no 

cause to doubt the statement if it is understood to be true only of 
1 ThAre ts no ev111ence to show th~t he was a clerk. 



the time when the statement waa made. The financial attairs of Brown 

have never been clearly dec1ded,and certain suggestions will at 

different times be given, and they can be implicitly relied on. 

At best hia financial matters were no different than any other person~J 

at one time he had money,at another he waa obliged to get any work 

he could to support himaelt. So far as we are concerned the essential 

tact is that his case was not decidedly poverty or comfort. 

The second letter to Brown,written on the same day as the one to 

Dennie,the ~~th.,reads as follows: 

To Charles Brockden Brown 
I am tired of assigning want of leisure as a reason 

for not writing sooner,though it is really the true cause 
of my delay. The superintendent of' the press, which is now 
in travail with the first number of th~ Medical Repository, 
has held my pen silent. 

I rejoice at the readiness wtth which you adopt the sugg­
estion or my last letter,and only wish your performance 
may be as great. I have just written to Dennie,and shall 
prob3bly be able to send you his terms in the course or a 
month or three weeks. 

In respect or my letter to which you Yefer,you do me 
wrong. It was short;but the causes of that brevity were 
obvious. Nor was it more brief than yours frequently are. 
In general I am much the most copious. It was only by com­
parison tha.t this was short;not by comparison with yours, 
but with my own. I was busily employed,in a professional 
way,at that time. In any reasonable return or a letter,you 
would ha.ve round me differently eng:1ged;for I shortly after 
took up,and have read through, the second edition of Politi­
cal Justice. Do not be so hasty,theret'ore,in .future,to draw 
inferences favorable to your aversion to epistolary compo­
sition. If my views had been different, they could scarcely 
be so 1mporta.nt,at least,it would be well to intermix moral 
ones. Whose duty was it, then, to insinuate these sublime and 
inestimable considerations. You know too well how easily I 
forego profe3sional enquiry,to listen to other topics. Nor 
can you be ignor~t how great,and how seducing the influence 

ts / of frtendship""over my bosom. These might be reasons for 
some delay in writing to me,but they do not appear to have 



been your reasons. You were out of hUmor with the brevity 
of my letter;and the causes of it. One would suppose,from 
your reply,th~t superstition,and not medic!ne,were the 
subject of my studies at that time. lour impatience, then, 
would be intelligible. You spea~ of my being uabsorbed in 
tracing the pedigree or Hippocrates". I do not wonder that 
you thought the philosophy of Godwin wmuld ill agree with 
an employment so usublime". Di~ you mean a pun? If so,1t 
was not quite so apt as his who called the tower of Babel, 
the tower of Babble. 

seriously,and in earnest,! both doubt the sincerity ot 
Kr.Dennie's praise;and was more mortified than pleased with 
it. He is in the careless 1 habit of extravagant commenda­
tion and blame--with no bad intent,! believe,but certainly 
without himself believing all he says to be justly merited. 
Where there is so little judgment,or so little discrim­
ination,it is possible only for the most gluttonous desire 
of praise to find delight. Still,it ts very true,an~ I lament 
it, that upraise finds in me a faulty degree of sensibility 
to her charms.u We think somewhat different on this subject, 
I kn.ow. You h~ve too low a sense or the value of reputation. 
You do not seem to regard how great may be its instrumen­
tality in nromoting the cause or truth. You are therefore 
faultily negligent to obtain praise;and your powers slumber 
unemployed. There is error on either hand • .HU.t mine is, 
perh.~ps,the more dangerous. I can not therefore but regret 
that you have so long delayed an attempt to correct this 
vicious propensity in me. And I still hope tbat you will 
collect sufficient perspicuity to state it fairly. I am the 
more earnest,because I shall have your own view o~ the 
subject,which will be always important to me--whe't!'J!r it be 
the just view,or not. Nor can any remarks,on this1opic,be 
altogether without their use. sensibility to praise implies 
an equal sensibility to blame;and here are principles to 
operate upon;so as to generate right conduct,even on erron­
eous motives. If I know my own heart,how apt soever it may 
be to be captivated and led aatray by praise,how much 
soever it may pant to obtain commendation, the motive is 
really bene,__volent. I m~y deceive myself;even here;but I 
hope not;ana this hope,induces me to believe your counsels 
will not be wasted on me. 

Love to all friends. Dunlap &c. are at Amboy. 

Mon1 i..y JUly 24- 1797 
Pine St.No.~5.N.~ork. 

