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CHAPTER XII 806
¢
. THE STRUGGLE FOR CONTROL OF HIS MEDIUM
1797 Aetat.26
The daily intercourse,the free and easy because simple 1life,the
full friendship and fraternity,the stimulating intellectual and
literary atmosphere,are graphically presented in the Memoirs kept by

Flinu Hubbard Smith. The entries contlinue::

Monday 2 January:"Ch.B.Brown came in while we were at
breakfast....Found Brown here,when we came home."

4 January:“Alsop and Ch.B.Brown here."

6 January:“Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here."

7 January:YAlsop here,several times,and Brown and Dingleyl
....The evening,veing Cluv night--Dunlap's turn--at his
house--a thin meeting. Present,Brown,Dunlap, Smith,the
Woolsgeys. Two alarms of fire which proved to be only from
chinneys did not contritute to our amusement. Trifling
conversation,for the most part.™

Monday 9 January:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here...Alsop
here....Dr.Mitehill,¥r.Miller,Brown and Alsop all here,
in the afternoon.¥

The next day's record firds our author in Smith's and Johnson's
apartments reading as well as breakfasting or calling or writing.
It seems that Mrs.lLovegrove had sent to Smith a3 lot of books to be
sold 2t auction and the three intimates of 13 Cedar street took ad-
vantage of thelr presence to read what appealed to them. Dunlap,
Aléop and Erown had teen in for vislits and when Smith returned from
the professicnal calls which took him out for a short time he found
Mrs.lovegrove's copy of Wieland's Lon Sylvio lying on the floo;.
1 Amasa Dingley the phrysician and surgeon of 42 Golcd street,whom Smith
freguently assiszted prorfessiorally. Tunlap's diary 4 Octover 1798

speaxs of him only as Johnson's friend. 21 Septemter he was reported
dead of the yellow fever,denled on the 23rd and confirmed on the 2uth.
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A study of Brown's Wieland will show some detalls which may have

echoed from Wieland's Don Sylvio but when the real sources which we
nave found are studied it 1s provable Brown was ndt indebted to that
work. Don Sylvipo may have directed hlis attention to Scudery's Grand
Cyrus,it mav have suggested the finding of the portralit used in Arthur
Mervyn,it may have strengthened in his mind the rfascination for trap
doors and the supernatural especially as material for prose fiction.
If he did read the ook it must have been to him more than a2 passing
interest.

The record gocs on:

Wednesday 11 January:“Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here....It
raired this evening and Ch.B:Brown spent it with us. Dis-
course on the i1dea of God. Theism and atheism."r

’

Tuesday's reading of that book by Wieland and Wednesday’!s discussion
of the idea of God are not very far from part of the foundation of
Brown's Wieland.

Smith's entries continue:

Thursday 12 January:YCh.B.Brown here. Dunlap came 1in,
and,with nhim,James Brown--Charles' brother,from Phil-
adelphia. He sat here an hour....Dirgley here....vefore he
went away,Charles 3and James Brown came in,and the 1last
stayed t11l1 7,1n the evenirg;the former ti111 9.*
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It appears that Brown's brother James,ir spite of his business

11fe was not at all an uncongenial spirit at Cedar streeti Le

e e vad
was taxﬂi-invheartiljkpy the group and must have Leer—sbEo-ie

o ale
také{%ack to the old rome in Philadelphia a Faitirferl plcture of

ﬁ/tm (n..on-l Waptrr 7:31' lrauva

the New York 1life of our author.
Lc»&t(}\( and L&LM‘? and lrwm.l.

Friday 13 January:“Ch.B.Brown and James Brown break-
fasted here. Dunlap came 1in,after breakfast. It was
11 when I sat down to labor-..I went to Dunlap's. He,
Charles and I walked out of town,and it was after U
when we returnsd. bunlap came home with me. James
Brown came in;and sat till 6,when he and Jonhnson
went to the Theatre."

14 January:"Ch.B.Brown and James Brown were,also,
here. The former,in the afternoon...This being

Clutr night,and Johnson's turn,the members were to
rmeet here. It has been ralny,all day;and rained
hard, ir the veginning of the evening. Present,Brown,
Dunlap,Johrnson,and Smith. Johnson read the three
first lectures from the second volume of David
Williamsl--much to our pleasure. Dunlap read us

some passages frcm his play,on which he has bveen
employed,at intervals,so long--and whicn,I believe,
he designs to call “The Fall of Robesplerre“2--

what he read was pleasing.*

1 David willlaws wis th2 foundar of the Poyil Litersary Fund. His
nosx iy niTe T2en trouzit to the wttentilon o7 Brown wnd his
frienis Ty ot Tha0% tnat ducliog cerisis in 1778 rranxlin nad
o 4 r2fuer ln Villtlaaws' houss. Ta® worx rafrrrei to i3
pmarently thno Lootucos on tar Univerani Frineiplss and duni-s
of krellzion ani sorillity wntoa appoassd 1775 Lo two volumes
Ths ¢nirietsr ol Lho worg 'v4s aprropriit= to tnais tian of
Cylizicus 2otate. An 1nte1ra,ing d=2t:1il of Willianzs' 1life is
that he organizad 31 club T »rion Fraunglin volonged,., The
ioagopera ners raoarxzd for thizir n221l22% to 1ttend church.

2 Uaally Zlvarn vy thno nuane wlens o and 3iid Le niTo Tesn unacind.,
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15 January:"Ch.B.Brown and James Brown here. Willlam and I
called at H.Jommson's;and dined,and spent the afternoon
with James Brown at S.Johnson's...I went to W.W.Woolsey's.
I found Ch.B.Brown there. Soon after Dr.Dwightlcame in.

We had--all of us--a long,various,and interesting conver-
sation;and parted at 10."

4§§pday 16 January:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us...James
Sfown came to see us. He goes to Philadelphia to-day.”

That little five days visit of James Brown to New York and Brown's

circle meant more rfor our autpor than mere secial delight. It should
2

be remembered that James was ®&an eldey¥ of his brothers. He was the
financial and directing head of the family affairs. That he founa
his younger brother,the author,in a set of gentlemen of serlous
mind and industrious habits,that they were not as may have been
thought,a set of jovial dandies lolling in the arms of luxury or
much worse,was probably a great force for the continuance of our
author in the ;1ne of action he had chosen for himself. From this
time forth we can count on James Brown as a zealous supporter of
Brown in all that he would undertake.

Though that entry of Smith's only mentions James Brown as planning
to :eturn to Philadelphia,it is more than probable that Brown himselfr

went there with him,or else that he shortly arfter followed him. The

gap in Smith's Memoirs is however filled by another sort of material.

in 1797 Jamss 1llv=sd a4t 119 South Second street.
Tinethy Dwignht,vnc3e pr=acning in 1201 w2 shall find dis-
ri=asad Browm.

il ]
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On* Monday 16 January 1797 at the John Street Theatre in New

Yorx Jomn Blair Linn's Bourville Castle.or the Gallic Orphan was

1
played for the first time. So far as we know the work has never

been published and there is no trace of the manuscript which may

have been destroyed.2

To us the notable part of this otherwise unimportént play 18 in
the manuscript, for Brown assisted Dunlap in correcting it and
writing out the parts for the players.

The 14 January Minerva announced it thus

"Bourville Castle;or the Gallic Orphan. Written by a
young Gentleman of this Clty,music composed and compiled
by Carr,--accompaniments by Pelisier.? A serious drama.
First presentation Monday evening January 1lé6. By 01ld
Anerican Company.

Characters.

Charles Bourville - Mr.dodgkinson
Guthrum -  Mr.Crosby
Bernard - Mr.Jefrerson
William --  Mr.Macgrath
Strabo - Mr.M¥unto
Huntsmen Messr3.Seymour,lLee & C.

Alfre - Mr.iyler
Marcia - Mrs.Tyler

and Julia - Mrs.Hodgkinson

Box 8s Pit 68 Gallery 48 6:30 interspersed with songs.!
The same n2wapaper,which we should rememver was one anti-slavery

1 The first productinn was 3ucceeded by a farce called Modern Antilaguss.
The 3aconl was on Friday =2venlng 20 Jaauary. 1t had a orolovue
spox2n Ly Mdr.dzrtin and Tne farne LOLlON'I’ w23 All tqo World's a
Stage. The tnlrl production wasd author's aight wadnesday 25 Janlar/,
with %12 prolozue and <he farces Two Sirings Lo ¥Ynur Bow.

