


WIELAND

1798

Wieland;or the Transformation was published anonymously on Septem-

‘ [ontt &) Sftile,

ber fourteenth »f 1798. The Joint letter from Brown, Smith and Johnson

to Dunlap and the preface dated the third woulad suggest the book was

published on the fourth but Smith's statement in his diary 18 definite

and trustworthy. : .
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:ﬂi: &fﬂne source for the

1

L
ventriloquism oéhﬂuexani‘

 Brown's note 1n chapter

Cre

nde
ZXII which makas‘&,definite Feference Ccomprises i3 fea%—kaow;éEZQ

A5~ we—traced—we Le Ventrilogue ou L'engastrimythe by L'Abbe De 1la

1 Abe &

Chapelle,publisned at Paris in 1772. In that work we—find—a—ssurce

G
W
~for the 1dea of the voice of the vg&riloquist heing "une révglation

2
divine® or *la voix du Ciel." The volice heard by Wieland in the

\3d

summer house may eewtse have come from the “voix qul partoit de

o 5
le voite du Tﬁ;?ig;;,;Qhe trick plaved by Carwinﬁan Clara Wieland
by wnicn EES 1a—bei&9¥ed %1 her lover\to bve unfaithful’&i? be traced

to the cases of Barbara Jacobi and Louis Brabvant. *“\

e _
C::::;n~zznwn¢s~ne%e there is a reference to the ability of sewme ventrilo-

quists to imitate musical instruments and there is an explanation of

the term “blloquism* both of which apparently were intended dy—Bsmsum

cre &G L +" 7
to b2 tesesd—to—the—ideas—as—-found in this work.

1 The pagination is continusd through the two volumes.

2 LVoL. T, p.55. 3 {Vol.I, )p.218 and (Vol. I, Jp-468.

4 (¥ol.5iT, p.%72. 6 (¥ol.I,)u.1l62. 6 {V¥el.1, ) p.2ll,
FriV¥el. .k, ) p.204 ani {Vol. II ) p.407.
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o
The description of #ew Baron de Mengen developsd his ventrilo=

i 2
quial powers, and the doctor's presence wanted at Paris, are

also ixnsiestions that Beeswnls ideas were-influenced

“
by #Hee—3eading of this work. Another

18 inmportant; i YAl

"Car il\faut avouer que cet Art\est,cn ne peut paz plus,
propre a ce dangereux manége,& a Je ne sgals combilen
dtautres supercheries beaucoup plus graves."

The po3s3ibllity that what was a source of great amusement whkesn

wa3s8d mlght become a greal danger 13 clearly one of the germs of

Wieland. The religious side es—veniaitogwism 1s also treated in a

-4

7
section devoted to Les Rellgieux Dupes and 1s soon followed by
calling zttention to the possiﬁility of destroylng superstition

by me=ms—o<L ventriloqulal power--Rrown's motive in Wieland.

*

1 {Wnd oIt $p.2od of. 2 {Vol.TI. ) piduz.
2z L¥eR IT, F p Y00 "f(\ja?.jf) k_ur]!
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Perhaps the origin of Carwin's character may have come from the

Me

explanation of 4 case of ene Louls Brabant of which La Chapelle says:

"que le ,voix du Ciel n'est presque jamais que la voix
d'un Scelerat ou d'un Filiou." i
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BESRRTSRTRRAY .

To t-ha.%—-‘aeei{/\we might add the two sermons by Lowman read by Brown

in 1795,for the volce of God PETEECEICIL VLT s S s S A
W ow 2 i
Sane_miterrtiy—$con the Dissertation on the Clvil Government of the

Hebrews. The applicatlon of some of the Revelation of StJohn may

Mh&d anpezrsenal echo in Erown's heart =
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S

-eﬁpea&eaeaqémong the Quakers a *“dazzling light* and “voices

X o~
whispering of evil* were details quite common.,Resrhaps tne

temple ®ay have originated 1in George Fox's idea that God 4id not

dwell in temples made by hands but in peo

‘ e's hearts. John Woolman‘
onpos AR precap O (LTl (V084 e cofamint Guen &5 Crchan
had one of these experiénces,having his/ 1dols to be sacrificed--they

2
were silver vessels which h%Apurled nder an oak. That Brown mes~

training for some of the religious

GLMIEG—Q

eable to tneiiA?octrine of direct

Re¥e owed something to hilis Quake
side of his novel could be tr
Arnd me*wd;
revelation even though ne/}urned the inner 1light into spontaneous
combustion and the dirgﬁf revelation into ventriloguism thereby

giving proof positive to Friends that the novel as a class was.

pernicious and Widland as an example was sacrilegious. Hewewer,

S e Ve s
"k;.@*{\rﬁ\ﬁait1h~ Vi,J%jif\Cc1~“ Gl Jb 29,

1 A.R.Burr:Religious Confessions and Confessants Boston 1914,p.

i54, ESTEL S .
2 Journal New York 1922,0.187,174 2 mo. 175h7. T I{imstanae.