E.H.Smith. 

on the same day smith al3o wrote to DUnlap and in his letter he 

says: 

1 A superf1·1o'B "of'' is herr>. 



31 July 

uI had a short letter from Charles,some 
it is difficult to learn from it what he 
however,relishes the proposal of writing 
shire paper. I have written to Dennie on 

t Dunlap in manuscript 

days ago~ As usual, 
is about. He, 
tor the New Ha.mp­
the subject." 

taking 

date or 

The two passages-

the first sentence, 

lap says e days agow. So far as 

we know the real passage and the actual writer 

of the letter to Unless the are faulty we 

e, while we are 

have given 

the passage his letter to Hodgkinson his own when intended 

was ever supplied by him and save for a 

me?ltlon of the matter in a lettPr of sm1th 1 a to be given la.ter the /..ti·-(~ lt..f 
i 1 In the N~w york Historical Societ.v, ~~ 1..a:tz 3 1 M Q~y s 11 a...&~ 
L,. ,<l ~"-~O ~ ~ ~..,( 
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-mat~ i• i.ma&,e"!'mtfte4. If at this time B:r;o:wn wrote and sent to 

Dennte his Dialogues on_ Music and Painting they must have been left 

~ 
in the eclitor•s desk ~years for they were not published until he 

had started his Port Folio at Philadelphia in 1801. By th3.t ti~e 

~flq-,..1-
Brov:n ha.cl established a. literary -r~puta.t1on htgl'ier th~ ettheF 

Sm~tQ 1-il er Dennie• s { ~ ~. 
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smith's memoirs now turn from ordinary affairs to one of the most 

important in Brown's life. We have seen in the account of the year 

1796 that the advertisement to the first edition- of Alcuin stated 

the date when Smith received it as some ttree in the spring of 1798. 

Here,on the other ha.r..d,we have under date of 7 August 1797 the 

earliest recorded mention of it by Smith. He says: 

•Received a letter from C.B.Brown containing •Alcuin a 
D1a.logue--which I h3.Ve read tw1ce,w1th much pleasure, 
and some approbation.• 

On the next d~y,Tuesday,he goes on: 

•nunlap spent most of it (the forenoon) with me •.•• I 
read htm c. E. Brown• s •Alcuin ...... .. 

tater in the day he read it to Miss Alsop and finished 1t--ha.v1ng 

b~~J.n the night before. When he ca.me to list the reading he h3.d done 

for the month he enters 1: as •A1cuin=20 pp.8vo--Ms.Dia.logue by C.B.E." 

which i<Hmtifi'9S the original manuscript. The only m:inuscript now in 

existence ts a f'i.ir copy in Eli,jah Brown's h'indw:rittng comprising 

for~y p1ges. 
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The detailed story or the Alcuin as recorded,by Smith will be 

told presently. 

soon after Smith's receipt of the Alcuin manuscript we hav~ a / 
0~~1 ~~ r,)~ ~·~~."~~t;J 

letter or Brown• s to Bringhurst A It is "?~i..ti.£.t.f-~ 4,~ ~ ((\,_ 
l-t. ~ AJZ Q ~ i ..,,,,_ . 

(addressed Joseph Bringhurst,Junr. Witington. Capt.Milnor.) 

(Ph1ladelph1a,saturday,) August,19,1797.1 

I arrived safely in town at 2 o'clock. Ira.Biddle 
was my companion. I found him,I assure thee,most agre­
ably sociable;much more than I had reason to expect. 
Both his capacity and his knowledge seem to be respec­
table. I had several times an inclination to remind 
him of former transactions,to say to him,"John;thou 
and I,when we have formerly met,have treated each other 
with ..•. great coldness. I will not desire thee to ex­
plain the reason of tby reserve,but I will frankly 
tell thee what I believe to have been the reason. Thou 
art religiously disposed. Thou deemest me to be other­
wise, to be blin~ed by a very terrible delusion. What 
benefit could flfftJ from intercourse with one whose sen11.1ments 
were so little akin to t~y own? Those who are guilty in 

1 ~it~d fro~ tn~ enl of 
ld ·:.u:1 cr~1.ng=-d to 19. 

