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BROWN AND HIS eoilaes (\LVBS‘

. 1790-6
2orly W an

At several times of ms/\l‘ife Brown 3 charter

- 40l -
member of clubs organized primarily for &ee intellectual J&Jm

®R1oY they mighi—atferd—to—thodi—menpersw He found plenty of precedent

for sush.clubs, most of the English authors whom he read/s-u-eh-sa-

Seddsatririnirte—gitizen—ef-the—Wordd, having been members or organ-
d.éaé*_
1zer3}e¢.au$hoﬁ—e—k&s—o—p—a+m+les—aﬂeﬂauo:mhm there were

80 many notable examples the immediate one that suggested the 1ldea.
to Brown cannot be definitely ascertained. The Philological soclety, .
the earliest known to us,vas in existence at Proud's school and the

members of it were celebrated by tn2 juvenile verses addressed to

then vy Brown. X vhedd Wit [e CW(;qu “}z'ﬂt_‘% hens (gnk (N3
GI;HQ Rt mawg Wl Ll Monl Welgln « t@%ﬂ‘*} wtde, .

Ab.aa30wRt—~eL the various clubs to which Kbelonged about 1790

to 1796 u-aoeeeea-ry-end—i-mpmm 3how ud—atiRorig l1life

\ada)
in a light,
A

. They
brought him into more or l1less intimacy with a varied circle)o#—ee&ua—i-n-
{aneesmost of them college graduates,whose gremtest activities were in

the mes® important walxs of 1life of the timée. Such an active member as

Brown,could hardly have been the retired and obscure man that many

writers would have us believe he was.




b6

Brown's idea of a club is very well suggested in the third chapter

.0f Wieland. He says:

*Some agitition and concussion i3 requisite to the due
exercise of human understanding,"

and as we Tollow his career as a member of these various clubs we

,f—-e
shall see that he found plenty of “olil—gdétaudlito 1ntelli%enoe?

kg and  plesoune, | ek .

£ @ne of tre clubs,the Friendly,proved particularly oﬁ(value

__— Ak =F

According to kie-wifels memolr &0 the 1827 Boston Wieland\hh‘

Although he did not continue actively a member of any one organi-
zation all during his 1life,his interest appears to have never lagged

S0 that his dteseminatien—ef information on the subject may even be

2
found in - X his Monthly Magazine where he extracts

from a London periodical an Account of a literary club at Lima

4
entitled the Philharmonicsf a«& hecs '{Hﬁmv L*”"f‘-j“% "‘/“"‘4
L..Z ?w—&,/"h}l ke, l)’m. /’-11'46...1(.2-..4;,_, grm’tf‘ &1‘.

The Law Soclety to which Brown belonged and of which he was the

(,\,'«?70 &-L.(cai ’Qt‘éZt(

acknowledged leader has been fully noticed in our aeeount of the

early days of 1788. It is only necessary/to mentioﬁZhere!that 1t

was a Philadelphia organization.
Ve T

S 2/\@.140 r. 2 Ul & W9,
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The next club to which he belonged was the Belles Lettres Club,
sometimes referred to as the Rhetorical Soclety or ;ne Literary
Socliety. An account of it and 1ﬁs members may be found in our blo-
graphical study of the year 1788. Like the Law Soclety it was a
Philadelphia organization.

We have seen in our blographical study of the year 1792 that there
was in Philadelphia a Society for the Attainment of Useful Knowledge
to which Brown in his twenty-first year velonged. There were five
other nmembers in the club,as follows.

Joseph Bringhurst was as we know one of the most important of Brown's
correspondents and his intimacy with Brown 1s shown in the course of
many remarkable letters which our author addresged to him during these
important years. At this time Bringhurst was twenty-five years old. He
had received what was then called a liberal education and was a zealous
student of medicine. His interests besidgs those of his profession
were in public affairs. Later he was a Clerk of the borough of Wii-
mington and postmaster under Jefferson,Madison and Monroe. His friend-

ships included Dickinson of Farmer's Letters fame,Robert Fulton tne

inventor who painted his portralt reproduced in the biographical part

of our work and Cowper the poet with whom he corresponded. He lived
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to be sixty-seven years old. Other details of his 1ife may be

Witk
found in—our—edtterial—part—ed Brown's letters to him as—edwen in

the biographical part of our studies.
1
Thomas Cope was at this time twenty-four years old,had been two
years in the shipping business,had married Mary Drinker in 1792 and
in 1792 was one of those who remained in the city to nurse the victims
of the yellow fever,finally taking the disease himselfr. Hewis'man%*eneé

X~
~x8 a friend of Wilkins, in—the—memotr—of~Wiikins. His later 1li1fe carried

hinm high in the puwbtte—3ife—eFf—tie city and state and his educational
interests lead him to a directorahip of Girard College and the presi-
dential orffice of the Mercantile Litrary Association. He 1lived to bve
eighty-8ix years old. In a letter dated 11 July 1796 Brown meniions
that he had a daughter? Aslde from the club his shipping business was
a particularly strong bond in common with Brown.

One of the Ferris family was a member of this little circle vut
which one 13 not definitely known. Because of the disparity of their
ages he probvably was not Ziba whose daughter was. married e Joseph

Bringhurat. He may'hﬂggkr have been the IPr.Isiah mentioned in Brown's
[
1 A dea2d 31gn2d by hinm &Ry-be—Touwnd in Elizaveth Drinker's Journal

Philadalphia 1889,p.357. See 3lso Correspondence of Nicholas Biddle
Boston 1919,DPp.285-0.

0 3 Caroline R.,born 19 June.
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’ ¢
letter dated 1 January 1796;but more p§;§ﬁ¥iy he-was Benjamin—-son of
David ¥. mentioned in John Churchman's journalyauthor of the Early

/

Settlements on the Delaware,who was at this time twenty-five years

o0ld,a watchmaker of Philadelphia and Clerk of the Philadelphia meet-
ing of Friends. Perhaps the trade he followed was the origin of the

watchmaker's sceneé of Brown's Jane Talbot. He is mentioned in Brown's

letter dated 11 June 1793,and in two other letters of abouﬁ the same
date. A Benjamin Ferrils married Brown's aunt Hannah but what relation
ne was to this Benjamin is not known; (S‘“’ﬂ‘véaj NS
1

Timothy Paxson was one ol the three members appointed by the socliety
to prepare a memoir of Willlam Wood Wilkins,the other two being Brown
and RBringhurst. He is mentioned in Brown's letter of 29 December 1795
as sending his love to Bringnurst and casually in another of the letters
of about the same date. He married the *Stella* of the Brown-Bringhurst
letters. The 1797 Philadelphia directory gives him as a flour factor.
In 1798 he was clerk of the Philadelphia Board of Health. We 40 not
know-any otrher essential facts of Paxson's life at this time,but he
appears to have teen one of Brown's very intimate friends.