Smitn read 1t 28 Fedraaly.

Paiisier was 2vidently popalar wi<in the young playwrignts of Brown's
circlie. ¥2 have 3een Smitn's Zdwin and Angelina al3o had his
assistance.

N
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organ in which Elihu Hubbard Smith had an interest,also contained
a critical notice of the production as follows:

"On Monday night was performed a Serious Drama,inter-
spersed with songs,called Bourville Castle,or the
Gallic Orphan. It 1s said to bve written by a young
Gentleman of this City,when not more than sixteen years
of age. Whether it was owing to the title or to some
other cause,is unknown,but it drew a far more crowded
house than generally happens in this city on the first
performance of an American production.--Its reception
was warm and flattering.--And in fact it justly deserved
all the applause that was bestowed upon it. The plot is
simple,but interesting.--The circumstances attending
it are supposed to have taken place in the days of
comparative rudeness;when Europe had not yet emerged
from the gloom of Barbarous ignorance;and unfolds
one of those solemn and affecting scenes which so
greatly abound in Gothic story. It 13 the tale of
injured innocence and murdered greatness,and 1s told
with great bveauty,affecting simplicity,nay often with
uncornmon pathos. Not one incident i3 redundant;but
all are more or less connected with the subjeat and
seem naturally to flow from it. The characters are
such as the plot naturally suggests--They are happlly
selected, finely executed and supported in an admirable
manner.--Charles Bourville the Hero of the Drama is an
amiable,and exalted Youth. How does his soul melt with
tender pity at the tale of murder,and how taerribly
does it swell with indignant rage at the discovery of
damning villiany--He is one of those @nef-d‘'oeuvres,
in dranatic composition,which ex¢ite admiration for
their majesty and dignity,but do not disgust for their
overwrought and unnatural construction. The style 1is
elegant and highly musical in some parts;tho by no
means deficient in manliness and vigor. The sentiments
are noble and grand,but mixed with tenderness and
delightful melancholy. They breathe the spirit of
Christian philanthropy and morality--Upon the whole,
tho it would be "outstepping the modesty of nature"l
to call Bourville Castle a production equal to
Shaxespeare's,yet it is but the Just tridvute of merit
to say that considering the author's years,it is a
masterly dramatic composition;and contains every
requisite,both as to sentiment as well as to musie and
scenery,to excite the feeling approbvation of an audi-
ence.

It would be unjust not to say something about the
acting of Bourville Castle:all the pralse must not
be lavished on the composition,for the performance
c311ls also for its Jjustly merited share. The actors
in general performed their parts admirably well.
Hodgkinson was excellent in Charles;in scarcely any

1 Zanlet,Act 2,sc.ili:"oc'eratey not tne mod=23ty of nature."
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character has he shone much more conspicuous. Crosby,
in Guthrum,was generally Jjust and sometimes masterly—
ane thing,however,it will be well for him to keep in
memory:“That he did not know his part sufficiently
accurate‘. Munto in Stravo excelled himself. The ex-—
pression of his countenance,however,was not sufficiently
characteristical. He ought to have assumed a more

grim and dark appearance. It ¥8 unnecessary to mention
more names:suffice it to say,that all the actors
performed their parts in such 3 manner as deservedly
acquired the warmest and luudest applause.”

While not of importance it is interesting to motice that Brown
may have written that criticism of the play. Besides the external.
evidence,which points to this conclusion,if we remember that
Dunlap had once asked him to write his opinion of one of his
plays,the fact that the Hamlet quotation is incorrect,and all
the familiar characteristics of style,diction and construction

would indicate Brown a3 the probable author..
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Aceprding to Smith's Memoirs (I) Brown must have been out of town
for some days after his brother left New York on the 1éth. The next
we hear of him is on Saturday the twenty-first,when Smith makes this
entry:

“In the evening,received a short letter from Ch.B.Brown."
Just when Brown returned fo New York we do not know. The next entry
of Smith's shows us our author‘back in his o0ld haunts of Cédar street.
Smith's records go on:

Sunday 29 January:“"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us.*

30 January:“*Ch.B.Brown here and Dunlap twice. The former
read me some pages of his journal;the latter,read me some
passages lately written,from his YFall of Robespierre";:

and left with me his little opera of “Sterne!'s Maria"iz——
which I went over with great pleasure. These friends were
here in the afternoon--and W.W.Woolsey."

31 Jinuary:"Ch.B.Brown here,in the afternoon,and Dunlap.”

1 February:"Ch.B.Brown here,mcst of the day;and quite sick
in the evening,from indigestion,and consequent cholera--—
induced by clams for dinner.*

2 February:“Ch.B.Brown was much better to-day....Ch.B.Brown;
as usual,spent most of the day here. We conversed,two hours,
in the evening."

4 Fedbruary:“Found Ch.B.Brown here when I returned--Conver-
gsation....Found Charles here,reading “Camilla” when I came
home. "

1 Sterne's Maria;or The Vintage,played two years later,ly January.
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Camilla 13 not the only one—el-lll3s Burney" epistolary novel/ which

—

we know Brown read but this record eé—h+a—reaﬂtng—4{ 1s-aa.ear%f?an-
acquaintance with her worx;jur4ma_haue—fe&n&rﬂ%m—%o—have—nse. It 18

interesting because it may have had an influence on Jane Talbot to the

extent alfthe-20tden of Lionel and Camilla suggesting the supplyiasg of
funds to the vrother of Jane. Possibly one name,Westwyn, <t used in
ormond,may have lingered in Brown's memory, Frem—tiris—roveiw But the
most imporiant etféct.a‘-)( is provably to be found in ske=faet that
Brown appears to have taken warning from the prepost°rous length of
Mi3s Burney's novels 8¢ that when he came to write 7Q eplistolany revel.

ayoded
Yol he stased—offWITII at—icast—bhe—tegxtive—virtwe—d-ned tiring

his reader..

1 A 2opy of tne H.7. I rr. Bull 1797 =23izion in Tive volumas con-
tniaet tne names o E.L.Poyd 2231 Nan Beusesn®il {?) stemdlsd
i

Boyd wmay Ye Samita's frienl mentlon-
: 3 Fapruiary. vol.l nas tae name Samillia on th= front fly-leaf
afd in 32 nandwriting which ippears to te Brown's.
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5 February:“'Ch.B.Brown here...William and I left Charles
here,reading Camilla...Charles had departed.®

nonday 6 February:"Ch.B.Brown(here) much of the day."”

7 February:"Ch.B.Brown here and Dingley."

8 February:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us...Charles here
in the afternoon.*

9 February:"Ch.B.Brown here."

10 February:*Ch.B.Brown,in the afternoon,and evening till
near 10. He read us, from his journal,of Carlovinga & ."

Gl areega

That—reading was probably the seame work)z? we now know as the

Carrils and Ormes‘9;-wh1ch_mﬁ_3hall_hean_mo:e—&n—ene%he;—p;aeo-4a

smtnu entites continues:

Saturday 11 February:'Brown here,forenoon and afternoon.

We read together,with new admiration and delight Milton's
Hymn on the Nativityl}land his two best Sonnets "“The Great
Emathian conqueror";2and“I waked,she rled,&c."3....We have
had no regular Club for some weeks;owing to various circum-
stances;tut are to meet,in due form,at our house,next
Saturday evening.“

12 Fe¥ruary:“Ch.B.Brown here. We walked on the Battery.

The day was unusually fine. We then called at Mr.Riley's.
Johnson met us there and we all dined at S.Johnson's. After

dinner we walked out of town.*® Xu_d b ot ‘ﬁ? 4_,{,.
(,n?lﬂ"“s Ll o b AT e 1n
The next entry shows 238 our author/\enterﬂlg the dramatic rlelad.

mwwm“
_ a
A=z s e e wi Dwgoslid

nw”2+ a%%emp%«*% The story is complete 50 far as this trial goes

Aw““'

¢¢mﬁ X- /and we shall allow Smith to tell it.