l~tter. It w~a origtn~lly written 



t·he sight of God,ca.nnot be accounted blameless- in the· 
opinion ot an upright man. The most valuable of all 
privileges is that of choosing our associates. Thou 
exerc 1sest this privilege discreetly, when thou cleaves t 
to the wise and good and shunnest the depraved and the 
erring. Thou mightest have reasonably imagined,like­
w1se, that the disinclination was mutual. A rash thinker 
like me,must have held thee in as little esteem,as thou 
did me. In this last opinion thou wast not perfectly 
rie;ht. From any difference be·tween us, of which I was 
at that time apprised,! was far from inferring that 
thy friendship and society were of no value. That 
sympathy,however,is strong in me which shrinks,with 
every shrinking of another. In the article of reserv,, 
I belteve,I was always evep. with thee, but, I believe, 
no more than even. tr· 

Is any claim,dear Joseph,more irresistable than 
candor? I was, more than once,during this journey, 
on the verge of uttering my thoughts: Buch as were 
suggested by the recollection of former incidents l 
relative to him and me,but I could get no farther 
than the verge. I betook myself to the cowardly 
rP-source of general topics,and joined him in analysiz­
ing the surrounding prospects,in settling the boundaries 
between instinct and reason,and drawing parallels be­
tween the point or honor among coach horses and soldiers. 

Soon after my arrival I saw thy brother.2 He seems 
to think and dream of little else than the yellow 
fever. I think he may be charged with timidity,a.nd 
this principle has somewhat tinctured his reports 
of the Condition of this City. Thou knowest,from the 
n~ture of this subject, the incurable defects of rumor. 
Reports are infinite and contradictory. From the 
number of carriages we met loaden with families and 
f'Urniture it was evident that something was the matter. 
The. true state of this matter is to be found, if any 
where, in tne answer of the College of physic fans to 

'3 the Governor.~Thou may•st see it,with other particulars 
relative to this subject,in Porcupine•s Gazette. It 
was a strange mistake in us to imagine that the 
papers had been silent on this topic. They have canvassed 
it abundantly. 

From this medical report we collect that a contagious 
disease exists in Penn Street,and that some victims 
have been sent to the hospital. Whether it will extend 
its reign beyond these precincts cannot be ascertained. 
How f1.r it will proceed and when and where it will 
stop,t1me alone can determine. Alarums are prevalent 
and removals into the country numerous and incessant. 
The obnoxious vicinity is a desert. 

Mar.v A-t"more If is more indisposed than I have ever 

1 T:.it :ill ::;.i3 1.s :iccli.:. is no: 2e:::-t·i1r .. I: is sf ft:Q. 
~--~~-·c:rt·l--'"'~ ·tY-.;c·l-a.;;r -·a"r4 ·nn<] ... ~zo--T.z lilfb.•1~ i~ l:ci~i ~aligiB:N. 

r·_:.j-_1.::f t:._c. n~·~i 1.,, .1~. S:ai~l:b44. 

2 Tr~-~ .. ., i.s :-.. o:. tz:c...~ ~d~s·1:·d :::i~r1tioY".~?d in t!:t: lf-?tter of 
22 ::-.i.y 179_-=i. It p!:'o·,/:i.oly w·-i..3 .J:i::~t.,3 b.1766;m.( 1) Rachel 
:;3::> t t l::?, ( 2 ) /:i.n C·J.rro 12..; d. 1818. .Jo rm "l.nti Jon:'l. tha.n 
·N-::-:re ;ilso living ;it t~is tirr,e. 

~ . Lf '.2~1~ s,1me '.13 r:..en t io:_ej in the l9t ter for l l .J'J.l.Y 1 796. 

1 ~~~ r(tM~-- .9~ \':!!::_~~I fU.~~L.,.. I'{ Cf~. 
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seen her. We a.re well:tha.t is our ownt'am1ly;Arm1tt 
and h1s,are ~t Burlington. Best regaras to Laura. a.nd 
her sister,:in.d,lf decorum forbid not, to J.D.1--
Fa.re thee well. 

C.B.Brown.2 

From hia having gone to his f~ther•s house for a. long visit tt is 

clear tha.t some sort of adjustment was working out a tolerable life 

in the home circle. The passage of ttme,his prolonged absence in ~ew 

York and his persistence in following an author's career ma.de the 

famtly tolerant of what they undoubtedly little understood--if ~tall~-

a.n:1 considered a. wa.ste of the opportunities th:lt promised to be his 

in th~ profession of the law. 

3 
A second point of tmporta.nce is that relating to the yellow fever. 

Brown wa.s not tn fe'lr of 1 t 9.nd not only considered 1 t cow3.rdly to 

flee but also had imbibed the heroic idea of serving as a nurse,wh1ch 

Smith 9 Ja.nu:lry 1798 ca.lls hia "wil:i. project". It 11111 not be long 

before we sha.11 see him in the midst of the sickness and determined 

to s t'l.V. 