Various faets congerning William od Wi ns hav e
biogpaphiedl /part-of our i 1 rpwn' ers
to ghurst<"He w thiz~time ¥y ni een

1 Ho—was @ne of the members of the deed of trust mentioned in Elizabeth
Drinxer's Journal,Philadelphia 1889,p.357.
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2 and
. e
1793 along with the other members and in the Wilkins memoir.
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Peter Thom‘I\ésoq was mentioned a3 one of Wilkinys friends in the

memolir eodmifdiedng written dy Bringhurst and I‘rom his bvein listed
along with the rest of the set he ma.:;:—-hav:s—been a member though 1t

wot cacte. ‘ \
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years oldés#;éen&ly the youngést of the circle and a brilliant
OMA6L

practising lawyer and wit. Only two years later at twenty-one he
became an examiner of candidates for attorneyship in the Supreme

Court of Pennsylvania,aewi@et which stamps him as a very remarkable
LaAzQ1
Foyng man. He died of consumption when admest emdy twenty-two. His

life with Brown was'especially 1ntimate and it is probabie they

1
at one time roomed together.at 119 South sec?nd street. Qu'“%z

ntsagin, () Wy Pt e \Sn&h %c'lt) (n)

1 Clark:Lire ani Let texo or Dolly Madison,Washirgton 1914,p.21 says
Wilkins had nls office there.
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Joseph Bringhurst and addressed to them under date of 9 Novemver

1796 we have a letter from Wilkins which gives such an excellent

1
account of the club that it deserves full gquotation. It reads::

*Po the President and Members of the Society for Attain-
ing Useful Knowledge.

In returning to my native state,and leaving the City
perhaps forever,I cannot but regard the necessity of ceas-
ing to attend your meetings as the subject of great and
lasting regret. _

Strongly impressed with the recollection of the uniform
and unmerited encouragment,indulgence and arfection which
I have ever met with from the members of this society--I
cannot hope to do Jjustice,on this occasion,to my own
sensibility,or the merits of the friends I address.. Happy
as I have been in those scenes of science and social
enjoyment—--of unarffected learning and unfettered genius—-
of engaging Frankness and manly affection,my unceasing
gratitude and warmest attachment are the poor dbut sincere
return which alone my situation permits me to make for
this pleasing burthen of obligation.

To this useful and noble institution as a man,but more
especially as a member,I am anxious to secure prosperity
and perpetuity. With a freedom which I hope will be for-
given I shall mention three particulars in which I wish
the society to continue useful. To be very cautious in
respect of the election of new members. To use every erffort
to preserve that amiable characteristic of the socliety—-
the pervading spirit of sincere and mutual friendship--
And lastly to encourage a generous emulation in the display
of oratory,and the attainment of useful and ornamental
knowledge. If these three points are properly attended to,
as I have no doubt they will be,I shall never hesitate in
naming the Inatitution as my Alma ¥Mater,and .considering
its patronage as an authority for all that oast,and a
security for all that I hope.

My best wishes will constantly await on every one of
my fellow members. May success in nublic and happiness
in private 1life be the reward orf their honest ambition
and social virtues. In whatever situation I may be placed
they will honor me by the appelation of their friend,

Wm.wW.Wilkins."

To an acknowledgment of his communication and an address sent by

the society he replied:

o

1 Pp.26,27 and 28. Tnis unpudlished memolir gives a succinet acce unt
of Wilkin 1ifs and should be given to the public because of 1ts
part in ¥ew Jersey and Pennsylvania juriscrudence.




ARk

wnen I recollect the contents of their communication
I feel a weight of obligation which I know not how to
remove. Ah! how very unworthy am I of their esteem and
affection! They know not how slender are the talents
which they applaud-<-how shadowy the virtues which they
commend. Far from exciting vanity,their address- sinks
me to humility and covers me with confusion.*

The latest record we hnave of this club is in Brown's letter dated
11 June 1793 where we rind our author enquiring for the welfare of
Ene society. In the 29 July letter he makes it clear that the meetings
were usually held on Saturdays..

The Drone Club of about 1792-3,which 18 often confused with one

1
of the others is mentioned by Jonn W.F¥rancis in hia 0ld New York

as being

*a social and literary circle,which had at that time
an existence of some years among us."

2
Later Francis gives a more extended account as follows:

"The particular aim of its members seems to have been
the cultivation and diffusion of letters,constituting a
sort of society for mutual mental advancement. Every
member,I velleve,was to be recognised by proorfs of author-
ship;and when we turn over the catalogue of their names
we must be ready to allow they were tenacious of their
~8pecirfic interest. I have already mentioned in other parts-
of this Discourse many of this Association. Law,physic and
divinity had each their representatives among them. The
old Chancellor Samuel Jones,who died recently,was on
this recorded 1list,and proved their last survtvor. Our
famous Dr.Mitchill was of the number,and with that remark-—
able peculiarity which so often characterlized him,he addresse—
ed the ladles through the medium of the Drones on the
value of whitewashing,as among the most important of the
Hygienic Arts in housekeeping thus perpetually vindicating
the saving efficacy of the alkalis,most effectually to
eradicate that evil genius, Septon,the destroyer of the
physical world. Samuel Miller,John Blair Linn,and William
Dunlop (sic),were for a time associates,and Josiah Ogden

1 P.69. 2 P.289-90.
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Hoffman,who occasionally fiurnished a law decislon,sometimes
an Indian fragment,and sometimes a poetic stave. Charles
Brockden Brown,I have reason to think,was an assoclate.
Jonn Wells,afterwards the great and eloquent lawyer,here,

I apprehend,first communicated his lucubrations on the
"importance of a steddy cultivation of the Lombardy poplar
for American agriculture,at the very time when the indig-
nation of the community was waxing warm touching the per-
nicious tendency of this wide-spreading exotic."”

This club supported the New York Magazine published by the Sworads'
and is said to have also issued a review which has not been identified
but appears to be Brown's Monthly Magazine and American Review.

[
From the connection with the New York perioqsal it was evidently

in existence from at least 1790 to about May 1796. By .that time 1ts
members were mostly in the Friendly Club.

The essays entitled The Club and The Drone in the New York Magazine

relate to this organization. The Club began in 1790 and appeared in
the numbers for June,July,August,September,November,and December;
January 1791,February,March,May,and November;and January 1792. The
opening gives an account of the club as follows:

"a few select friends have,for some length of time past,
met once a week,during the summer in (the) country,ih the
winter in town. As our club 18 composed of characters of
dirfferent pursuits in life,we are necessarily compelled
to 1lay aside our prorfessional habits and ideas,and restrain
ourselves to general topics of conversation. As each
individual naturally expresses his mind with freedom,and
according to his own opinion of things,various lights are
thrown on the same subject;and the discussion of a question,
while 1t tends to amuse,always serves to inform. It may
be readily concluded,that there can be no want of matter
for conversation,whilst this city is8 the seat of the general
government ,and the politics of the week are sure to be
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discuased,with all the earnestneas natural to a people,
alive to every action of their rulers. Having thus intro-
duced the general outlines of the Club,I shall just
remark,that as the rational enjoyment of ourselves and
rriends i{s the chief object of our meetings,we never
exceed the just bounds of moderation,it being an establish-
ed principle with us,to deem no pleaaures but such as

truly please on reflection...rew thoughts of a very

serious nature are admitted.®

In the July numver,II,we learn that a few attended and two guests
were present one from the easfern part of the country and one from
the south.