/
4

Monday 13 February:.“Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us and has
been here most of the day. He began to dramatise “Hermsprong“——
a task which I had alloted for myself,but which,since he

has undertaken it,I shall be spared the execution of. So

much the better--I shall have the more time for other pur-
poses....Charles has,also,recommenced his Philadelphia
novel,so fiercely undertaken in the autumn of 1795.%

1 On the Morning of Christ's Nativity.
2 Sonnet VIII:When the assault was intended to the city.
3 Sonnet XXIII:On his deceased wife.
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We have seen Johnson—and probably Brown and Smith—~reading Bage's
Hermsprong on 5 November 1796. Later 1t seems Smith iantended to drama-
tize the story as a comedy. According to the details previously noticedq,
when dramatiged by Brown it was to be a tragedy,but how that could
have been done 13 not clear. Tragedy or comedy it has too many charace: -
ters,several important incidents that were impossidble to the stage in
Brown's days and bvecause it 13 distinctively a novel of manners it
lacks muanif not all dramatic effect. Brown's uitimate abandonment
of 1t probably indicates that he soon found it was not within his powers
to remold it for dramatic presentation. Like a combination of Farguhar's

Stage Coach and Goldsmith's She Stoors to Congu2r, in the hands of

some genius better versed than Brown in the drama,it might be staged
but if it were, Bage would not recognize his own child.. So far as the
records go apparently it has never been done and Brown and Smith are

the only ones who ever attempted it.
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what Smith calls Brown's Philadelphia novel is probably Sky Walk.

Whether he at this time had thought of the new title,Edgar EHuntly,

18 not clear or suggested.
The usual tenor of life goes on:

Tuesday l4 February:"Ch.B.Brown here most of the day,and
all the evening....Charles has been all day,writing verses.
He read them to us--after a sad manner,this evening. He also
read what he has composed of his novel. William read what he
has written in his Journal;and I the contents of mine,from
th@ time of my setting orff for Litchfield. We conversed."

In his endeavor to gain possession 6 his medium Brown essayed
verses 3s well as all the other forms of literary effort. So far
as we know the verses mentioned here by Smith have not been identifed.

Wednesday 15 February:"Ch.B.Brown here,all day,writing.*

16 February:“Ch.B.Brown has been here most of the day--writing.*
17 February:“Ch.B.Brown here,all day writing.“

18 February:“No club...Ch.B.Brown here,most of the day,
writing."

19 February:"Brown here and Boyd and Dr.Mitohill Charles

and I walked."”

20 February:"Ch.B.Brown writing here,most of the day."

22 February:“Ch.B.Brown here writing.*

23 February:"Brown here,as usual."

Friday 24 February:'Brown here,writing.*

25 February:" Our Club,seems nearly annihilated. Yet I still
encourage a belief,that when Kent and Dunlap return,we shall,
or:ce more assemble;and proceed with,at least,our usual spirit."”
26 Fevruary:"Brown slept with me. We had multifarious and
interesting conversation.”®

27 February:“"Ch.B.Brown here,most of the day,writing.....This
criquejon Mrs.D'Arvlay's “Camilla" perfectly corresponds

with 1y sentiments,and those of friends Johnson and Brown."

1 A1l our attempts to Tind 1% have Deen in vailn.



Smith's records go on but not in the usual manner.

Tuesday 28 February:“"Brown here. Spent the evening at
S.Johnson's. Mrs.Lovegrove,Mrs.and Miss wWilkinson,Miss S.
Morton,Miss Sedgwick,Stillman,Howlandl&c.,Mr.Gahn,Morton,
w.Johnson and I there. We accompanied some orf the ladies
home;and sat half an hour at Mrs.Morton's.*®

Whether Brown was of that party is not clear. From the company it
will appear later that he may have bheen.

Wednesday 1 March:*Ch.B.Brown here."

2 March:*Ch.B.Brown here,as usual."

6 March:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here. A reverie,after bvreak-
fast,which 1dly occupied my mind till I was called out.*

8 March:"Ch.B.Brown spends great part of every day here—-—
writing,&c."

11 March:*Charles tells me he 1s going to Philadelphia

this next week. This resolution is sudden--btut fortunate...
The Club was revived this evening and convened at our house.
Present,Brown,Johnson,Kent,Smith,and the Woolseys."

Monday 13 March:*Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us.

With so many vreakfasts eaten together that entry or the 13th.
falls into insignificance. Probably the greatest event of the day
was the fact that Smith's and Johnson's landlord served notice on
them that they would have to vacate the lodgings they occupled at
13 Cedar street. It was great in that it lead up to an event of the
U*Wnnst importance to our author,an event which we shall not anticipate.
Smith's Memoir continues:

Thursday 16 March:*Charles determined to set off for Phil-
adelphia to-day. I called ineffectually,on Miss Collins,

and then went to Dunlap to assist Brown in his preparations....
I wrote a few lines to Joseph Bringhurst--Charles tooWhis
leave. He went away,apparently,not with the best spirits.

I fear ne will effect but little,in Philadelphia.':

1 Abigall Howland later wife of G.M.Woolsey.
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Though several young ladies had come into the 1life of his
New York friends Brown's errand to Philadelphia had no relation
to them. On the 1lth. Smith spoke of his plan to go as sudden,
but fortunate--which we know did not mean that he was glad to have
him go. Now when he actually does go and is not in good temper

Smith's idea of the departure changes 8o that he thinks Brown

What-alt s hallile v any &@‘;im
From—the—later-—FoferendéyiAprii—bto—the

t

will effect put little.

%M)\* w 6o q’\ﬁa“?.e @ Wmase an 22, e TR ed

reasonable explanation of—hdi—t¥ip 13:%%-»%

—

~ERetng—~prelally e fforts were dbeing made to find regular ad ({\L‘L\Q

literary employment.
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From Brown's letter to Dunlap,dated 1 January 1798,1t &ould appear
he parted from Dunlap about Fevruary of 1797,after having lived with
him at New York and Perth Amboy ever since about Septembver l796:but
frem Smith's memoir we must conc;ude that it was at least late in
March when he went back to Phiiadelphia to visit hils ramily.

As sogn as Brown had gone Smith found time idle on his hands so he
returned to the dramatization of Hermsprong. Of course our author had
given the dlarist the ldea that he would never attempt to complete 1t
S0 the theme was again Smith's own to do with it as he saw fit.

smith received a letter from Brown on the 23rd of March and on the

28th. he recorded::

Mr.Gahn saw Ch.B.Brown in Phniladelphia and Mr.Laffert.
Both were well."

On the 17th. of April Smith wrote and transcrited the following

letter to Brown.




817

To Charles Brockden Brown

Tid you think a mere note of business more worthy of the
clerk of a counting-house than ¢f a benevolent friend,sufr-
icient for those you left tehind,that you have melther
solicited the continuance of the correspondence of either,
or replied to him who snatched a few minutes from the
pressure of accumulating occupations to write to you? I say
nothing of myself,tecause,ignorant as you are of the causes
of my silence,you may think me equally reprehensible--but
what will you answer respecting the Dunlaps and Roulet? He,.
the last,has called here,repeatedly,in the vain expectation
of hearing from you,of receiving the promised but neglected
letter. He even forgets the philosophy of his character,and
the gestures of his surprise proclaim nim,not a Swiss,but
a Frenchman. If you have any good reason for this delay,
let us have it. I long to be able to Justify you to myself
and to our friends. If you have employed your time better
than in writing to us,I shall rejoice. But,pardon the sin-
cerity of nry frtendship,I fear it.

Now for information which may be more pleasant to you
than this reproof. Dunlap and I shall be with you in about
a fortnight;i.e. we shall bte in Philadelphia. We expect to
spend 3 week or ten days there. I wish you may impart this
irtelligzence,seasonavly,to Joseph;3so that,1f possivle,he
may continue to meet us. To see him,will greatly enhance
the pleasure of our stay.

You may have heard of the revoluticns in our theatre. I
fear they are likely to affect our friends® welfare. At
present,all is confusion and uncertainty. He has lately
recelved a2 letter from Holeroft;——and such a letter--but
you will see it,when we meet. There are pretensions in it
which make me tremble. I 3ee nothing 1like 1it;and dread
lest re 1rpose upon himself and us.

Remembrances to all friends. How are trhey? I purpose to
send this vy Rev'd Mr.uiller.