1 The J. m~y bA I. wno it 13 we do not know. 
2 Origin~lly ~.B.B. tut ~dded to. 
3 A~~ording to the second ea1:10~ of the Short Hist~ry of the Yellow 

Fev_.::>_r_ Phil:ijelph1'1 1796, "By hind of Joseph. -B"r111ih:1rst-;f~-:,a 'bundle 
of r.-::w clothes for women" w:1s sent to Phila1elphi'l for the poor 
,=i,ffl~c~t~d by the 1797 pe.at1lence. 
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The letter received by Smith on the 29th. reiterates that Brown 

ha·1 reason not to fear the yellow fP.ver, the details of which he 

then informed htm. Brown said the accounts generally gtven were de-

ctdedly c9ntradictory and exaggerated. 

on August 25th. Smith wrote to Brown as follows: 

To Charles Brockden Brown 
Uy letter must be a thing of shreds and patches. I h3.ve 

no leisure to make 1t otherNise. I wish to reply more at 
large to your letter,wh1ch is tull of topics for d1scusa-
1on. But on what topic might not one usefully enlarge? 

The reason w~y I have not written before 1s,I have been 
waiting an answer from Dennie. He 1s 1n Boston,! suppose, 
a.nd I was dea1r1ous of communicating something certain to 
you when I did write. I hope to hear from him next week. 

"Alcuin" is still with us. I h:lve read it repeatedly,w1th 
pleasure. Dunl~p 3.lld I have al3o read it and I have permit­
ted two ladies to peruse it,whose minds I thought equal to 
the subject. It is now in the hands or Roulet;~nd as Mrs.s. 
Johnson returned !l two days since,she will h~ve an oppor­
tunity of seeing it. I can not go into particulars, 1t 
present--a.11d,parha.ps ,m3.y never be able to--but I may remark, 
in genera.l,and in this all who h:i.ve rea.d concur with me,-­
th:it the Dialogue is well written, (those who know your style, 
say more correctly th::ir.1. a ... "1.y thing of yours they have seen) 
a.nd t~e sentiments interesting. some difference of opinion 
extsta,as to the merit of the respective a.rguments;some 
1oubt of the soundness of your conclusion. 

The following note from my journal is all I have to say 
to .vou concerning 11 Pol1t1cal Justice" "June 20--Finished 
P.J. I have read this excellent book too hastily and with 
too many interruptions to pronounce decidedly upon it. 
Certain pa.rts,particul:irly in the 5th and 6th. Eooks,failed 
to carry conviction of their soundness to my mind.,:ls I read 
them over. It may be th'it this w:is only from 7\Tant of atten­
tion to the aathor. I must r~ad it again." 

I have this day completed the perusal, the h~sty perus~l 
of t!le i•Enqu1!"er·•. It deserves Wh=lt you sa.y of it;but there 
are sentiments contained in it which should be well consid­
ered before they a.re acted. upon. His rem:i.rks (Godwin• a) 
a.re t:io ger~er3.l to be altogether sa.tisf:ictory. A ver.v un­
plea.s:l!'lt circumst:lnce 1.3, th3.t, while he ba.tters d.own every­
thing 'before hi!n,he erects nothing on the ruins. He is a.ware 
of this objectlon;but he evades instead of obviating it. 

I must repeat it--we h~ve not the novel3 you recommend .. 
They a.re not to be found in the city. Have .vou seen 3. late 
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aovel:, in two small volumes, by Mary Hays, entitle cl •Emma 
courtneyv? If not--f1nd and read it. If so--your senti-
ments. · 

Dunlap is now here,and sends love· to you. You do wrong 
not to write to him. summon your courage to the attempt. 
The longer clelayed,the more difficult. Is this tardtness 
becoming a d1sc1ple of truth? Think.of it! 

Johnson is still busy. He remembers you. He leaves on 
uonday for Connecticut,\'Tt'lere he will stay a fortnight. 
All well. Write me of the hea,l th of your c1 ty; immedi­
ately, what true--;wtiat false. 

Remembrances as usual 

Aug.25 '97 
Pine St • l+.5. 

E.H.Smith. 