: I
Ann Eliza Bleecker in her December 1781 letter written from i

Tomhanlck a part of Pittstown in Rennselasr county New York to

her half-sister Susan Ten Eyck says:

“The most traglcal arffair nas happened here that I

ever remember to have heard of. James Yates (son of

him 2t Pitt's-Town, ) a few night3s ago murdered his

wife, four children,his horses and cow,with circum-
stancasd of cruelty too horrid to mention:by all appear-
ance he is a religious lunatic.®

Seetwe—periedioniappoaranass—ol Jhe story carry at the nead{-

oo
40g k49 letter addressed to the editor:

®Sir
" The enclosed Account I transmit to you for pub-
lication,at the particular request of a friend,who is
; well acquaintgd with the circumstances that gave rise
=Y 4/ to 1t.~It wasSdraen up® by 4 female hand,and she here
relates respecting Mr.Y-—— what she xnew of him herselr,
) Qh.hh Go{&hﬂmw ku&kaih,hw]TGS{&_lgé, 7Lzéﬂmk AQQ‘FLJE£
Qnones heivline e Guondy !

o mizha
V3 "Poor Hrs.F——

4 In nar 6 August 1782 letter to tne same she say
wa3 lately-dellvercd of 4 cnlld who 13 4 terror-to svery one
that sees 1t. It 3eems 3hs wasd 3truek with so much norror at
the . 3ight ol James ¥Yat28's murdsered famlly,that it made
too fatal an lmprassion.®
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As there are few accessible copies of either of the old
3
e
magazines 4;—ﬂas—been-oens¢ae¥°&—w%3e-ve publisn the story
here in full aa_i4_apgaa*;_;nﬂbe%h~pe¥%e&%eals

Wb Lo

—The Anna-story-readss

Carl Van Doren,im~ths Nation 12 November 1914,pp.577-8 is
£irst 3tudent of Wicland who has botherad to consult it.
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“A¥ ACCOQUNT
Of a MURDER committed by Mr. J————— Yoo ——
upon his Family,inDecember,A.D.1781..

THE unfortunate subject of my present essay,
belonged to one of the most respectavlie families
in this state;: he resided a few miles from Tom—
hanick,and thougin e was not in the most afflu-
ent circumstances,ne maintained his family,
(Which consisted of a wife and rour children, )
very comfortably.--From the natural gentleness
ol his dispositicn,his industry, sobriety,probity
and kindness,hlis neighbors universally esteemed
him,and until the fatal night when he perpetra—
ted the cruel act,none saw cause of blame ir him.

In the afternoon precedirg that night,as it
was Sunday and there was no church near, seve-
ral of hls neighbors with their wives came to
hls house for the purpose of reading the scripture
and singirg psalms;: he received them cordially,
and when they were going to return home ir the
evening,he pressed his sister and her husbvand,
who came with the others,to stay longer;at
his very earnest solictation they remained until
near nine o'clock,during which time+he conver—
sation was grave as usual,but interesting and
affecticnate: to his wife,of whom he was very
fénd, he made use of moré than commonly en-
dearing expressions,and caressed his 1ittle ones
alternately:—he spoke much of his domestic
feiicity,and informed his sister,that to render
his wife more happy,he intended to take her to
New Hampshire the next day;: *I have Just
been reritting my sleigh," said he, "and we will
set.off by day-break."-—After sirging another
hymn,¥r. and Nrs. J---f---nXdeparted.