The eighth essay,February 1791,1s of interest to us here as intro-
ducing to the club a Timothy Quillet (perhaps intended for Dwight)
as a guest. Thus 1t becomes clear that it was a rule of the club
that each member might introduce one1b1end not a member.

XI for November 1791 gives so much of the actual history of the
Drones that it is worthy of quotation in full but being somewhat
long must only be quoted from. It opens:

"The original plan of these essays contemplated that one
should be published in each month...The reader will bve
pleased to recollect that this publication originated in
a soclal club,which rrequently met for the trelaxation ofr
care,in such a manner as to unite festivity with instruc-
tion. Many of the members discovered an anxious wish
that some of the leading topics of conversation should
furnish the basis of a monthly publication for the New
York Magazine. Before much progress was made in carrying
these views into effect,the club was interrupted in its
stated meetings;and consequently those essays,which were
to be predicated on what passed at such meetings,could
no longer maxe their appearance. The interruption of the
project must then be ascrived to a want of punctuality
in the formation of the club itself...A small number of
us,however,who were less interested,than the rqx§t, in
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operations of this sort,met the other evening,and made
some attempts to revive an institution,which,whatever
the public may think of it,had been a source of much
edification and hilarity among ourselves. We could not
reduce it to a certainty that the club would hereafter
proceed with regularity,and the difficulty of doing it,is
solely to ve ascribed to that eager solicitude which has
seized the minds of men for negociating in the public
funds. The conversation,that passed on the evening to
which we allude,was principally turned to a discussion
of the effects that this speculative spirit has produced
upon social intercourse. It would perhaps gratify the
reader to be made acquainted with the remarks that were
interspersed over the subject;but we must omit to arfora
this gratification,and instead of it,will present him
with a few sketches of the principal characters who com-
posed the party,on that evening."”

Here follows a satirical description of Aurus,Jared Gayheart,
Silenus,Thomas Prattle and Titus Neverwrong and the account 1is
signed Z. These 8ix may be the six men usually given as members and
if so Brown is probably included. None of the descriptions fit him

1

better than that of Aurus but this i3 so slight it 1s not worth
quoting.

There are only four signatures to the essays M,S,Z and Zulindus
and they have not been identified. Not one of them has internal

2

evidence to prove it Brown's though Francis implies that all of
the members wrote the series entitled The Club and The Drone. Bleecker,
Dunlap and Linn may have been responsible for some of these essays.

The Drone ran for twenty-nine numbers:March to December inclusive of
1 IT he 1s no*t Auru3d he =ay be the Z who 1is writing the account. Many

other of these ess2ays ar2 3igned vy the same 1nitial.
2 D14 New York,Dp.339.




g v o lecln | b

X \%6\/\]1\«11. @wtndww \‘*‘M ‘L/ \""”‘\7 'L H72 &%X‘K ’%"ﬁé
A‘L'lé ﬁwﬂa & d(au\r’t'\rL &\m'tm*'l)«)qw.eaﬂa |



TG

1792;February 1793,Marcn,April,June,July,Septembér,October,and
November,;January l794,March,April,and'May;October ;795,November,and
December;January 1796,February,April,and May.

The Drone was well named--it drags along with its ponderous lazi-
ness and seldom lightens up with anything yortn quoting or reading.
The only value it has may be found in the accounts of the old bachelor
Mr.Martlet and David Tittle but even these have nothing to suggest
they were written by Brown though they are of a character that
interested him.

The signatures are Agrestis,Anthony Aircastle,Curio,D,G.R.,H,Q,
X.Y..2 and Zeda. One is unsigned. Possibly Anthony Aircastle may bve
a punnical play on the name of Bleecker (=bleaker) and D may be for
Dunlap. Otherwise there is nothing to a3sist in identifying the authors.
Franoia probably erred when he implied that all the members wrote
the essays.

The membership of the Drone Club 18 of course comprised orf new
rriends in Brown's circle. Being é New York orgahization it includes
several notavle men of that city. In 1790 Brown was nineteen.

Anthony Bleecker wa3 one of the most active men in literary afrairs

of his day put he did not have the courage of Brown and became a



777
lawyer,though not a particulgrly successful one. He was a subscriver
1
to the American Museum and the New York Magazine and wrote verse and
prose for various periodicals of New York and Philadelphia. The 1786
directory gives his business as an auctioneer at 40 Wall street,but B
this was probably an error or merely a function connected with his law.
He was one of Brown's correspondents bveing addressed under date of 31
October 1801 in which letter our author gives an attractive picture of
him. His educational interests are displayed by his being graduated
from Columbia and by taking an M.A. on 3 May 1797;3l80 by his being one
of the founders of the New York Historical Society and a trustee of the
2

New York Society Livbrary. He was noted for his puns and at the time of
the founding of the Drones was Brown's senior by one year. He died at
Tfifty-seven in 1827f

Richard Bingham Davis whose collected poems were edited by Jonn T.
Irving and published by a so-called Calliopean Society through the
Swords in 1807 was born the same year as Brown. He was the Mr.Martlett
of thé Drones but so far as the records go he does not appear to have
veen an intimate of Brown's though he may nave been. Among his verse

1l Kettell:3pecimens of American Poe2tiry, Boston 1829,Voi.II,p.381 fr.
2 Godwin: Bryaat,N.Y.,1883,Vol.1,D.209.
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1

is a prologue to Mrs.Hatten's opera of Tammany. His educational
interests had given him a Columbia College education though he did not
graduate. In 1796 when Cornelius Van Alen published the daily gazette
The Diary he served as its editor for about one year. By trade he
was a wood-carver.

William Dunlap and his 1life are too well known to demand any account
here other than 1n.some of the 1less known detalls. At the time of
the founding of the Drones he was twenty-four years of age. He had
done a little studying of art abroad, was now manager of the Park

2
Theatre and was engaged in the looking glass and hardware business.

1 G.0O.S2ilhamer History of New¥ Yorx Theatre N.Y.,1891,Vol. III v.85.
2 1790 Samuel Duﬂlap and Son; 1795 . Dunlap and Judah,189 Watar street;
1797 Dunlap and Woolsey,l188 Psarl str=et.
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He had married in 1789 Nabby Woolsey the sister of Timothy Dwight's

wife and had one son and one daughter,a second daughter only having

1
l1ived one year. He wrote for the New York Magazine,was a subscriter

to Milnt's Columblan Library and had written a little verse and

several plays. Brown's first meeting with Dunlap 1s generally

agreed to have happened at the Friendly Club in New York in

1793 when our author was on the way of his first recreational

trip to Hartford,Connecticut. Elihu Hubbard Smith was the

introducer. The character of the earliest letter given by Dunlap

which 1s dated 28 November 1794 would tend to corrobvorate the

usual testimony of this meeting. According to the Wooclsey Family

2
Reccrds Dunlap's home was on Bowling Green where he spent the time

when in the city attending to the business founded by his father.