1 
Samuel u111er,the c1ergyman,truthru1+y represents Mary Hays as a 

follower of Mary Wollstonecraft anj says that in her novels she 

presented the romantic ide.'l.s of a m1schev1·ous school of fiction 

which "IV3.3 bq,sed. on the ideal of equal! ty of the sexes. The MemQ_irs 

of Emma Courtn~y (1796) i3 not a common book even though it was 

reprinted- at New York 1~ 180l. Perhaps it was never read by Bro'P!l; 

for the Rousseau, Godwin and Wollstonecraft ide~ls he used were de-

rived,not through such works as these,but at first hand from 

their ortginators. 

Smith ma.de ni3 last ~tternpt to ~ecure lttera.ry emplo.vmer ... t for 

Brown by writing another letter to Dennte in which he repeats the 

re'luest that was in the former one. It was dated 7 September. 

1 ~-..1.:.·•r:~::u,:r_a.s~1_-"=':-~t_ 2.t t.h·l_ li_in~~~e_r:,t_!'!_ C·i!l_t_u_ry,Vol.II,1'.)-p.281+ ff. 
::- . '!. ' l 3 0 3 . 



smith's n~xt letter to Brown was dated the 16th. of september and 

transcribed t:te following day. It reads: 

To Ch.B.Brown 
Your engagement to write t• me soon again has restrained 

my pen for some~days. As the Fever appears to be on the 
increase, I feared th:=i.t you might have left town, and that 
my letter,should I write,would remain in the Post office 
instead of reaching the place of your retreat. But my anxiety 
to learn how you are,and where you are,overcame other con­
siderations. "It is but writing a second letter,when his 
retirement is discoveredu said I and I took up the pen. 

In the first place,where are you? and how do you do? If 
still in Philadelphia--whither I now direct--wl'lat is the 
condition of that unfortunate city? To this question,you may 
be able to make a sufficient ariswer;even though you may 
have gone into the country,for you will probably remain in 
the neighborhood. \_ 

The account you have given me of your labors has,aised in 
me a very lively curiosity to see their fruits. Is there 
no way of gratifying my desire? Ca.n you not safely transmit 
the copy of this precious Romance?lSend it--and make your 
own stipulations. It shall be returned when you please. 
rt shall be shown to as many and as few as you shall direct. 
It shall receive general,or particular criticism,or none at 
all,as is most agreeable. But you do not so much as inform 
me of the nature of this performance :whether it be something 
altogether new,or the continuation of some one of those 
plans which occasionally occupied your mind while here. Be 
more communicative. 

r h~ve a similar desire to see you-vlcontinuation of "Alcuin". 
In this,at least,I am not singular. ~~s.S.Johnson has rP.ad 
the first and second parts,and 1s anxious to J:now how all 
this is to end. She commends the performance,on the whole-­
particularly the style;thinks there is much truth delivered 
on either side of the debate;but is at a loss to know what 
is the writer's ultimate design. From what she has seen,she 
infers his object to be to render women satisfied with 
their civil condition. I can not pretend to enlighten her. 

1 do not hear any thing from Dennie. I do not know that 
~Y first letter ever reached him. I have written again;a.rid 
shall communicate the result as soon ~s known. Meantime 
"Alcuin" rests with me. 

You speak of the works of the author of "Emma Courtney". 
Did you misapprehend me,or do you .know of others by the 
same hand? rr you do,what are they? I presume you have 
seen this novel,or the Review of it,be!'ore now. I shall omit, 
of consequence,any further account of it, than that it ts 
written by ~ woman who ap~ars to have studied Godwin, 
Holcroft &c. with assiduity;and who has produced a fine 
exhibition of the miseries of an improper indulgence of 
love in a mind not otherwise far remote from what it ought 
to be. To say more, 1 f you ha~re read a critic ism on it, is 

1 S~:y ·w -tlk • 



useless;a.nd if you have not,may weaken the effect of the 
novel upon your mind. Enquire after and read it. 

Your love-project cost us some tears--rrom laughter. 
It will perish where 1t was engendered •. 

I do not think indolence a sufficient justification of 
your silence towards Dunlap. The longer its duration, the mofe 
difficult the remedy. 

Vy sister Jla.ry has a ~aughter. She was in fine health, 
with her new relation and all her family,a month sinee. 
The same is true of all friends at Lichfield,Hartford, 
K1ddleto1J:n,and here. 

Love and respects to those with you. Adieu 
E.H.Bmi th. 

Sept 16--1797 t 
Pine St 1+5 

~ VN- ~-t-w... ~ a~ -ta ·\.v.) . . 