"They had no sooner left us (said ne upon his
éXamination) than taking my wife upon my 1ap,

I opened the Bitle to read to her—my two toys
were in ved-—ene five years old,the other seven;:
——my daughter Rebecca,about eleven, was Sit-—

ting vy the fire,and my infant aged about six
months,was slumbering at her pother's bosom.
—-Instantly a new light shone into the Troom;and
upen leoking up I beheld two Spirits,one at my
right hand and the other at my left;—-he at the
left bade me destroy all my idols,and vegin by :
casting the Bitle into the fire:——the other Spirit
disspaded me,but I obeyed the first,and threw

the book into the flames. My wife immediately
snatched it out,and was going to expostulate,

when I threw 1t in again and held her fast until
it was entirely consumed:-—then filled with the
determination to perservere,I flew out of the
house,and seizing an axe which lay by the door,
with a few strokes demolished my sleighpand
running to the stable killed one of my horses—
the other I struck,but with one spring he got

T A T 2 Th» Blesecker rzcord says he killed 31 cow and
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clear of the stable.--My spirits now were hnigh,
and I hasted to the house to inform my wife of
what I rad done. She appeared terrified,and
begged me to sit down; but the good angel

whom I had obeyed stood by me and bade me

go on,"You have more idols (saild he) look at #
your wire and children." I hesitated not a mo-
ment,out rushed to the bed where my boys lay,
and catching the eldest in my arms,I threw him
with such violence against the wall,that he ex—
pired without a groan!--his brother was still
asleep——I took him by the feet,and dashned his
Scull in pleces against the fire-place!--Then
looking round,and perceivirg that my wife and
daughters were rled, I left the dead where they
lay,ard went in pursuit of the living, taking up
the axe again.——A slight snow had fallen that
evenlng,and by its light I descried my wife run-
ning towards her father's (who lived about halrf
a mile off)} encumbered with her babe; I ran af-
ter her,calling upon her to return,but she shriek—
ed and fled faster, I therefore doublad mny pace,
and when I was withir thirty yards of ner,tnrew
the axe at her,which hit her upon the hip! the
moment that she felt the blcw she dropped the
child,which I directly caught up,and threw
against the log-fence-—I did not hear it cry——1I
only heard the lamentations of my wife,of whon

I had now lost sight; but the blcod gushed so
ceplously from her wound that it formed a dis-—
tinct p%}h along the snow. We were now witn-
inXgiglet’vr ner father's house,but from what cause
I cannot tell,she took an opposite course,and
after running across an open field several times,
she agair stopped at her own door; I now came

up witn her--my heart vled to 3ee her distress,
and all my natural feelings began to pevive; I
forgot my duty,so powerfully dicd her moanings
and pleadings affect me,“Come then,my love,
“(said I) we have one child left,let us be thank-
“ful for that——what is done i3 right—we must
“not repine,come let me embrace you-—let me
“know that you do indeed love me.* She en—
circled me in her trembling arms,and pressed

her quivering 1lips te my cheek.-—A voice behind
me,said,"This 1s also an idol!"-—I broke from
her instantly,and wrenching a stake from the
garden fence,with one stroke levelled her to

the earth! and lest she should only be stunned,
and might,perhaps,recover again,I repeated

my ©lows,till I could not distinguish one fea-
ture oI her face!!! I now went to look after :
my last sublunary treasure,but after calling ze-
veral times without receiving any answer,I re-
turned to the house again;and in the way back
picked up the babe and laid it on my wife'®s bo-
3Cm.-—I then stood musing a minute——during

X Lnu-ﬂmm x Dwee_
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next. ¥

which interval I thought I heard the surpressed
Sobbings of some one near the barn,I approach-
ed 1t 1in silence,and teheld my daughter Re-
becca endeavoring to conceal herself among

the hay-stacks.—--1

AT the noise of my feet upon the dry corns
stalks——she turned hastily round and seeing me
exclaimed, "D father,my dear father, spare
me,let me live-—let me 1live,——I will be a com—
fort to you and my mother-—spare me to take care
of my little sister Diana-—de--do let me live.“—-—
She was my darliag child,and ner fearful cries
plerced me to the soul—the tears of natural pity
fell as plentifully down oy cheeks,as those of
terror did down her's,and methought that to
de3iroy all my idols was a hard task--—I again re-
lapsed at the voice of complaining,and taking
her by the hand,led her to where her mother
lay;then thinking that if I intended to retain
her,I must make some other severe sagrifice, T
bade her sing and dance——She complied,terribly
8ituated as she was,--but I was not acting in the
line of my duty--I was convinced of my error,
and catechirg up a hatchet that stuck in a log,
with one well aimed stroke cleft her forehead.in
twain——she fell-—and no S8ign o retaining 1ife
appeared,

I then sat down on the threshecld,to consider
what I had best do——“I shall be called 3 mur-
derer (8218 I) T shall Bbe selzed——imprisoned——ex-
ecuted,and for what?-—for destroying my idols
—Tfor obeyirng the mandate of my father--nc,

I will put all the dead in the hnouse together,and
after setting fire to it,run to my sisters and 3ay
the Indians have done it——"I was preparing to

drag my wife in,when the idea struck me that

I was going to tell a horritle lie:" and how will
that accord with my profession?(asked I.) No,

let me speak the truth,and decare the good mo-
tive for my actions,be the consequences what

they mayv."