For week-ends and vacations he went to the o0ld homestead where

he had been born in Perth Amboyv,New Jersey. The club 1life in the

case of Dunlap was the smallest part of the intimicy with Brown.

The lives of these two men came to be 30 closely interwoven that

any further details would merely be unnecessary repetition.

1 Among others Remarks on Sir Pierre's praise of innocence ani gener-
osity (€ 0c%t.,1797,Ms.Journal j;Remirks on the love of country (12

Nov.,1797,ibid. );and reviewed Beacon Hill 14 Dec.,1797.
2 New Haven 1900,p.189.
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Josiah Ogden Hoffman 1s given in usual 1lists of the club's
members but many of the essential facts of his 1life are unknown
to ua. He 1is mentioned by Francis in the passage already quoted as
interested in legal deciziona,undoubtedly professionally;as inter-
ested Iin the anthropological side of the Indlans;and as something
of a versifier. He was in 1790 a Grand Sachem of Tammany Hall and
had an interest in developing the land on the St.lLawrence river.
later he was to become connected with Washington Irving who studied
.law under him in 1801 and 1806 and tecame engaged to his daughter
Matilda. In 1809 Hoffman became Recorder of New York and had a
rapid rize to the heights of the professiocn. Outside of the club
his intimacy wifh Brown does8 not appear to have been more than
slight at most.

William Johnson at the rounding of the Drones was twenty years

practising
cld. He had been graduated from Yale in 1788 and was now,law.
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He becamre one of the founders of the New York Historical Soclety
and was ten times elected a trustee of the New York Soclety
Livrary. He later vecame one of the intimate friends of Brown
making his home with h}m and Smith in 1798 at 45 Pine satreet.
According to Dr.Franclis he was in character calm,dignified and
of the strictest integrity.

Samuel Jones was at this time twenty-one years old. He had Just
been graduated rfrom Columbia college and in company with De.witt
Clinton was studying law in the office of his father. He was to
go high in the career of a lawyer;in fact as high as Judge Kent,
but the literary side of his life was not developed to ﬁerpetuate
nis fare. So far as we know he did n6fbecome intimate with Brown.

James Kent was at this time twenty-seven years o0ld. He had bveen
graduated from Yale in 1781,had studied law in tke office of Egbert
Benson of Poughkeepale,wasd admitted to the bar in 1785 and three
montns later had marrlied Elizaveth Baiiey. He was a methodical
-8tudent of Greek,latin,French and English classics and probably

was the bpest read of all the Drones he and his wife bveing particu-
larly charmed by Godwin's works.l He was one of the trustees of
the New York Society Litrrary. In the year of the club's organization

-

1 Smithifs dlary 29 Marcen 1796.
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he had been elected to the State Assembly. Kent went high in the
ranks of the law. He was 1in 1794 Professor of law at Columbia College
and passing rapidly through a career of state offices,with the assis-

tance of his Commentaries made his name immortal. In the Drone days

he stayed one night in New York with Smith 23 December 1791 and in
hls diary he recalled Smith as a genius. In his Courge of Reading
New York 1853 he gives among the American works of fiction Brown's
¥ieland and Ormond "productions of great energy but of grave charac-—

ter.t

M-MWM 'é‘mg&&\)( ju’tz_; ()'\m
Brirnie eumnal comtinerng & acke ML Frsdsy Ol ] whick Fack-

hrgo a M,v .
Inie—Fournalsy—Brown—frequentiy—wentiens—the—meetings
. ~ P - - "Last
evenirg spent with the clubbists at K's. Receilvel Tronm
the candour of K. a severe castigation for the crincs
of disputaticusncss and dogmatism. Hope to profit by
the ie9asz that ac taught me.% *

This reproof of Kent's is psededsy a1 example of the chancell-

1

cr's attitude toward Brown. IT the Memoirs and Letters of Kent

ard his dlaries and correspoindznce now in the Library of Congress
ars consiuited it #ill te clear that there coull te no strong

bond of friendship or sympathy beilween them.

oo U2 hg1. 2 (el 1546 RS
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John Blair Linn was thirteen years old at the time of the Drones
early meetings. Lilke Wilkins he was one of the most precocious of
precocious children,reading Latin when a mere child and having a
great love for learning. He had come to Columbia College and was
deep in the lore of poetry and criticlsm. In 1795 he issued a miscell-
aneous collection under the pseudonym of A Young Gentleman of New
York. ﬁerore 1795 a play of nhis had been produced on the stage. He
studied law under Alexander Hamllton but like Brown gave up the pro-

fession though not lead astray by the same muse. Ultimately he studied
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theology and became a greatly respected minister in the Presbyterian
church. Judging from subsequent events he probably was more and more
intimate with Brown as time went on and through him Brown may have
met his sister Elizabeth whom our author married in 180%. It is
doubtful whether he was one of the founders of the Drones and it 1is
more probvable that he joined about 1795 his eighteenth year. Francis
in his account of the club already quoted appears to think so. He
married in 1799 Hester Balley the sister of Kent's wife.

Doctor Edward Miller was thirty years old at the time of the organi-
zation of the Drones. To his father he owed his excellence in Greek,
Iatin and Hebrew;he had graduated from Newark Academy which was in
accorplishment if not in name a college;studied medicine;served as
a surgeon's mate in the United States Army hospital at Baskingridge
New Jersey,; learned French on a war-ship trip which took him to France;
studied at the University of Pennsylvania receiving his degree
therefrom in 1785;practised medicine in Maryland;and came to New
York in 1796. It is probable that he did not ioin the Drones bvefore
1796. His intimacy with Brown was almosSt egqual to that of Johnson
and_Elihu Hubbard Smith. When in 1798 Brown was touched by the yellow-

fever he went to live temporarily with Miller. He never married,was
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of fine character and lived to be fifty-two years old.