E.H.Smith.
Mcnday April 17 1797.
Pine Street No.4¥5.N.Y. 1

1 Smitn had moved from 13 Ceddr stir2et on the 13tn., of April.
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The plan of Dunlap and Smith to go to Philadelphia was made because

they had been selected as the New York society delegates to the fourth

1
convention for the abolition of slavery. Brown at this time did not

have a house of his own where he could offer them rooms but stopping
at his father's rome he could receive their calls. As willbpresently
be seen the three spent much of their time together there.

The letter of Holcrortvmentioned in such cryptic language 1is of

importance to Brown and at the same time 1s so full of literary wisdom

. 2
and worldly intelllgence it must be drawn from its obscurity and quoted

at length as an example of the interests of Brown and his friends.

1 In Poulson’'s puvlication of the Proceedings they were 1listed as two
of ~he five delegates and attended 31l the meetings. Samuel Latham
¥iter11ll was another of the delegates,being present May 5,8,9. Thomas
P.Cope was tre secretary and macde his report at ths latest session.
Tne neetings were reld in the Senate chamber as fcllows:¥ay 3 (Wed-
nesday )--1C A.M.;4--1C A.M.;5--2 P.M.;8(Mcnday )--7% P.M.;9--10 A M.
The Philadelphlia membership was 591. Brown was probably 2 mexber but
he did not attend the convention.

2 Dunlap published it in his American Theatre pp.159-60. It is appar-
ently unknown to Holeroft's editors and vlographers.
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Holeroft wis an intimate of Godwin,he was interested in 1deals
of society,was a well known novelist as well as dramatist;in fact
was a professional man of letters. His play the Road 1o Ruin,which
establishad his fame and still preserves his immortality,as we
have related,had been seen by Brown and his friends,3¥ October 1796.

The letter reads:

"To Mr.bunlap.
Dear Sir,

I received your last letters dated May and
Octover;as I had done others some months ago,in which
you wished me to read your manuscripts. Your friend,

Mr .Brewer,offered to put these manuscripts into my
hands;this I declined,and I will state my motives.

The reading of manuscripts I have found to be attended
with danger. I once read two acts of a manuscript play,
and was afterwards accused of having purloined one of
the characters.The accusation had some semblance of
trutn:latent ideas floated in my mind,and there were
two or three traits 4tn the character drawn by me simi-
lar to the one I had read;though I was very unconscious
of this when I wrote the character.

A still more potent reason is the improbability of
good that 18 to result from reading manuscripts. To
read carefully,examine conscientiously,and detail
with persplculty the errors which the judgment of a
critic might think deserving of amendment,is a labor-
ious task:it devours time and fatigues the mind,and
but seldom to any good purpose. Books of criticism
abound,and may be consulted by an author wno is anxious
to improve. I grant that the critical remarks of a
friend may bve of great service. If a man have attained
that elegance of diction,depth of penetration,and
strength of feeling wihich constitute genius,to criti-
cise his works before they are presented to the public,
may be a useful and a dignified task. Men acquire these
high qualities gradually,when compelled by that rest-
less degir2 which 1s incesgssant in its endeavours after
excellence;and for these gradations thes books already
written are,in my opinion,sufficient. Your friend gave
me William Tell to read:it proves you have made some
progress:but it likewise proves,as far as I am a3 Judge,
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that much remains for you to accomplish. Common thoughts,
common characters,and common sensations 1 have little
attraction:we must soar beyond them,or be contented to
walk the earth and Jjoin the crowd. Far be it from me to
discourage those efforts of mind in which I delight:vut
far be it from me to deceive. If you would attain the high
gifts after which you so virtuously asplre,your perserver-
ance mudt be energetic and unremitting. I consider America
as unfdvorable to genius:not from any qualities of air,
earth,or water:but because the efforts of mind are neither
so great,so numerous,or so urgent as in England or France.

You wish for an independence. That man is independent whose
mind is prepared to meet all fortiunes,and be happy under
the worat;who 13 consecious that industry in any country
will supply the very few real wants of his species;and
who,while he can enjoy the delicacles of taste as exqui-
sitely as a glutton,can transfer that luxury by the
activity of nis mind and vody to the simplest viands.
Every other man 18 a slave,though he were more wealthy
than Midas..

I send you my narrative,2 but am surprised that there
should be any dirficulty in ovrocuring it at New York. To
a bookseller,the conveyance of such things 1is familiar
and ea3y;to an individual it has the inconvenience of
calling his attention to trifles,and disturbing his ordin-
ary progr=s8s. I am not certain that the man of literature
i1s not benefitted by these little jolts that awaken him,
or rather endeavours to awaken:but I know from exper-
lence he 1is very unwilling to notice them,they therefore
easily slip his memory. This is the reason that I d4iad
not send it vefore as you desired.

With respect to the stage,it 1s a question which can-
not ve effectually discussed in a letter:but I have no
doubt whataver orf its high moral tendency. ¥Weither,in my
opinlon,was Rousseau right relative to Genoa;for that,
which 13 in itself essentially good,will,as I suppose,
be good at 311l times and 1n all places.

T.Holcroft.
London,Newman-street,
December 10th.1796.*

i

After readinqthe letter Dunlap's wounded vanity distorted any

Judgment he had and nullified any knowledge of the meaning of

Holcroftis words So that he missed its greatest value. What Brown

1 Tn

¢ nliy only 23 T2 T ored to Tereelve tan tratn of tne critt-
S, Inatne2al ol Taging otans? funlan snoula hare admitted tnat
W3 o2oattat Yo 2iter Lo tne povualar taiste,
Narsativa oI xacts ralating Uo i Pros=cution Ios Hizh Treason,
c.,2 nairts,Lonlon 1795.
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slight

w2

\acquaintance with his character #4e perceive ¢t#at he could el

etk
have thought {t anythgig 1less than remarkably valuable. Coming

from a man who had worked his way from the lower ranks of society

to the heigths of literary fame the letter must have given Brown

wo=3itLthe courage and confidence. Its absolutely sound literary

ethics 1s enough to recommend it to any writer.

Ten days after Smith's letter to Brown an answer from Erown was

received by Smith. The day following he amd-—-buidap went to Prince-

ton and the next day aon to Philadelphia. The memoir gives the

details of the visit:

Saturday 29 April:*(Afternoon) We called on C.B.Brown.
He spent the evening with us--till 10. We sat up late--
conversing."

30 April:*Brown called in the morning. Afternoon I

was at his father's....In the evening called on C.B.
Brown...wrote a few lines to Bringhurst.”

1. May:"Called on Ch.B.Brown. We went to Cope's--to

see Mrs.Robinson--formerly Miss Atmore;and Mr. and
Mrs.Paxon. He was not at home....dined with Charles

and read Joseph's letter.*

The account of Brown as given by Smith 13 for the next week

o

to be supplemented by some notes by Dunlag&‘ln his History of the

1

American Theatre,w¢ gives a few glimpses of our autnogjwh+eh—we

SAhali—-frt—irwilh-these—glirsn—py—Ombtit—

1 Pp.163-9.
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For Tuesday 2 May,Dunlap says:

"Charles Brockden Brown was now at home in his father's
nouselin Philadelphia...Went by appointment and drank

tea with Charles. He showed me a letter from Joseph
Bringhurst,in which he gives his reason for being a
Christian;the latter 1s highly pleasing and lovely. We walk
in the state~house yard,and thence into the llbrary. Here

I read with much pleasure a translation of Leonora.2..We
leave the livrary to see the circus and exhibpition of a
French equestrian(Lailson.)3 Smith joins and goes with us.
The coup d‘'oell of the house,lights,and company were pleas-
ing,but a pleasure fleeting in the extreme. Compare the
pleasures of yesterday ( a day the writer had passed

in the place of his nativity,Perth Amboy ),rambling owver
meadows and clover fields,amid orchards whose blossoms
filled the air with fragrance,while birds orf every kind
warbled or whistled their expressions of happiness. lo-day
encircled in uge enclosure from which the light and air of
heaven 1is excluded,surrounded by beings like myself,pretend-
inggto rationality,yet sitting hour arfter hour to see men
and’' women,in fool's coatsa,display the gambols of the monkey
as the higheat attainment of their perservering industry.
wWe did not stay the show over...®

Smith says:

»At Charles'—went witn him to Joseph sringhurst,and Armitt
Brown's...Dunlap arrived;and I with him and Ch.B.Brown
went to Lallson's Amphitheatre.”