His sister,who was the princirpal evidence
against him,stated-—that she nad scarce got
home,when a message came to Mr.J————— n, her
husband, informing him that his mother was 111
and wished to see him; he accordingly set off
immediately,and she not expecting him home
again till the next day,went to bed——there be-
ing ro other person in the house. About four in
the morning sne heard her brother Yoo call her,
She started up and bade him come in. “I will
not (returned he) for I have committed the un-—
pardonable sin--I have burnt the Bible." She
knew not what to think,but rising hastily open-
ed the door which was only latched,and caught
hold of his hand: let me go,Nelly (said he ) my

¢ clade R
the Iirst instalment closed with "To be cemtipued in our




hands are wet with blocod——the tlood er my Fli-
zabeth and her children.--She saw the blood
dripping from his ringers,andher's chilled in the
veins,yet with a fertitude unparralleled she beg-
ged him to enter,which-—as he did,he attempt-
ed to seize a case kKnife,that bysthe light of a
bright pine knot fire,hne percelived lying on the
dresser-—she prevented him, however,and tear-
ing a trammel from the chimney,bound nim
with it to the bved post——rastening his hands pe-—
hind him.--She then quitted the house in order to
£0 to his,which as ahe approached she heard the
voice of loud lamentatiocn, the hope that it was
Some one of the family who had escaped the ef-
Tects of ner brothner's phrenzy,suvdued the fears
natural to such a situation and time,she quick-
ened her steps,and when she came to the place
Where Mis. ¥——ww- lay,sne perceived that the
moars came from Mrs. Y-—---'s aged Tather,who
expecting that his daugnter would set out upon
her Jjourney by day treak,had come at that early
hour to bid her farewell, :

, They alarmed their nearest neighovors imme-
diately,who proceeded to Mrs. J--——n's,and
there found Mr, Y——w=e in the situation she had
left him;they tookx nim from hence:to Tomha-
nick,where he remained near two days—-during
which time Mr. W---tz-—-1 (a pious old Lutheran,
who occaslonally acted as preacher) attended
upon him,exhorting him to pPray and recgent;
but he received the admonitiocns wilh contempt,
and several times with rtdicule,refusing to con-
fess his error or join in prayer--I say Join in
prayer,for he would not kneel when the regt aiq,
but when they arose he would Prostrate himselr
and address his YFathey, " frequently saying
‘my father,thou knowest that 1t was in ovsdi-
ence to thy commands,and for thv glory that I
nave done this deed." Mrs . Bl--—-= Yratl whose
house hne then was,bade some one ask nim who
his father was?--he made no reply--but pushing
away the person who 3tood between her and him-—
self,darted at her a look of 3uch indignation as
thrilled norror to her neart--his Speech was con-
nected,and he told his tale without variation;-
he expressed much sorrow for the 1058 of his dear
family,but consolged himself with the idea of
having performed his duty--he was taken to
Albany and there confined as 3 lunatic in the »
goal, Trom which he escaped twice,once by the
assistance of Aqua Fortis,with which he opened
the freont door. _

I went in 1782 with a little girl,by whom

Mr.Ble-a==rlhad sent him some fuit;he was
then confired in ®?dungeon,and had several chains
on--he appeared to be much affected at her re—

1 Minerva:Bleacker. z bivanve . oa
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membrance of him,and put up a plous ejaculation for
her and her rfamily--Since when I have recelived no
accounts respecting him.

The cause for his wonderfully cruel proceedings is
beyond the conception of human beings——the desd 350 un.
premeditated)so unprovoked,that we do not hesitate
to pronounce it the effect of insanity--yet upon the
other hand,when we reflect on the equanimity or his
temper,and the comfortable situation in which he was,
and no visible circumstances operating to render him
frantic,we are apt to conclude,that he was under a
strong delusion of Satan. But what avail our conject=
ures,psrhaps it is best that some things are concealed
from us,and the only use we can now make of our know-
ledge of this affair,is to be humble under a scene of
human frailty to renew our peltion, “Lead us not into
temptation.*

May 27,1796.¢

Brown's use of the—detaids—o9d Anna's Account make 3 remarkable
display of hils literary ability. His omissions exnivbit nis

v ,
superiority te—Annais taste; the transfer of some details un-

altered prove $he_accnuracy—sef his Judgment for the essentials
of a story; but by far the best examples of Brown as we should
know him are in the details which for one reason or another

he aitered.