Samuel Miller was twenty-one years old when the Drone club was
founded. He was a brotner‘or Edward Miller the physician and pro-
bably was well trained in the classics by his father. He studied
divinity at Dickinson College, in 1791 became én ordained minister
and lived to be eighty-one years of age. So far as we know he did
not become very intimate with Brown,though one letter of Brown's to

him has survived.
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Jonn Wells was twenty years old at this time. With 3 mind
y}\dLLJL

full or the horrors of a Cherry Valley Indian massacre he
A
WMMM‘] WMQM\)MALL

had come to New York in 1778,later may have attended Proud's

school with Brown at Philadelphia,was graduated from Princeton

College 1788;,and was now stgdying law with Edward Griswold(being

admi<ted to the var in 1791. In 1797 he was appointed Associate

Justicz of Peace by John Jay. The passage from Francis already

quoted gives an account of nis interest ia tneVZﬁ;bardy
WHnohecal o M ComdRy. A

poplar%{é; his later years he became a3 noted figure of Ameri-

can politizal history being connected with the Federalist

2
and Alexander Haaliton. We have no evildence to show

that outside of the club he was intimate

witn Brown. Spiipn's diary 12 October 1795 gives & ~« s a.ctanile

T :
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an excellent account of his character as follows:

*3Soon after my return home,John Wells came Iin,and chatted
near an hour with us. He 13 a lawyer,a young man,residing
in tnis towln;and with whom I first became acquainted through
his intimacy with Charles Adams. Of his history I know little.
I have been told that he was born in thi3 state;3aomewhere
on the Hudson;and I believe he was educated at the college
in this city. His appearance i3 interesting and his person,
though moderately-sized,manly,as are his countenance and
conversation. Hi3 mind seems much superior to that of most
young,but seems to have been cultivated casually,as fancy
and neces3ity dictated. His sentiments are therefore,not
the result of proper investigation,it may ve sald,of con-
sequence,that he has much yet to do. To this,he seems but
little inclined;naving,from habitual aversion to long-con-
tinued and systematic attention to investigation,acquired
a disrelish to mental exertion,of the regular kind. This
defect does not appear elther constitutional,or irremediable;
and he may yet,possibly,assume that rank,in the republic
of intellect,which would belong to industry and talents.*

1 .
Wilson in the Memorial History of New York says that the Drone Club

1 5.Y.,1293,791,17,0.23%3, :ont Club,vol.IV,p.1ll4.



784
was the successor of the rriendly Club after it had broken up over a

law argument bu%~$hefe—1s—evtﬂenue—th&%’Eﬁe Drone ©3udb was the earlieq

T —#&h-.
and the cause of contention was not law but politifi)'ﬂstglse—saye—§t.

after the Moot club of4§§33339v01ﬁf;;nary days)sui.the
< Ay X
e % | %

Besides the friendships it helped Brown to cement, the Drone club was

dko gsugzested as the support of his Monthly Magazine. Eight menhers were

said to have beeén his assistants eentriduling the-materiai—For-pubtrit=
83440k but Reré—1i—doubiosL this FeLerTiAS—t6-LRe-—DFonee~—It more

reasonably has reference to the r¥riendly Club.

g e Y ke
The next club to which Brown bvelonged i3 thet organization known
1 &MI‘V'L&

as the rriendly Club. The name was pRedabiy-taken from the earlier one

in Hartford made up of the somialied “Hartford Wits: amd among whose

2 _
members were Trumbull,the Dwights, Barlow,Elihu Hubbard Smith and Richard

Alsop.
i"\/b Q\.IVQ“\

Brown went to New York in September of 1796

staying with Dunlap about six months but according to Dunlap the

1 Wn2ther this is the same cludv 8 noticed by ¥Francia in 01ld New Yorkx
P.28% a3 under thes presidency of General Lalight w2 do not know. No he
accounts avallable give Lalzht as 3 member ofF—Broftd—wddiib- @ ool (R Cffﬁ

2 Bllis:Joseph Dennie, University of Texas Bulletin 15 July 1912/2/555,_,

Aot vwverjie,
Weao
R @nmw%fww
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élub had been originated earlier. From Smith's dlary we find a meeting
called as early as 5 September 1795,though no one attended.

In his manuscript journal Dunlap records a meeting of a club--which
was the Friendly Club--on Saturday 21 October 1797 at Smith's when
he says George Muirson Woolsey,Dr.Iiller,Mitchill,Johnson.and himgelf
were present. He also recordé that @n Sunday 12 November--which should
be Saturday the eleventh-- the same club met at his house and Dr.
Miller was present. Aga&}n Sunday 21 January 1798-—which should be
Saturday the twentieth--the club met with W.W.Woolsey--Smith,Johnson
and Punlap being present. Saturday 17 February the club met at Willlam
Woolsey's. Saturday 31 March the club met at Smith's and Jonnson's.
On Saturday 21 April according to Dunlap the club met at Smith's--

1
which should read Johnson's--Johnson,W.W.Woolsey and Mr.Radecliff
were present. 5 May the club met at Dr.Miller's. Saturday 12 May
it met at Dunlap's--W.W.Woolsey and .Dunlap's wife (! ) were present.

Those two dates of Sunday are errors for the meetings were always
held on Saturday. This should be noticed and remembered for later
we shall find it stated that the rriendly Club met on Tuesdays.

oy va
=

cd to in Johnson's

1 Judze Jacotr Aadclirfrs ol Pougrxeepsle alsc referr
'e58 ) Lo Kent 29 May 1799.

letter (¥ent collection,Litrary of Congress
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Smith's manuscript diaries give a far better account of the club
than Dunlap and a summary will show Brown's attendance and the evants
of importance.

5 September 1795,meeting called but none held.{(Account of the club
~to ve quoted presently) 10 September,plan for magazine to be quoted
presently. Meetings were held 24 Nov.}5,12,19,26 Dec.;16,23,30 Jan.,
1796,6,13 Fev.,5,12,19,26 (Good Friday ),March:2,9,16, 23,30 Apl.'.7,
14,21,28 May, 4 Jﬁne;lo Sept.,Brown present;17 Sept.)24 Sept.,Brown
present. Following this Brown was present at all meetings save the
doubtful one of 1 October,as rq;lows:1;8,15,22,29 Oét.;5,12,19,26
Nov.),3,10,17, 24,31 Dec.;?,lu J'an.,l;l97;ll March. He was absent 18,

25 March;1,8,15,22 Apl,;}O'Sept.:7,l4,21 Oct.)4,11 Nov. Meetings were
also held 18,25 Nov.;2,9,16,23,30 Dec.,6,13,20,27 Jén.;1798;10,17,

24 Febd.;3,10,31 Mar.,21,28 Apl.:5,12 May. No one came on Smith's

night of 24 March and Jonnson's of 19 May.
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though the error suggests one of the probable objects of both

organizations. On ly 1833% he the Friendly Club and his

and Brown's and oying Boswell,which fact

the excellent taste of the club members.

1
11is in nis Joseph Dennie speaks of this as the Tuesday

robably followed
error made by Dunlap in another of his publications.
2
The leaders were spoken of by Wilson as being Brown,Bleecker,
5 .
Dunlap and Kent but Hemstreet gives Brown alone. So far as we know
trhere was no particular leader. Each host appears to have lead in
turn. If there was any one leader in the sense of being an originator

or a permanent president Smith was probably the one.

Dunlap in the Monthly Recorder of April 1812 gives the following

account of the club.