For 3 May Dunlap writes:

*3Smith and sell call on Brown. Bringhurst came hither from
Wilmington yesterday;we cannot yet find him..Volney 1is not
in town,s0 we are disappointed in our expected introduction
to him..We now find sBringhurst at Brown's,and pass a very
pleasant hour with him. Evening,Bringhurst and Brown called
on us and staid until the hour appointed for the meeting orf
the Conventlon.*

Smith gives the day briefly,thus:

N

"dunlap and I called on Brown..We returned to Brown and
found Bringhurst. Brown and Bringhurst with us,in the
arfternoon."

117 Soutnh Sscond stir=zet. 2 Leonora;a Tals,translatad from Burger,
The dr4ak2ts ar=2 Duniap's. Toe Moninly Magazina,Vol.I,D.

162 1in 2 Portralt of an Emigrant,which we shall ascrliove to Brown,
mentions an actregss in Lailsonts pantomimes., M.Lailson came from
Bostonl witnh 2 French troup and opened up at the corner of Fifth
and Prune 3ir=ets3,orn 3 April.

(London,17% .
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For 4 May Dunlap records:
“Dire at Brown's,with Smith and Bringnurst.*

Smith gives us something more of the day:

1

"We went to see the Federal Frigate,now building here,with
Mr,Tracy and Brown....(noon)then I went and dined at Brown's
with Dunlap and Bringhurst...Brown here.“

For—seme—uneplained—Feason Dunlap did not make any record for Sunday

7 May,but Smith does,in the following manner: -

*Dunlap and I went to see Ch.B.Brown--where we fell into
animated discussion on *“Courage,Fortitude, Intrepidity &c." *

Sémitardy Dunlap omits the 8th. of May,while Smith says::

*Mitchill,Dunlap, Brown and myself &c¢. &. went to see the
Jail--and spent two hours,with great satisfaction...Brown
and I visited Strong...I then (8 P.M.) called at Ch.B.Brown's
Mr.McLane's (the brother in law of Dr.Miller) and at the
Paxson's. The last not at home. I follow then to a Mr.
Thompson's where were Joseph Bringhurst and Mrs.Robinson.
Stayed till near 10. Joseph came home with me. Bedded at 12.¢

Tuesday
For,9 May Dunlap gives us some oI their doings that Smith does not.

"Rise about 5 o'clock,and join Charles Brockden Brown
about 6,for the purpose of walking to Bartram's Botanic
Garden. We breakfasted at Gray's Gardens,and then
continued our walX. Arrived at the Botanist's Garden,
we approached an old man,who,with a rake in his hand,
wag breaking the clods of earth in a tulip bed. His
hat was old and flapped over his face,hls coarse shirt
was 3éen near his neck,as he wore no cravat or kxerchier;
his waistcoat and breeches were both of leather,and
his shoes were tied with leather strings. We approached
and accosted him. He ceased his work,and entered into
converstaion with the ease and politeness of nature's
noolemen. His countenance was expressive of benignity
and happiness. This was the botanist,traveller,and
philosopher we had come to see. He had pointed out

Yutzd Gtatz,

1 The PBregidemitione of six authorized 1794%,when cormipleted was of

44 guns,1576 tons, ari—6681~$220,210. M wa, Grwncled o 2“27
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many curiocus. plants. He sald there was ir New-Jersey a
third species of azalea,somewhat like the viscosa;that
at Passaic falls,his father John Bartram and himself
had found in a shady hollow,near the cascade,a species
af geranium;and ir the neighvorhood, the larch tree. He
nad heard of,but had never seen Wangenheim's book."1

Bartram's Gardens were reached by walking up to Schuylkill
Front street or Assheton street,thence along the Gray's Ferry
Road and crossing the Schuylkill at the old ferry. They must
have returned shortly after for Dunlap attended the Avolition
convention m2eting at 10 o'clock.

Smith gives the happenings of the rest of the day:

*Dunlap and I vislited the livrary--Ch.B.Brown and M.
Core were there...From this (Mrs.levy's) we vistited
¥r.Cope. Charles was there."

1 ¥.A.J. 7o Wangerrelin publisasd 1781-1727 two voluw=s relative
to Americarn Torests and sarubs.
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After this there are no more records of Brown untlil we come

to Wednesday 7 June when he received a short letter from Brown.
This letter Smith answered on Saturday 10 June,writing and trans-
eriving it on the same day. It reads:

To Charles Brockden Brown
I should have written to you bvefore,and with-

out waiting for a letter from you,had I possest any
information worthy to be communicated. Beside the
want of such information, I have been occupied with
my father,who has lately made me a viait; have had
many letters to write toothers;and have been much
engaged irn various little matters connected with
my profession,and with the Hospital. Hence you will
percelve that,how methocdical soever my pursuits may
be,they can arford but little whereon usyefully to
comment. I have made no new discoveries;have lighted
QIl NG new works;have composed nothing new myself.

Neither of the novels you mention are to bve
found ir New York;nor,were they to be found,have I
leisure for their perusal. Ir.Mcore's “Edward"”
which I might have read,is yet unexamined. Instead
of works of fancy,I am laboriously decipherirg
Hippocrates and his Commentators,and tracing the
history of Medicine under the auspices of Le Clerc.
Have you read "Edward"? and if you have,what 1s it¢

Mr .Roulet has long designed answerirg your letter.
Indeed,he has already commenced his reply;but he
composes slowly,1in English and has not much leisure
to devote to it. I do not recollect Dunlap's number
ncr 1s it of the least consequence. A letter direct-
ed to Lkim,can not fail of bveing received.

E.H.Smith.
June 10
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There is enough evidence to warrant venturing an arfirmative answer

to Smith'a query in regard to Brown's reading of Dr.Moore's Edward. The

motto viresque acguirit eundo is only one of several Brown.might have

taken frem this book though he pro%?ably got 1t from the origingr_ or
especial interest to our author is the orinion of law as. an honorable
calling and means of wealth and the cpnvictions éxpressed of West Indian
negro slaves. The similarity of names of Montpellier,Caroline Huntly,

Morton and Mrs.Neville may aiso be found here. Arthur Mervyn may have

derived the portrait incldent from Mdrs.Angulsin's portrait of Edward;:
the same wbrk of Brown's may also have 1t3 ofigin of the nero forcing
his entrance into the vagnio ffom Edwaxd's forcing himself into Miss
Barnet'3 presence;and Hdedway may have found its situation of the two

young nien in the similar one of Clifton and ZEdward.
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smith's letter was evidently left unanswered by Brown until his
patience with our author was exhausted. On the first day of July he
wrote another letter,as follows:

To Charles Brockden Brown

I mve expected to hear from you,till I have become sick
of expectation. Were I of a careless or revengeful temper,
I might let you go on in silence,and with like indifference
on my part cease all communication. But I have something
to propose,which may be worthy your attention,and I can not
find in my heart to hold my tongue.

You saw,while here,several numbers of a paper,published
by a Mr.Dennie,in New Hampshire. He has some pretension,
you know,to literature;and these are communicated to his
Journal. By the kind offices of a common acquaintance,a
correspondente has been generated between us. You saw my
first letter;and may well suppose that a stranger who could
take it kxindly,could not be an altogether ordinary man.
Well--this same Mr.Dennie (heaven help him! ) has conceived
a prodigious notion of my learning,and taste,and judgment-—
and all that--which is well enough,you know,to begin with,
and 1s contilnually pressing me to commence dabbler and
scribbler in his paper;as lixely to be much for the improve-
ment of the people or his state &c. Now this paper has
acquired much reputation;and there are about 3000 copies
circulated every weekx;and it gains subscribers constantly.
Here 18 an opportunity for an adroit dispenser of the truth;
if he be careful to make his approaches with gentleness,
and to intermix the lighter picture of fancy,and the delicate
effusion of literature. What think you of contributing
a weekly essay to this miscellany? It 1s impossible for me
to do thing;but I have a project,which I hasten to ex-
plain.Ithink it very probable that vennie would willingly
make pecuniary remuneration for assistance of this kind,
regularly afrforded,especially 1f the compensation were
moderate,and within his means. I think to propose the
matter to him,as in behalf of a friend,concerning whom
such aid is probadbly,with mental reference to you. Would
it comport with your plans to engage 1in such design,on any
terms? I consulted Dunlap about it,and he has engaged to
give me seyveral Scraps,to besent to Dennie,gratis,as speci-
mens of that sort of moral Philosophy,which he may expect
from this quarter,if he receive any. If you like the
scnheme,and should ve willing to further it,will you not
send some little Fragment also? Beslide,give me some inti-
mation on what terms you will write-—-irf you write at all.
This on this subject——-1t may be important to the success
of virtuous principles in others as well as yourself,and
let me Boon hear from you,in reply.