Wieland's pe¥senality—se—Lfar as themurder motive {S—aoneercad
1s the same in both stories; of course Brown added —ais—title
eBaFASLer other details from the other motives %ﬁa%—c&m;*%sa
Fredand but in both the source and the book we find the murderer

has the same quality or ancestiry, the same character of kindness

Ll s brabaptitin o 2o 0 e B Gt bl e
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and industry and sobriety,the same general financial condition
of simple comforts of 1life and the same sized family,a wife and

3
four children. A8 1in most murders night 1s the time of the act.

There was no lock to the J---f-—-n door the same as in Clara
Wieland's home. The effulgence seen by Wieland i3 the same
new light that J.Y. saw just before he beheld the two spirits.
Mrg.J---f---n 1is gotten alone at night by her hwsband going
off to visit a sick mother just as Clara is isolated by Pleyel
going to attend on Catherine. The cause for the crime was in

2
botn cases insanity. Both storles conclude with the unnecessary
moral tag. In both the narrator is the sister of the murderer.
In voth the murderer 1s confined in a dungeon,in chains or
fetters.

The omissions made by Brown comprise the following. All iden-
tifying details of Anna‘s case he wiped out. FNot one name was
allowed to afford any clue;and for this Brown deserves all the
more credit bpecause he could have had no danger of any libvel
suits such as Mrs.Bleecker's déughter who published the name
1 One child is not Wieland's own 3o that the number of chlidren

13 not exactily the same though to all intents and purposes it

may be consider=d so.

2 Brown's explanation in chapter XX i3 the mania mutaoilin as
given in Erasmus Darwin's Zoonomia.




and the family of the murderer,may have had. The day of the crime;

the religious service at home; the plans for the following day; the
axe and hatchet used as weapons; the sleigh and horse; the details
of the murder of the children; the wife's attempt to escape; the grue-

some dance and song of Rebecca; the consciousness of 1lying 1f he

burnt the house with 1ts horrors; the moving about of the prisoner

Fs

: 1.
from house to house until he was located at the Bleecker's;the

bloody trail on the snow; the aqua fortis (nitric acid) which was
the singular means of one of the murderer's escapes;.tne prayer of
the prisoner and the mysteriously upexplained l1ittle girl who took
fruit to the priscn; all are left in ;he periocdical source wherein
they were found.

The alterations comprise a number of minor changés, several of
paramount importance to the story of Wieland and some made necess-
ary by the eliminaticn of certian details of the crime as narrated
by Anna which probably appeared to Brown to be purely fictional.

Instead of the neighbors finding the murderer at the J—I--n's
they find him at Clara‘'s house. The case knife on the dresser
1 Ann Rleecker's husband had been previously captured and carried

off toward Canada sc that a proper guard for any criminal might
well have been found at their farm.
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becomes a pocketl knife. The time set for the sister®s deatn,
early morning,1s changed to night. The omission of the destruc-—

’

tion of the sleigh and one horse carried with it the omission

3 !

of the wife's knowledge that the murderer had performed any acts
of violence which makes the Wieland scene be;ween the man and
his wirfe all the more powerful. J.Y. had a proper repugnance

to being considered a murderer but he knew berfectly well he
was one--¥ieland would not alleow any one to think of him as
such a criminal;tnrough the story almost to the very end he
maintained an unchangeable belief in his performance of his
duty. The burnt Bible disappears but by Brown the 1idea is
carried over into the spoﬁtaneous combustion motive of Wieland
the elder. The change of location from Tomhanick and Albany

ﬁo the fanciful Mettingen in the environs of Philadelphia
consequently changes the trial and jail confinement from Albany
to Philadelphia. To provide for the incidents which happen

out of doors Brown also found it necessary to fix the date df
Wieland's crime at a different season;therefore the snow on'the

ground of December 1781 was changed to the summer and early

autumn “petween the conclusion of the Frepneh and the beginning
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In chapter XXII there is a note which contains the Macbeth

quotation and wai-ed thereby acknowledges the "Hoid! Hold!"

ejaculation of Carwin was derived from Shakespeare.