"About this time the three gentlemen just mentioned were
memvers of a social literary meeting,which was known to
those who participated in its pleasures and advantages,

=Y 2

2 Memorial History of New York,N.Y.,1893,Vol.IV,p.233.
3 Literary New York,N.Y.,1903,p.77.
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by the unostentatious appellation of the “friendly club.*
The meetings were held in rotation,at the respective houses
of the members,on the Tuesday evening of each week. Never
was a place of appointment,of this nature,repaired to witn
greater avidity,or the pleasures of unshackélediintéllectual
intercourse more highly enjoyed. All form was rejected

by the “friendly clubv”,and but one rule adopted,which was
that the member who had the pleasure of receiving his
friends at his house,should read a passage from some author,
by way of leading conversation into such a channel as might
turn the thoughts of the company to literary discussion

or critical investigation. This was Tfor the greater
portion of the time it existed,truly a “friendly club;"

but after a continuation of most perrfect and cordial
communion for a few years,thedmon whose infuriated and
blastirng influence 1is unceasingly exerted to mar the
blessings of our envied country,party-politics,founa

his way among the “friendly club,* and the institution
died a lingering death. Yet I believe the surviving
memvers feel a brotherly arffection towards each other,and
a regretrful remembrance of those days,the more endearing

as tre knowledge that they can never return becomes more

impressive,from the ravages of time and the unspairing
strokes of death."

o e
As we—shall see’|wher-we study his magazines and political pa.mpnlets

Brown held as lasting an impression of the ratuity of political

discussion as Dunlap did, and—dn—the-lormer—alass—of—pubitrattomns

the wreck of the Frierndly Club in +4#rds mind he would not admit politi-

cal discussion, andthus—successiully ayvolded-the—shoats—that—endangels

SR A EL OB

1 bror

Another account of the Clubd supplied by Dunlapsreads: aeeLfol-lbows+—
I\

A great source of pleasure and improvement

to Charles during his residence in New York was

a literary society, formed before his first visit,

which under the humble appellation of * the

Friendly Club,” continued for several years to

1 Vol.I,p.57. meet weekly at the house of one or other of the
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membera, to discuss literary or other subjects; and
occupied part of the time in conducting a review. The
members of this club were Wm.Johnson,Esq.;Dr.Edward
Miller}. the Rev.Dr.Samuel Miller; Dr.S.L.Mitchill; James
Kent,Es8q.; Anthony Bleecker,Esq.; Dr.E.H.Smith; Charles
Adams,Esq.;Jonn Wells,Esq.;W.W.Woolsey,Esq.;C.B.Brown,

and the writer. With most of the mehbers of the Friendly
Clur, Brown was in the habits ol the strictest intimacy,
and enjoyed their soclety. unreservedly on other occasions,
as well as the stated times of periodical meeting.

@L/“;;&,ALCd?Q wao Wade h? fduuﬁak. v b G;ffif;~r7t¢d%hXZ
whiele adla vew Waneg:

B B R o PPV o SR 3 L. K. Q«%’&, Claley roclde
Gapen C&% et Gl Wbl | Somt € hkeble, SR il W
k&m,wl \)~(\"" Cda-.a..,_l '}Sv‘ﬂk \{So%( A»g' ‘/Mﬂu” ‘\\,a "}Nﬁ Q. G/Q'f"z
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Smith in his Diary I under date 6 September 1795 adds considerable
to Dunlap's accounf especially in regard to the members and the
reasons why some of the members were not regular attendants on the
Club's meetings. His record reads:

*Last night was the night for the meeting of the Friendly
Club,but no meeting took place. Johnson told me that there
was none,on the preceding Saturday night. It is necessary
to notice the cause of this double failure,especially as a
sufficient number of members was in town,at each time. The
Club originally consisted of ten men;-william Dunlap,Wm.W.
Woolsey,G.M.Woolsey,Prosper Wetmore,H.S. & William Johnson,
T.Mumford,and E.H.Smith. Catlin met with us dbut three times,
and not in succession. He married,and the %“catish fondness*
of his wife,and perhaps his own indifference,prevented his
ever associating with us,thereafter. Seth Jonnson was unwell
with a rheumatism;which had confined him several months;
and though getting better,was unable to go out. Of conse-
quence,he was present at no meetings but those which happened
in his own,or the turns of his btrothers. As soon as he was
able,he journied;and thenceforth he has been uniformly
absent,and no turn has been consigned him;and this has bveen,
I velieve,for about a year. Mumford removed from hence,
about a year since;and thus left his place vacant. P.Wet-
more has always been distinguished by his want of punctual-
ity ir attendance,so that we have,several times,been on the
point of dropping him. H.Johnson was pretty punctual till
about two months previous to his marriage;from that time,
till now,six months,he has altogether,absented himself.
Since the secession of Catlin and the removal of Mumforad,
James Kent,and Charles Adams,have been admitted. They,and
G.M.Woolsey,have been about equally punctual. They are
abzent atout one quarter of the time. W.W.Woolsey,William
Dunlap,William Johnson and Smith have been punctual,with
scarcely any exception,when in town. It i3 evident,therefore,
that their abvsence must,materially,affect the meetings
of the club. On Saturday evening bvefore last,G.M.Woolsey,
Dunlap and Smith were out of town;Adams was married;Kent
was sick;P.Wetmore and H. & S.Johnson busied;¥W.W.Woolsey,
and W.Johnson alone remalned. There could be no meeting.

The absences had now so deranged the order of meeting,that
no one knew it;and it appeared as if nothing but recommenc-
ing could establish order. In this state,last evening came
W.W.Woolsey,W.Dunlap,W.Jomson and Adams out of town;P.
Wetmore,H. & S.Johnson as berfore;Kent,G.X.Woolsey and

Smith might have met,but knew not where. It is now probable
that the meetings are broken up till the end of October.

It 1is possitle that they will,then,be resumed with added
punctuality and advantage.*
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BAS ides Ihe—aoeount—of—the membera aalle-Zluen the-quotation
adds FHxe-~lDhe 2 8 e 811D od b otheP—sttrreod 3€ AME-3—6
some whom w=l~ou1d otherwise no AVEe KNOown Fe—adt. ger—bveen

cornfiected with Brown.

On the 10th. of September Smith gives an—aeoeuwnrt—ed—the plans of

Q
the club for a periodical-—-a fact which Dunlap Bed.Sfailed~46 recorded

and which in the light of subsequent events in the life of our author

has no little interest, for—udsv—It—reqdass

“Among the many plans which have,at different times engaged
my individual attention,and that of the Friendly Club,none
seemed, for a while,to be viewed with more pleasure,and with
greater assurance of success than that for establishing and
conducting a Periodical Paper;somewhat on the plan of the
Spectator. We-even went 8o far as to allot parts to several,
to form schemes of composition,and to nearly conclude on
a name for our Publication. But this,like many other, “worthy
a better fate“,fell through;owing,perhaps,more to indolence
than any convicticn of our want of capacity.“