Love &c. to all friends
E.H.Smith.
Tuesday July 11 1797
Pine St. No.4H.N.Y.
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' That matter of Brown's writing for Dennie's paper proved to be
rather a lengthy arfair that never reaulted in any immediate
employment of our author. The details are gradually unfolded by
smith and 1t is JusU as well that he tell the story.

The letter to Brown was not sent immediately. It was not transcribded
until the 1utn.,anFnswer was received on the 18th,another letter was
written to Brown on the 2i4th.which was transcrived on the 26th,and Smith's
letter to Dennie was also written on the 24th. The passage of it
that relates to our subject reads as roilows:

*I nave,hocwever,one thing to propose to you,which may
merit your consideration. I have a friend,not in New York
at present,but with whom I could readily eommunicate,who
13 ver y capable of enriching your paper by original com-
positions. He has both taste and learning,and 13 accustomed
to compose. But he i3 poor;absolutely destitute. His pen
i3 his only support;and he chierly emplovs it mechanically.l
I am certain that irf you could afford him a very moderate
compensation for his labors,you might so far command his
assistance as to be certain of one or two weekly essays,
critical,literary,or moral;either in a continued series,or
under different titles,and signatures as you should deem
best. To this proposition I wish a speedy answer,if you
accede to it,as it will take several weeks to establisn
the 1ntercourse with you and him regulariy.‘

Besides the obvious interest of that letter in the Dennle matter
there i3 another detail in that passage which we wish to call to the
attention qf the reader. Smith represents Brown as bveing absolutely
dependent on his pen for his living. So far as we know we have no

cause to doubt the statement if it 138 understood to be true only of
1 Thers 13 no evidence to show that he was a clerk.
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the time when the statement was made. The financial alffairs of Brown
have never been clearly declded,and certaln suggestions will at

different times be given, and they can be implicitly relied on.

At best his financial matters were no dirfferent than any other person%5

at one time he had money,at another he was obliged to get any work
ne could to support himself. So far as we are concerned the essential
fact is that his case was not decidedly poverty or comrort.

The second letter to Brown,written on the same day as the one to
Dermie,the 24th.,reads as follows:

To Charles Brockden Brown

I am tired of assigning want or leisure as a reason
for not writing sooner,though it is really the true cause
of my delay. The Superintendent of the press,which 13 now
in travail with the first number of the Medical Repository,
has held my pen silent.

I rejoice at the readiness with which you adopt the sugg-
estion of my last letter,and only wish your performance
may be as great. I have just written to Dennie,and shall
probably be able to send you his terms in the course of a
month or three weeks,

In reapect of my letter to which you Yefer,you do me
wrong. It was short;but the causes of that brevity were
obvious. Nor was it more brief than yours fregquently are.
In general I am much the most copious. It was only by com-
parison that this was short;not by comparison with yours,
but with my own. I was busily employed,in a professional
way,at that time. In any reasonable return of a letter,you
would have found me difrferently engaged;for I shortly arfter
took up,and have read through,the second edition of Politi-
cal Justice. Do not be 8o hasty,therefore,in future,to draw
inferences favorable to your aversion to epistolary compo-
sition. If my views had been different,they could scarcely
be so important,at least,it would be well to intermix moral
ones. Wnose duty was it,then,to insinuate these sublime and
inestimable considerations. You know too well how easily I
forego professional enquiry,to listen to other topics. Nor

) can you be ignorant how great,and how seducing the influence
tS / of friendship over my bosom. These might be reasons for
some delay in writing to me,but they do not appear to have
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been your reasons. You were out of mumor with the brevity
of my letter;and the causes of it. One would suppose, from
your reply,that superstition,and not medicine,were the
subject of my studies at that time. Your impatience,then,
would be intelligible. You speax of my being +absorbved in
tracing the pedigree of Hippocrates“. I 4o not wonder that
you thought the philosophy of Godwin wéuld 1ll agree with
an employment so “sublime~. Did you mean a pun? If so,it
was not quite so apt as his who called the tower of Babel,
the tower of Babble.

Seriously,and in earnest,I both doubt the sincerity of
Mr.Dennie's praise;and was more mortified than pleased with
it. He 1s in the careless 1 habit of extravagant commenda-
tion and blame--with no bad intent,I believe,but certainly
without himself believing all he says to be justly merited.
Where there is so 1little Judgment,or so little discrim-
ination,it 18 possible only for the most gluttonous desire
of praise to find delight. Still it is very true,and I lament
it,that *Praise finds in me a faulty degree of sensibility
to her charms.* We think somewhat different on this subject,
I kxnow. You have too low a sense of the value of reputation.
You do not seem to regard how great may be its instrumen-
tality in promoting the cause of truth. You are therefore
faultily negligent to obtain praise;and your powers slumber
unemploved. There 1is error on either hand. But mine 1is, .
perhaps,the more dangerous. I can not therefore but regret
that you have so long delayed an attempt to correct this
vicious propensity in me. And I still hope that you will
collect surficient perspicuity to state it fairly. I am the
more earnest,because I shall have your own view of the
subject,which will be always 1lmportant to me--wheter it de
the just view,or not. Nor can any remarkxs,on this‘%opic.be
altogether without their use. Sensibpility to praise implies
an equal sensivility to blame.;and here are principles to
operate upon;so as to generate right conduct,even on erron-
eous motives. If I know my own heart,how apt soever it may
be to be captivated and led astray by praise,how much
soever it may pant to obtain commendation,the motive is
really bene)‘yolent. I may deceive myself;even here;vut I
hope not;and this hope,induces me to velieve your counsels
will not be wasted on me.

Love to all friends. Dunlap &c. are at Amboy.
E.H.Smith.

Mondiy July 24 1797
Pine St.No.45.N.York.

On the same day Smith also wrote to Punlap and in his lstter he
says:

1 A superflious "of" is here,
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“I had a short letter from Charles,some days agog( As usual,
it is difficult to learn from it what he 1s about. He,
however,relishes the proposal of writing for the New Hamp-
shire paper. I nave written to Dennie on the subject.

.

S¥1de Pfrom Lne matter of Brown and Pénnie

xinlap says *a few days ago! Smith Says “shme days ago“. So far as

we know the real author o passage and thegefore the actual writer
of the letter to Dennie,X¥s Smith. Unless the recoyds are faulty we
have no knowledge thAt Dunlap kndy Dennie at this tNne,while we are

sure that Smith 4did. bunlap was a sloyenly writer and May have given

the passage nis letter to Hodgkinson 33 his own when heé intended

Ned wglhu

QQCM}'QW
B tid I ldmidy Smith'3s letter appears to have made—ro—~pesudd S0

far as Brown was concerned. A~QAre-fui—searelir—ef—the—fitie—oftir

+« Provbably nothing

was ever supplied by him for j®si.paper of Dennieds and save for a

mention of the matter in a letter of Smith's to be given later the &“?: v
1,In the New York Historical Society, w-d, £Lofe 3/ M 20y s “a“(>ed
(- Aw&gb.f—, 5M*~4.K
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» If at this time Brgwn wrote and sent to

Dennie his Dialogues on Music and Painting they must have been left

in the editor's desk fiw%e years for they were not publisned until he

had started his Port Folio at. Philadelphia in 1801. By that time

wtact™

Brown had established a literary reputation htgher—timn—ettirer-

Suithle—od Dennie's‘ M\" ,
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Smith's memoirs now turn from ordinary arfairs to one of the most
important in Brown's life. We have seen in the account of the year
1796 that the advertisement to the first edition of Alcuin stated
the date when Smith received it as some time in the spring of 1798.
Here,on the other hand,we have under date cof 7 August 1797 the
earliest recorded mention of it by Smith. He 3ayé:

*Recelved a letter from C.B.Brown containing “Alcuin a
Dialogue--which I have read twice,with much pleasure,
and some approtvation.*

On the next day, Tuesday,he goes on:

*Dunlap spent most of it (the forenoon) with me....I
read him C.E.Brown's %“Alcuin"....*

Later in the day he read 1% to Miss Alsop and finished it--having
begun tne night before. When he came to 1ist the reading he nad done
for the month he enters it as YAlcuin=20 pp.8vo--Ms.Dialogue by C.B.R."
which i{dentifies the original manuscript. The only manuscript now in
existence is a falr copy in Elijah Brown's handwriting comprising

forly pages.
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Tne detailed story of the Alcuin as recordedﬁby Smith will be
told presently.