]

~we-sxanipatisn—er—the—deialls of the possitle—Beurees——ol.

—Wigland must take accaunt of another influeree. It has been
1
suggested that Brown's Wieland owed something to Schiller's

Der Geisterseher. This idea has veen adopted for investigation

: :
by Walter Just ir Die Romantische Bewegung. Just finds parallels

zZ
in tke motifs such a3 the doppelganger motif, in the principal

characters who appear to have a sombre destiry; irn the religious

madness motif underlying Wieland's character:; in the secret socie-
!J,

ties,the romantic mysticism and the night side of nature. All this

PRy

1s going too far afield for what can be found nearer at hand aad

48 entirely teo general anditeoc—indetinite.

; il 5 ;
2 ; The solitary walks on the vanks of rivulets and the meeting in
the summer house on the bank of the river may be from the walks
of

Rass2las and the2 Princess' and her brother's meeting in
Johnaon's Rasselas.

L]n[c l@ﬁ"‘lf
e 1 F.H.Wilkdrs:Americana Germanica , Yol.111,%0.2, P+137 note ana

D. 1%28. Possivly Keats' 1dea of Wieland (22 beptamber 1819 letter .-
2 Wetnar 1910. 2 h»
3 This 13 irexplicabvale. Se far 23 we understand the German

ides thers 18 1o Such motiyve in Wieland.
I There 18 no secret gcciely in Wi é_l__ii_l. The ldea was used in

Carwirn.

to Woodhouse ) as "a domestic prototype of Schiller's Armenian® —
s may have been known to Wilkéns.
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Schiller's Gheisterseher was made avallable to the American who did

pobllad? i e, ST At Lok

not read German by an abrid ed edlt,j.onA y

,_pﬁ 7
: ; d)_\.,_()"bk\)‘“\%d‘ L‘m
S ot ol the—year—previcus —pubtished by Brewnls_publishers the Swords in

1796.

-ng to the “advertisement® comprised the—whols work—of—waieh only

the rirst volume,nad_h2en_£e;meaiy—%ransia%eﬁfaﬁ&—puttisnea,tne'
second having been carelessly abridged’3o—eh&&—Bﬁewa—éea%d—eﬁiﬁaaave

Ragd the ZLerxmer, 1o have had the whole work he must have read volume

two in German--or had t? translat _zo—aém1not at all improbable. No

D\'\Lw.)

difficulty should be made of the matter. Brown and any other man like

him would know the whole work if he knew any part of it;so we assume

he did,put divide the debailed evidence according as it may be

etk

traceable to ene or the other of the two volumes. TneAepistolarv

; 2
form;the figure in the midst of splendour;the opening for another work;

L2
the candle extingulshed and the warning voice of thunder;the inter-

L4 5
course with superior beings-and the hereditary religious melancholy

1 Letter IV,Jommson to SeymOAr--Vol I .182 of the Philadelphia 1301
edition M—qh&‘r’-] Wian Fag a7 g Dacgurae .

2 Vo1.I,p.154. 3 First 1PutPr of Count 0. in continuation.

4 Vol.I,p.4k. 5 ¥ol.I,p.65, !
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may be echoed in Wieland. Mewaprebably fhey are +he commonplaces
1
of literary craft and owed nothing to Schiller. The secret inspector.

who suggests the secret witness may have given the secondary title to
3

Ormond 1f we must g0 So far to rind waet f¥:ai&-&bcut—anyhﬁ&man*betng.

2 3 :
The secret society:and the meeting of Theresa in the church may have

gone into Carwin if we cannot believe them commonplaces. The—lattwr—ig—

£

WREdly—werth-clatming. So far as we know Schiller had no more right to

a patent on church meetings than Monk Lewis. If the idea is to be
creditad to anyﬂone Petrarch and Laura,l3z27,and Boccaccio and siam-
metta,l334,are respectful claimants. If the story told of Charles

Brockden were an invention of Brown's it may have been inspired by the

Ve
&

meeting of the secret soclety when the murder of the witness:is argued.
' ueg
In the Schiller asecount the idea of transportation to America was

however not included. The second volume supplies several similar 2

clamdoad

details and only could be influential in one that 1is peculiai ynamely

3
the use of acqua fortis for opening bolts and locks which was

Cevell-

originally planned for use in Wieland}

- ioni and his wig in the history of e Armenian may recall the story

2 ¥0l.1.,9.69:
4 Vol.I,p:147.
6 Vol I,p 95,

e e

MHVWRCW% %%dLU WA

I Vol.I/ n.12.
3 Letter V.
5 Vol FT,p. 150,
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for by the qther sources given.
After all there has been too much of 3 %e¥y general nature and
not conv%nclngly original made out of whole cloth 80 as to claim a