Wnen the club was organized is not definitely known,but it appears
4+kat it was in existance at the same time a8 the Drones;at least 1t

must have been 1f the Drones lived as long as thenDreme, essays in the
New York Magazine. Smith's 6 September 1795 reference: to Mumford shows
Thel the club was in existence as far back as September 1794%. The other

evidence wo—~ha%d 18 Dunlap's already quoted which carries it vack to
1793 by stating that Brown was dudy admitted to its exclusive circles
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when he rfirst visited tsm New York in 1793. From his letter dated 22
May 1793 we learn that he had a disagreeable time at New York so
it 1s improbable that he attended the club or that it was holding
sessions then. However the June letter to Bringhurst shows that
Smith's circle,which identifies the Friendly Club,was in existence.
After Brown had been in Connecticut he does not appear to have stopped
long at New York probably only ébtng there in company with Smith.
But in the fall of 1793 he went to New York again and iﬁ 17945~
6 and 7 he made other visits there. In 1796-7 especially,he lived
six months with Dunlap when he probably first became intimate with
the club members. In 1798 he was undoubtedly a regular member.
From another source we learn that some of the members contributed
way
to Dennie's gg;;fg;;g,whicy&dateé the club as eding in existence as
late as 1801. In our accounts of the members we shall therefore
notice their activities from 1793 to 1801 incluslive. iigéigu¥¢ng
their ages we shall use the—date—el 1793 when Brown was twenty-two.
The membership of the Friendly Club comprised a<weL the Drones,
with the exception of Hoffman and Jones,and several additional ones.

Thne list rfollows.

Charles Adams 1is given ey-pPunde$ as a member but the essentia;iﬂzk«594w

st A Tt e wan veanial o 1795w fooe sl st ba weo o Keo y2a,
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-Gib-pletbie 3re not known to«us..Se—fas::EZEEsxnswfﬁe was never

mentioned by Brown.

Richard Alsop was ¥w—3-f9% thirty-two years old. He had bveen
partly educdtéd at Yale abvandoning his course to devote himselr
exclusively to language and literaturz. Brown visited him on his
first call on the "Hartford Wits® 1ir 1793 stopping in Middle-
town Connrecticut,where he found sympathy and pleasure in a home
aof angels. Mrs.Alsop-—a Dwight—with her 1ncomparéble character
made a lasting impression on Brown,as may be seen by his letters
dated 11 June 1793 and the Alsov h2d become
promirent for his contrlibutions to the satirical Eche. Being a.

Connecticut man not residing in New York it 1s“$rovable thnat

1T e Wege av—ail a member, oE—tre—Frtendly Club—e-fNow—Yori

234 Like others to be noticedq,

oad a wekloue ?w&ﬁ1¢@h4¢1 le

he was 3 nenmter of the Hartford Friendly Club —Danlap—peebab&y
&NM :ﬁ cmw e thatfnd %Lkmﬁhjqﬁ\%

_Anthony Bleecker's life and its relation to Brown may be found

in the account of the members of the Drone Club.

X &Amn.\cq.. qk::tr_ &;,\\‘(




Putnam
Wno Catlin was we do not know. Possibly he may have been,the father

of the painter who afterward became an authority on Indlans.
A%k | N
uasosi?ogswell was in 1793 -two years old. He was educated

at Yale graduating in 1789:studied surgery and made a name for himself

in the profession;was married and settled in Hartford. His surgical
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study was made in New York and he may have been at that time a member
of tnis club. So far as we know he was not otherwise an intimate

of Brown and Dunlap may have erred in listing him as a member of

the ¥ew York club rather than the Hartford one.

William Coleman was in 1793 twenty-seven years old. He was a Boston
man;had studied law and practised in Greenfield Massachusetts until
avout 1794 when he went t6 New York where he became a partner of
Aaron Burr. lLater he became Reporter of the New York Supreme Court
and was established in everlasting memory by his court reports and
by being the selection of Hamilton as the first editor of the famous

Evening Post. Brown's intimacy with him in his law days was not

confined to the club--Coleman was fairly intimate with our author
and his fearlessness and integrity probably proved a stimulus to

him. 4s late as 1824 Coleman in the 19 November Poat review of the
Atlantic Mazizine recalled ails acjuaintance and raspect for Brown.

Joseph Dennie is not given as a member by Dunlap and may not have
1
been a member at all. Hemstreet adds him to the list. Born in Boston;

educated at Harvard;he studied law at Charlestown New Hampshire and

was admitted to the bar. In 1775 he published The Farrago,then edited

the Boston Tablet and later removed to “alpole New Hampshire where

1 Literary Wew York,N.Y.,1993,p.77.
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he edited the Farmer's Weekly Museum making himself widely known by

The Lay Preacher essays. He went to Philadelphia in 1799 and never
nea—ggsiéent
resided in New York so probably was at most aa member.
His great intimacy with Brown was later than the Friendly Club--
about 1801 in Philadelphia when the Portfblio'was published and the
so-called Tuesday O8lub held its revels.
William Dunlap's 1life and connection with Brown in this club needs

b

no remarx here> Whali sheuid—be—dvriefiy—satd—has—been—aiready supplied

in the account of the members of the Drone Clubqur.

1l
Theodore Dwight i3 given in Dunlap's American Theatre as a member.

In 179% he was twenty-nine years of age. He had studied law in New
Haven under Judge Plerrepont Edwards;went to Hartford in 1791 and
became faznous 1in his profession. At one time he 1s 3aid to have been
in New York with the expectation of being a partner of his cousin
Aaron Burr but did not stay there long. He was one of the members of
the Hartford Friendly Club and that membership may have been confused
with the New York one. He was somewhat of an intimate of Brown
proabey being visited by him in 1793. In Brown's letter of 11 June
1793 he refer3s to Dwight as the source of information of his where-

1 Pp.1li-15,
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abouts,and in the letter of July he says he found Dwight's home
sugzestive of Wolmar's in Rousseaus Héloise.

Wwilliam Jomnson's,James Kent's,Edward Miller's and Samuel Miller's
lives and their connection.with this club and Brown have been noticed
in the account of the Drone Club and only need mention here.

Samuel Latham Mitchill was in 1793 twenty-six years old. He had
been finely educated from youth by Dr.Leonard Cutting of Cambridge
University;was well read in the clas3ics;studied medicine with Dr.
Samiel Latham,his maternal uncle;and had come to New York in 1780
to satudy under Dr.Samuel Bard. In 1782 he visited Edinburgh and
after four years study took his medical degree there. In 1786 he
made a pedestrian tour to Oxford with Dunlap and later in the year
he returned to the United States and studied law and the Constitution
under Chief Justice Robert Yates of New York. He was employed on
an Indian treaty commission,practically started the fame of the
mineral waters of Saratoga Springs and was made proressor of chemistry-
and agriculture in Columbia College. H1s mineralogical survey of

New York state,his editing of the Medical Repository and his advance-

ment of the steamboat 1nterests of Robert Fulion were among his later
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achievements,a catalogue of which would comprise a remarkably wide
range orf interests scientific,pudblic and literary. He was a versifier
as well as a prose writer. His friendships included all of the great
men of the day and his acquiantance with Brown must have bveen as great
a help as it was to so many othe;s. At the time of Smith's death,1798,
he made no mention of Brown in his account of the death and funeral
po3aibly because Brown was sick and living in Miller's house. He has
lef; 3 very fine recollection of Brown which is in existence to-day.
It seems that in 1816 he sent to John Pintard for the New York Histor-
ical Society a copy of Dunlap's biography of Brown and in the 1etter1
accompanying the two volumes after speaking of Brown as “one of our

Literati« he says:

*I beg you ta place on our shelves,this memento of an
amiable and sensible man,whom I once knew very well.*

-

1 ¥e ar= indedted to Mr.R.Milton Mitehlll for a copy of the Mitchill
lettiar,
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Thomas Mumford appears to have gone out orf the club's life berfore
Brown had become a regular attendant. He married Sm;tn's sister Mary.
The description of his character as found in Smith's diary 5 September
1795 makes him to have bveen of great gravity,a slow speaker,fat and
sluggish in nature.