The love project mentioned is prnbab 1 y Rot a SQPieHB H&''~et. Brown 

hal evidently had some sort or a dream e'- lisve and afforded his friends 
' . 

h.J.~~ 
1
, amuse!!.:.ent by narrating 1 t &emew>m after the manner of the ima.gir:ary 

love scene in one of his letters' to Bringhurst~ t d (,.c....(...(1 ~fl 
I;) ~ ~ c Ir'-' 'Tf'l. \A.~ cl..~ 6-~ & 1 lt.. ~ a..v. \. d\.. t. /'t..<. J.. ~ :_ 

Under date of SUnday 1 October Smith g1 ves this: ~ 1'.a.. twu.. 

•wtlliam and I went to s.Johnson•s--where we remained 
till I'-ear 9. The time was chiefly spent in conversation 
only interrupted by the reading of "Alcuin--a dialogue. 11 "' 

The Friendly Club was going on at New York almost regularly and on 

Saturday 21 October smith records a meeting thus: 

"Club night and my turn. Present,Duhlap,W.Johnson,smith, 
G.M.Woolsey. Dr.Miller and Dr.Mitchill visitors. I read 
Ch.B.Brown•s "Alcuin" Conversai;ion various but interest­
ing and instructive." 

Smith's record for Thursday 9 November reads: 

"I found that the Circulating Library Proprtetors had sent 
me "Barham Downs"--one of the novels recommended by Ch.B. 
Brown." 

l 16 May 1792. 



Brown recommended Robert Bage • s old-fashioned favorite be ca.use 1 t·: 

taught him a deal of English manners and was an example of the episto-

lary novel. In the light of the subsequent events of Brown's l1fe the 

s"tory of the O}la.ker and the adventure of K1tty may have had its appeal. 

for him. Of autobiographical interest to him is the neglect by Davis 

of his merc~ntile duties for his literary inclination which aould not 

help but make our author think of his own opportunity in the buatness-

of his brothers. The lawyer W11119.Dl Wyman's hatred of the profession 

should likewise have c~used Brown to rejoice that others agreed with 

hts opinion and to quote passages from the book to his friends whenever 

they referred to hi~abandonment of the law. Otherwise interesting to 

Brown ~iy have been Hunt's 1mpr1aonment for debt ~ subject which some-

how or other he seems to have had deeply impressed on h13 memory. The 

opening of Bage's novel which gives the situation of Henry Davis may 

hav~ been the origin of a similar detail of Brown's Man at Home. The 

id~a of Montpellier as a place for cure of tuberculosis, like the 

narnea of the Cocoa Tree a.nd the P'l.YS de Va.u<l.,tn.'l..Y h1ve ilso been found. 

1 
here. Perhaps the position and the rescue of Kitty or the determtn-

2 
atton of Miss Whit~ker to kill herself or Lord Winterbottom m~y ~lso 

be the ori~gin of the final scenes of Ormond. 
1 Dublin i't89,Vol.II,p.37 ff. 2 IqJ._~.,Vol.II,p.1_38. 



Brown did not write to smith for some timerand the patience or 

his friend was sorely tried. On the last day of November he made this 

.. wrote a single 11ne--"Charles are you dead?"-to Ch.B. 
Brown.• 

was henceforth to take considerable pains to further the interests 

of our author. What he did for Alcuin will be gradually unfolded 

by the records in his memoir (II) 

Saturday 9 December:"! opened my subscription ror"Alcu1nu 
to-day." 
19 December:"Read Mrs.W(oolsey).l"Alcu1n 11

." 

2 
On the 20th. in writing to Richard AlsopjSlnith says: 

"Now for a more serious piece of literary intelligence. 
I a.m about publ1sh1ng,by subscription,a performance of our 
friend Ch.B.Brown. Do you wish to subscribe? It is a 
d1alogue,1n the manner of the anc1ents,on questions relative 
to the intellectual equality of the sexes. It is eloquently 
and I believe inoffensive~y written. When I say inoffensively, 
you will understand me as referring to religious prejudices. 
The price or each copy is 50 cents." 

I 
l ~.rrs.w.w.wool~ey.n~e Elizaoetr; Dw1ght,si~ter of T1r~1oth,y Dwigr1t. 
2 The d~te gi7en ~t the end is the 18th. 



It appears probable that Ac11ni _so-called,, :though a tragment un­

named by Brown~ was written during 1797• It is what has been call~u 

one <¥f his Utopian studies. Henry Colden and Kedwayr likewise 

fragments unchristened by Brown also apparently were truits or his 

pen or this year. 