~possible influence of the German romantic movement on Brown. He un-

doubtedly derived from the supernatural séhool,which existed in

England long before Germany had any Gothie romance movement,all that

he did not find in the authorities which he indicated or devised for
himself.
i
In spite of Ford K. Brown's claim that Godwin's earlier works
inspired most of Brown's novels Wieland cannot possibly be ecalled
Godwinian either in its morbid characters or in its incidents.
To sum up:we have three unquestioned origins. (1) The spontaneous

Aritol {dEmany, Waqasua,
combustion motive which comes from the Kadliar—and-Erench—journa:s.,

(2) the ventriloquism which comes from La Chapelle and (3) the murder

which comes from Othello, the Madness of Hercules and gruesome Anna.

1 William Godwin London 1926,p.323.




Manuseript

*Thou,omnipotent & holy! Thou wast
the prompter of my deed. My hands
were but instruments of thy will,I
know not what 1is crime. 0r what ac-
tionl evil is the ultimate result.
Thy knowledge as thy power is rem-
embered. I lean upon thy promise I
cheerfully sustain the load of pain
Or 02 hatredl men may lay upon me.
In thy arms of thy protection I en-
trust my safety. In the fullness of
thy justice I confide for my reward.

You say that I am criminal. Pre-
sumptuous mant! Thou deservest that
the arm of (?) vengeance should
crush thee. Thus implously to usurp
the prerogative of thy creator. To
count thus rashly on the comprehen-
ston of thy views:on the full per-
vading property of thyl !

I am not commissioned to be thy
punisher.'vis well for thee,I am
not. The wrong thou hasl & 1 is1
to resentment. A space is allowed
thee for repentance. If I were,how
would thy shadowy security vanish.
I am fettered & surrounded. Therel
I cannot reach thee where thou art,
but let the commission be given &
in spite of chains & walls & inter-
posing multitudes,my hands should
snatch thee from thy3 seat & hurl
thee to death.”

956

Wieland

You say that I am
guilty. Impious and
rash! thus to usurp
the prerogatives of
your Maker! to set up
your vpounded views and
halting reason, as the
measure of truth!

“Thou,Omnipotent and
Holy! Yhou knowest
that my actions were
comformable to thy
will. I xnow not what
is crime; what actions
are evil in their ul-
_timate and comprehen-
sive tendency or what .
are good. Thy knowledge,
as thy power,is unlimited.
I have taken thee for
my guide,and cannot err.
To the arms of thy pro-
tection, I entrust my
safety. In the awards
of thy justice, I con-
fide for my recompense.

“Come death,when 1t will,
I am sarfe. Let calumny
and abhorrence pursue me
among men;I shall not be
defrauded of my dues. The
peace of virtue,and the glory
of obedience,will be my
portion herearfter.”

Being the only example of original manuscript of any of Brown's

published works, the passage 1s important and wbrthy of reproduction

for illustration. It shows how our author worked when he revised--

how he cut down,how he introduced Latinisms,and how he improved the

relation of a part to the whole.

1 Illegible.
3 P. 19 has the last few words.

2 Infamy or Infirmity,cancelled.
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Inﬂ?he Address to Congress of 1809 we find the unusual adjective
Welu8

/Ehe verses are of the same stamp and quite

mazy.
1
naturally developed from several lines of his own poem entitled
. uszg. e 7z¥'lﬂxck' ,f,
Devotion and dated September 1794, so that we—are—lead-to aceept
,¥ﬁfkﬁﬂrﬁw¢ R N e T o
them as Brown's. On first sight it might be said that the absence

of quotatlon marks indicated that, but Brown often omitted them
Qoe ey \etle olni-
in using other's verse. As—we._3hall see presently these—yerses
/M,‘M\O\NE%M"& \rL‘-‘M';.a_ ‘1,&’,{?‘ Wlpda
are importint IRd-RAISSNry a3 2 pa:£~e£ the book and should aiways
@v&i%&i-bvn«ti; |
be gevenr—on—the title-page.