Soon after Smith's receipt of the Alcuin manuscript we have a .

o&aﬁ:ﬁ- m’{’t\_ QA Nl e 1)
letter of Brown's to Bringhurst, It is Aultlit, (b4t2n4ﬂa o
ke /“29¢?{vu.

(addressed Joseph Bringhurst,Junr. Wié(éington. Capt.Milnor.) C
(Pniladelphnia, Saturday, ) August,19,1797.1

I arrived safely in town at 2 o'clock. Ira.Biddle
was my companion. I found him,I assure thee,most agre-
ably sociable;much more than I had reason to expect.
Both his capacity and his knowledge seem to be respec-
table. I had several times an inclination to remind
him of former transactions,to say to him, *John; thou
and I,when we have formerly met,have treated each other
with....great coldness. I will not desire thee to ex-
plain the reason of thy reserve,but I will frankly
tell thee what I believe to have been the reason. Thou
art religiously disposed. Thou deemest me to be other-
wise,to be blinded by a very terrible delusion. What
benefit could flow from intercourse with one whose sentiiments
were so little akin to thy own? Those who are guilty in

1 Dated frox tne enl o7 taf 1lstter, It w43 criginilly written
18 =rd crang=2d to 19.



the sight of God,cannot be accounted blameless in the
opinion of an uprignt man. The most valuable of all
privileges is that of choosing our assoclates. Thou
exercisest this privilege discreetly,when thou cleavest
to the wise and good and shunnest the depraved and the:
erring. Thou mightest have reasonably imagined,like-
wise,that the disinclination was mutual. A rash thinker
like me,must have held thee in as little esteem,as thou
did me. In this last opinion thou wast not perfectly
right. From any difference between us,of which I was

at that time apprised,I was far from inferring that

thy friendship and soclety were of no value. That
syupathy,however,is strong in me which shrinks,with
every shrinking orf another. In the article of reserve,
I believe,I was always even with thee,but, I bvelleve,
no more than even."™

Is any claim,dear Joseph,more irresistable than
candor? I was, more than once,during this Jjourney,
on the verge of uttering my thoughts: Such as were
suggested by the recollection of former incidents 1
relative to him and me,but I could get no farther
than the verge. I betook myself to the cowardly
resource of general topics,and joined him in analysiz-
ing the surrounding prospects,in settling the boundaries
between instinct and reason,and drawing parallels be-
tween the point of honor among coach horses and soldiers.

Soon after my arrival I saw thy brother.2 He seems
to think and dream of 1little else than the yellow
fever. I think he may be charged with timidity,and
this principle has somewhat tinctured his reports
of the Condition of this City. Thou knowest,from the
nature of this subject,the incurable defects of rumor.
Reports are infinite and contradictory. From the
numter of carriages we met loaden with families and
furniture it was evident that something was the matter,
The true state of this matter 1is to be found,if any
where,in the answer of the College of physicians to
the GovernorJ}Thou may'st see 1t,with other particulars
relative to this subject,in Porcupine's Gazette. It
was a 3trange mistake in us té imagine that the
papers had been silent on this topic. They have canvassed
it abundantly. ‘

From this medical report we collect that a contaglous
dlsease exists in Penn Street,and that some victims
nave been sent to the hospital. Whether it will extend
its reign veyond these precincts cannot be ascertained.
How far it will proceed and when and where it will
stop,time alone can determine. Alarums are prevalent
and removals 1into the country numerous and incessant.
The obnoxious vicinity is a desert.

Mary Atmorel¥-is more 1lndisposed than I have ever
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seen her. We are well:that is our own fawily;Armitt
and his,are at Burlington. Best regards te Laura and
her sister,and,if decorum forvid not,to J.D.1--
Fars thee well.

C.B.Brown.?2

From nis haviang gone to his father's house for a long visit it is
clear that some sort of adjustment was workxing out a tolerable 1life
in the home circle. The passage of time,his prolonged absence in YNew
York and his persistence in following an author's career made the
family tolerant of what they undoubtedly 1little understood—1if at 3ll--
and censidered a waste pr the opportunities that promised to be his
in th2 profession of the law.

A second point_of lmportance i3 that relating to the yellow fever.
Brown was not in fear of it and not only considersd it cowardly to
flee but 2lso had imbived the heroic idea of serving as a nurse,which
Smith 9 January 1798 c3alls his “Ywild projesct*. It will not bg long
before we shall see him in the midst of the sickness and determined
to stay.

1 The J. may te 1. Wno 1t 13 w2 do not xnow.
2 Originally C.R.B. tut added to.
3 Agccording to thn2 second €diion of the Short Histsry of the Yellow

Fevar Philadeiphia 1798,"By hind of Joseph Bringnurst,Jr.,2 bdbundle

of new clothes for women" was sent to Philadslpnia for the poor
Afflicet2d vy tns 1797 pestilence.
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The letter received by Smith on the 29th. reiterates that Brown
had reason not to fear tﬁe yellow fever,the details of which he
then informed him. Brown said the accounts generally glven were de-
cidedly contradiptory and exaggeratead.
On August 25th. Smith wrote to Brown as follows:

To Charles Brockden Brown

My letter must be a thing of shreds and patches. I have
no leisure to make it otherwise. I wish to reply more at
large to your letter,which is full of topics for discuss-
ion. But on what topic might not one usefully enlarge?

The reason why I have not written before 1s,I have been
walting an answer from Dennle. He is in Boston,I suppose,
and I was desirious of communicating something certain to
you when I did write. I hope to hear from him next week.

*Alcuin® is still with us. I have rzad it repeatedly,wvith
pleasure. Dunlap and I have alao read it and I have permit-
ted two ladies to peruse it,whose minds I thought equal to
the subject. It is now in the hands of Roulet;and a8 Mrs.S.
Johnson returned I two days since,she will have an oppor-
tunity orf seeing 1t. I can not go into particulars, at
preaent--and,perhaps,may never ve able to--but I may remarx,
in general,and in this 311 who have rzad concur with me,--
that the Dialogue is well written,(those who know your style,
33y more correctly than any thing of yours they have 3een)
and the sentiments interesting. Some dirfference of opinion
exista,as to the merit of the respective arguments;some
douvt of the 3oundness of your conclusion.

The following note from my journal 1is all I have to say
to you concerning "Political Justice" "June 20--Finished
P.J. I have read this excellent book too hastily and with
too many interruptions to pronounce decidedly upon it.
Certain parts,particularly in the 5th and 6th. Books,failed
to carry coanviection of thelr soundness to my mind,as I read
tnem over. It may be that this was only from want of atten-

ion to the author. I must r=ad it again.*

I have this day completed the perusal,the hasty perusal
of the "Enquirer*. It deaerves what you say of it;but there
are gentiments containsd in it which should ve well consid-
ered verfore they are acted upon. His remarks (Godwin's)
are too general to e altozether satisfactory. A very un-
pleasant circumstance 1s5,that,wnlle he batters down every-
tning vefore him,he erects nothing on the ruins. He 13 aware
¢l tnis objection;vbut he evades instead of obviating 1it.

I must repeat it--we have not the novels you recommend..
They are not to ve found in the city. Have you 3een a late
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novel,in two small volumes,by Mary Hays, entitled "Emma
COurtney"? If not--find and rpad it. If so--your senti-
nments.

Dunlap 1s now here,and sends love to you. You do wrong
not to write to him. Summon your courage to the attempt.
Tne longer delayed,the more Aifficult. Is thils tardtness
becoming a disciple of truth? Think of it!