Elihu Hubbard Smith's 1life and his connection with Brown has been
given in the bviographical part of our work which relates to 1794 and
only needs mention here.

John Wells' 1ife as related to the rrisndly Club and Brown has been
sufficiently noticed in our study of the mehbers of the Drone club,

Prosper Wetmore may have been the father of Prosper Montgomery Wetmore
the author,but we hive no knowledge of the essentials of his 1life
history. The reference to him in Smitn's diary of 19 December 1795
gives him no flattering character and wishes he would not come to
the;meetings. Brown never mentions him.

Genrge Muirson Woolsey 18 not usually glven as a member but there is

evidence to indicate that he was one. Dunlap's manuscript journal




4ol
says he attended the 21 October 1797 meeting. Smith records that he

held the meetings of 28 May,lz Nov.,24 Dec.,1796,8 Apl.,4 Nov.,9 Dec.,

1797, 10 March,28 Apil.,1798. He was twenty-two at this time,had made

: in
his own way in l1life before his eighteenth year and was engaged,mergﬁantile
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pusiness in New York. His relations with Brown outside of the
club were not intimate.

William Waltion Wbolaéy was at this time twenty—seven years

1

0ld. The year previous he had married Miss Dwight at New Haven.
In 1795 his mercantile firm was Rogers and Woolsey. Hig daughter
Laura marrizd w1111am'Johnson; He was later an officer and very
much ;nterested in the vanking business. Outside of the club his
intimacy wiin Brown was probably slight though Brown appears to
have visitéd nim in 1793%,a8 witn=3s nis letter of 11 June refer—
ring to Woolsey for information of hls wnereibouts.

2
nlap in nis Arts of Deslgn says Noah Webster waga member;but

it appea improvable though hs seema.to have deen a member of a

Pnilolozleal SocYty which Dunlap has cozfused with this cluv.

If he were a Friendly mémier he app€ars to have formed no in-

timacy with our author. Thoug? 2 publisnzd his pompous

Duties of Edl 11s%
¢l twanty Amerl ehater
dnes nct Inciadz Brown. Perhips the Candidus-wehster

vusinez2s of tne Amerlcan Resview, the Webster versus the

marviags. Tne gacond was to Saran Chauncey of Philadelpnhia.

y e . &« Lo
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Revie the Monthly Magazine and the slap at “N.W's advice* of

2

the Literary Magazine cut him ick. At least his ideas of

3
novels as “with a new idea* kept him out of sympa ith our

6 )
Barrett®s 0134 Merchants of New York adds to the 1ist Gilbert

Aspinwall and John McVickar. His account of the club,following those
already given,concludes as Irollows:

"It kept up for some years after Washington's death,when
tne members of the Friendly Club vegan to take sides with
the Republican and Federal parties,headed by the elder
Adama and Jerfferson,and they got wrangling,and eventually
broke up.*

~—1—¥oT u.t—u.jjz.

Hgans Jal h

L University of Texas BullPtln 15 July 1915 Pp.156-7.
6 N¥.Y.,1863,Vol.1I,0p.335-6.

& aprarently Jared Ing-=rscll.

2501 .L.\.J.,u.j?.
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Dunlap's journal says Sharpless the painter attended 13 January
1&11&4
1798 which 18 quite p:nbaﬁhe from the fact that three of—thé~itnown

@ pin 12 *
{p’ortraitswere by him as well asAportra.its of seweral other

1
members of the club circle. Wilson makes the club distinguished to

an extraordinary degree by saying that no 1288 a personage than H#he
$unemed Washington was a visitor. As we have seen in our biographical

atudy of the year 1798 Scandella the distinguished Italian noble was

probably,{;guest <«f (Smith*s)at the club.

»

puweia*fie Friendly Club appears to have supplied the supporters of

Brown"s Monthly Magazine and American Review. Miller in writing to

Morse under date of 3 April 1799 says:

“There 18 a society,or ciub,of some ten gentlemen,who
meet once 2 week to consult about the magazine,and con-
cert plans to make up its contents and to promote its
interests. Of these ten,seven are decidedly Federalists,

the other three are a little democratic,but remarkably
mild and moderate men.*

AR —--Ratl—809~-13tex Brown was one of the seven rFederalists.

1 Memorial History of New Yorx,¥.Y.,1893,Vol.IV,p.233.
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So far as we know the ¥riendly Club was the latest New York clubs
to which Brown belonged. There 1s some circumstantial evidence which
suggests he may have been the president of another similar organi-
zation in Philadelphia called the American Literary Association?tne
details of which we have considered in our critical study of Brown's

Literary Magazine.

When Brown went to Philadelphia in 1804 and settled there for the

uepdan

rest of his 1life he had access to the @iub circiles of Joseph Dennie.

el

Acccrding to most accounts the meetings were held ocamPuwesdays and
&

the contributors to the Portfolio were especially welcome at them.

X Juwes @ | S
E111s in his Joseph Dennie adls—to th€ 113t Nicholas Biddle, ¢

Clantzs Grodkda (o (e
Horace Binney, Thomas Cadwq‘der,Natnaniel Chapman,Asbury Dickins
A ~ U ’
Samuel Ewing, Philip Hamilton, —————e Inger5011%71111am Meredith, |
Richard Peters,Richard Rush, ———--- Stock,Robert Walsh,Thomas I.

Wharton,Alexander Wilson and William.B.Wood1bu%—msng-ofheimmrﬁmme
—-—M\

K(}(M SE)/LQ,,GM &Q_,Qi‘(;; \{% |§t§{&fi§t,f=(é’7,
X e, Garel @ﬁ%@
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So far as we knowmBrown was ¥ engive contrivlitor to

PortFolid\and he did ot s milus toNlead-film into

such convivia rcles as Dennie™N,When in New ¥Y0rk ther¢ was

little of ! inking tha! made Dennie's circly noted.
/
€ rot—sarprising—that there is little evidence to show

B#e attended the Tuesday Club very much and it is only probable that

Wéa
he atsemded on special occasions when some celebrity such as Thomas

e Do,

Moore,or some importunity of the printer Asbury Dickins lead him to
expect an intellectual stimulus. As it usually does his marriage
appears to have made him less and less of a club man. His literary

efforts had vecome s0 laborious that all nis time was needed to

accomplish the worksa he had undertaken.