The scene 4f theistory 1is 1aid in the neighborhood of Phlladelphia,
for the most part at a country seat five miles distant named

-2
Mettingen,and for a chapter or two shifting to the city,then aasin

saiftins to another country place'five miles south of the city,and
in the concluding chapter going ovér sea to Montpelliér in the south
of France near the Mediterranean and finally to Avignon.

The story is the tragedy of the religio-maniacial character

from whom the book takes its name. Fee—ForTizmrani—tolonial:-

1 American Register Vol.III,pp.567-78.
~—2-Brown says from its first owner-bul Mettingen 13 a German towm
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l .
rambling near Mettingen recalls Brewn's rural walks along the

2
Delaware and Schuylkill; and the dream of Clara in which she

was swallowed up in whirlpools and caught up in the air by
gigantic forms recalls Lhe one Brown had of himself as related
in the letter of 9 August 1792.

Several other detalls may be autobiographic, at least they
pertain to Bro;n's interests in life though they may not be
literally related to him. Among these is the bust of Cicero
set up in the temple;;tne earliest appearance of Carwin stroll-

ing along the bank of the river'may be inspired by the 111it-

erate clewn plctured in the 1792 letter from Vine 3treet, Satur-

Ji

day morning,7 o'clock; and the death of Catherine/may be an echo
of the death of the wife of Brown's youth: Possibly Clara's
thoughts of using a penknife as a2 method of suicide was the
one contemplated b& Brown himself. Later we shall see a simildr

detall of a tomahawk in Edgar Huntly.

1 Chapter XXII. 2 Chapter XXVIi. 5 pnapter IIl.
4 Chapter VI. 5 Chapter XVI.



"'T leave you to moralize on this tale. That virtue should
become the victim of treachery is, no doubt, a mournful
consideration ; but it will not escape your notice, that the
evils of which Carwin and Maxwell were the authors, owed
their existence to the errors of the sufferers. All efforts
would have been ineffectual to subvert the happiness or
shorten the existence of the Stuarts, if their own frailty had
not seconded these efforts. If the lady had crushed her
‘disastrous passion in the bud, and driven the seducer from 2
‘her presence, when the tendency of his artifices was seen 5
if Stuart had not admitted the spirit of absurd revenge, we
Should not have had to deplore this catastrophe. It Wie-
land had framed juster notions of moral duty, and of the
divine attributes ; or if I had been gifted with ordinary
equanimity or foresight, the double tongued deceiver would
have been baffled and repelled. **

Thus we 3¢e that our author in Wieland did not attempt a_mer;

amu3ement for\ his readers. On the low level of pleasure slips

and imperfebtio;s are hardly serious and small ability 15 needed

to make a seeming finished product.

Brown on the other\hand attempted one of the highest flightg--
religious vigotry--and 51ip there i3 much more than casual.
Furtner than the opening closing as‘quoted the verses on the

title-page and the "advertisemgnt" 1llustrate the author's

intention. How well he did it we Mave snown. Taken as a whole

Wieland represents Brown's highest litwrary achlevement in prose

Tiction. ;
@/Lvurw_)
In its relation to his 1ife Wieland stands as #3s introduction

to the public as a novellst. As he arfterward in substance said,

to have been the author of Wieland made him well known, ameng-—ihe

2iterary people of his dai It might be concluded from the fact

wy

*s-.%:.“':",

A%

g
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that the Memoirs of Carwin did not appear immedlately following

' £
eland \that [tleds—wozrk did not sell as well as was hoped). bat—we

7

miist _rememher that success with a hopk 13 nof siways—omasser

of—ai2as. On the whole témis—edesr—tiat Wieland wzs a success to
the extent that the reception of it stimulated.the author to an
almost unprecedented output. As his first pretensious venture
it i=deed convinced the public that its author was to be dealt
with as an entirely new and original poweriia-ﬁmes;éaa-iéseﬁe%a?er

L"‘JO oL
a power whose influence wss=%® run through st—%he literary

SRR

history of-America-ewen—~down to the present day. Frem—thi3—tdue

y oI

oy -

r———————

1 According to the 1807 catalogue of the Library Company oL
~_Pniladelphia Brown presented it wilh a cODY. = Hilpderars . /COples

T tha‘briginal sneets were,as we, sl sSee in aromnts letters

of 1800,sent to England;so +nav 1943 clpar the whole first
imr*93310?jwes notZSOTQ How many/ copies Xit was we know notnj

Lot paler h@dﬁ
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