Johnson is still busy. He remembers you. He leaves on
Monday for Connecticut,waere he will stay a fortnight.
All well. Write me of tne nealth of your city; 1mmed1—
ately,what true--;what rfalse.

Remembrances as usual :
E.H.Smith.

Aug.z25 '97
Pine St. u45. ,
, 1
Samuel Miller,the clergyman,truthfully represents Mary Hays as a

follower of Mary Wollstonecraft and says that in her novels she
presented the romantic ideas of a mischevious school of fiction

which wa3 based on the ideal of equality of the sexes. The Memolrs

of Emma Courtney (1796) 13 not a common book even though it was
reprinted at New York in 1802. Pernaps 1? was never read by Brown;
for the Rousseau, Godwin and Wollstonecraft 1deals he used were de-
rived,not through such works as these,but at rfirst hand from
their originators.

smith made nis last attempt to secure literary employment for
Brown by writing anotner letter to bennle 1in whicn he repéats the
request that was ;g the former one. It was dated 7 Septembver.

ctrozp20t of tne Nineteanth Contury,Vol.TI,vp.284 rf.

e ct




T 34
Smith's next letter to Brown was dated the 16th. of September and

transcrived the following day. It reads:

To Ch.B.Brown

Your engagement to write te me soon agaln has restrained
my pen for some ‘days. As the Fever appears to be on the
increase,l feared that you might have left town,and that
my letter,snould I write,would remain in the Post office
instead of reaching the place of your retreat. But my anxiety
to learn how you are,and where you are,overcame other con-
siderations. "It is but writing a second letter,when his
retirement is discovered” said I and I took up the pen.

In the first place,where are you? and how do you do? If
8till in Philadelphia——whither I now direct--what 1s the
condition of that unfortunate city? To thlis question,you may
be able to make a sufficient answer;even though you may
have gone irto the country,for you will probably remain in
the neighborhood.

The account you have given me of your labors hagﬁaised in
me a very lively curiosity to see thneir fruits. Is there
no way orf gratifying my desire? Can you not safely transmit
the copy of this precious Romance?lSend it-—-and make your
own stipulations. It shall bte returned when you please.

It shall be shown to as many and as few as you shall direct.
It shall recelve general,or particular criticism,or none at
all,as 1s most agreeable. But you do not so much as inform
me of the nature of this performance:whether it be something
altogether new,or the continuation of some one of those
rlans which occasionally occupied your mind while here. Be
more communicative.

I hive a similar desire to see youﬁéontinuation of "Alcuin".
In this,at least,I am not singular. Mrs.S.Johnson has read
the first and second parts,and is anxious to know how all
this i8 to rAd. She commends the performance,on the whole--
particularly the style;thinks there 1s much truth delivered
on elther side of the debate;but iz at a loss to know what
i1s the writer's ultimate design. From what she has seen,she
infers his object to be to render women satisfied with
their civil condition. I can not pretend to enlighten her.

J deo not hear any thing from Dennie. I do not know that
rny first letter ever reached him. I have written again;and
shall communicate the result as soon 2318 known. Meantime
YAlculn® rests with me.

You speak of the works of the author of *Emma Courtney".
Did you misapprehend me,or 40 you know of others by the
same hand? Ir you do,what are they? I presume you have
seen this novel,or the Review of it,betore now. I shall omit,
of consequence,any further account of it,than that it is
writter by a woman who appears to have studied Godwin,
Holcroft &c. with assiduity;and who has produced a fine
exhibition of the miseries of an improper indulgence of
love ir a mind not otherwise rar remote from what it ought
to ve. To say more,irf you have read a criticism on it, is

1 Sky Wilk.
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useless;and if you have not,may weaken the effect of the
novel upon your mind. Enquire after and read it.

Your love-project cost us some tears--from laughter. .
It will perish where it was engendered.

I do not think indolence a sufficient justification of
your silence towards Dunlap. The longer its duration, the moke
difficult the remedy.

My sister Mary has a @nughter. She was in fine health,
with her new relation and all her family,a month sinee.
The same is true of all friends at Lichfield,Hartford,
Middletown,and here.

Lecve and respects to those with you. Adieu

E.H.Smith.
Sept 16--1797
Pine St 45

I

The love project mentioned is probably-Rot—a-sSerieus—matier Biown

hai evidently had some sort of a dream ef—tewe and afforded his friends
WL antiws ' o
N amuserent by narrating it semewkal after the marner of the imagirary

l ' 7,
love scene in one of his letter® to Bringhurst, Jma (74,(.1.‘ W

R twal \'Mcv-uc(ﬂ_um (’/<L.w oK, /“\L Wt Gas (\-\a,d. e gk P
Under date of Sunday 1 October Smith gives this: l«,‘,

*william and I went to S.Johnson‘'s--where we remained
till rear 9. The time was chiefly spent in conversation
only interrupted by the reading of *Alcuin--a dialogue.* *

The Friendly Club was going on at New York almost regularly and on

Saturday 21 October Smith records a meeting thus:

"Clut night and my turn. Present,Dunlap,W.Johnson,Smith,
G.M.Woolsey. Dr.Miller and Dr.Mitchill visitors. I read
Ch.B.Brown's “Alcuin' Conversation various but interest-
ing and i1nstructive."

Smith's record for Thursday 9 November reads:

“I found that the Circulating Library Proprietors had sent
me "Barham Downs“--one of the novels recommended by Ch.B.
Brown."

1 16 May 1792.
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Brown recommended Robert Bage's old-fashioned favorite because 1it:
taugnt nim a3 deal of English manners and was an example of the episto—'
lary novel. In the light of the subsegquent events of Brown's life the
story of the Quaker and the adventure of Kitty may have had its appeal
for him. Of autobiographical interest to him 1s the neglect by Davis
of hls mercantile dutles for his literary inclination which could not
help dbut make our author think of his own opportunity in the bvusiness
of nis brothers. The lawyer William Wyman's hatred of the profession
should likewise have caused Brown to rejolce that others agreed with
his opinion and to quote passages from the took to his friends whenever
they referrsd 1o hi#&bandonment of the law. Otherwise interesting to
Brown may have bveen Hunt's imprisonment for debt a subject which some-~
how or other he seems to have had deeply impressed on his memory. The
opening of Bage's novel which gives the situation of Henry Davis may
have been the origin of 3 3imilar detail of Brown's Man at Home. The
idea of Montpellier as a place for cure of tuberculosis, 1&ke the
names of the Cocoa Tree and the Pays de Vaud,may hive also been found

1
here. Perhaps the positlon and the rescue of Xitty or the determin-

2
ation of Miss Wnhitaker to kill herself or Lord Winterbottom may also

be the oringin of the final scenes of Ormond.
1 Duvlin 1789,Vol.II,p.37 ff. 2 Ivid.,Vol.1I,n.138.
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Brown did not write to Smith for some time:and the patience of

his friend was sorely tried. On the last day of November he made this

Coseal oil- Wkt

*wrote a single line--"Charles are you dead?"—to Ch.B.
Brown."

was henceforth to take considerable pains to further the interests

of our author. What he did for Alcuin will be gradually unfolded

by the records in his memoir (II)

Saturday 9 December:"I opened my subscription for"Alcuiné®

to—-day."
19 December:*Read Mrs.W(oolsey).l"Alcuin".*

2
On the 20th. in writing to Richard Alsop, Smith says:

"Now for a more serious plece of literary intelligence.
I am about rublishing,by subscription,a performance of our
friend Ch.EB.Brown. Do you wish to subscrive? It 1is a
dialogue,in the manner orf the ancients,on questions relative
to the intellectual equality of the sexes. It is eloquently
and I believe iroffensively written. When I say inoffensively,
you will understand me as referring to religious prejudices.
The price of each copy 1s 50 cents.*"

1
1 Mrs.W.¥.%¥oolzey,.ne2 Ellzavetn Dwight,3ister cf Timotlhy Dwight.
2 The date given at tne end is the 18th.
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It appears probable that Adini so-called, though a fragment un-
named by Brown, was written during 1797: It is what_has been calleu
one of his Utopian studies. Henry COiden_and Medway  llkewise
fragments unchristened by Brown also apparently were fruits of his

pen of this year.



