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ADINI--HENRY COLDEli--UEDWAY 
c l"? '7'7] 

A statement t~t probably refers to the year 1797 may be found 1n 

1 
Dunlap:.~ 

"'His journals or this time are interspersed with plans 
and scraps of Eutopias,wh1ch are left in so unfinished 
a s1tuatlion as to be unintell1g1ble. In commonwtth 
many ardent minds filled with a love of their tellow­
creatures,he sought tor some plan by which to improve 
and secure human happiness. Many delightful vis1ons"­
tloated in his imag1nat1on,and their traces will be 
perceived in the portions ot his early writings now 
presented to the public;but these schemes were none ot 
them ever so arranged as to produce a complete or fin­
ished work.• 

~ kt,. \.,t.e{.l \ 6~~ -tlcilt 
It ~ee~ o.eman'1 any critical or ~1egr~:phtca:l a'bllit.9 to eee these 

works a.re unfinished but how a'."l~' one who reads them can find. them un-

'i ow«. 
intelligible is unintelligible. Allen &a~ gi~ them to display the 

~ ~ 
varied talent of Brown;Dunlap gave them as fragments omitting Allen's 

I\. /\ 

- ria'tt-~6'-~c:;(- ~ ~ uJ_'-4Q. q...,....J.. ~ ~ -14-t,..:. ;,_ 
excellent comment\t 

)r~ ~l~ ~- ~ v-L.cL ~ i 
1 '---The only possible Utopian workS~f B~own•s ~the fragment identi~T 

~ "-~lt~w ~ a-1. ~-tt ~tM---t; {);l\a.e~~ . ~~"" 
by the name of AcUni ~ The History_ or Carsol and the H1s_1!_crr,y of the ~t ~ 

,.. ~~c: -~~ 
Carrils and Ormes which are usually spoken of as eelonging ~ ~ 

. k --te ~ 6\,1]~~· ~ 
Utopt:1n studies we shall~;:- s.r

0

e of 'flit'e a different d.ate and character. 
/\. 

The rr:1gment wQh1Q. is here n:=Lmed Adin1 h'.ld no title given ~e tt by 

-j_ ~ I w, ~-t~C~~~ 
Allen o-r Dunl<i.p and. the used is from what c:\.ppears to be the 1•11crtset 
character. It ts however . Brown would have named it from the 
n~rrator giving it some such title as the uMemoirs ot Raphael Hightlo~yu. 

--7 JA,-._ 0.. 'i ,,_,._ J-
1 Vol.:t,p.57. @ Vol.It,pp.140-169r\A.M-Lo-J.~ 11\, """-· 

-~ Tb 0 y probably fq_JJ i 1 i::i,:16i!r ~lliUl'S cl981~'lt1on ef ""&fieae !'il\118 lffi1eh "\f-o-S 
eee?t&4:~ll?l occ11p1~" .VQ'bl:P mind wnU.,f? here.' l'f ..i4:ea l,t,. 11! f'"-

~ Pp.359-38_7 ( 367 w~s b.Y error numberea 267) w1 th no "fragment" he~<11ng. 
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Though published as a fragment,trom internal evidence it may belong 

"'-K ~, ~ ~ V--t"cf-;~ 9~~ µ 
to some greater work o~whi~h Jessica, Henry Colden, Medway, the series 

(k\efi~AJ 
of Original Letters, Arden, the Lesson Q!! Concealment, and Friendship 

lh~~ . *1 
. .J.- were various ~. It al may be somewhat related to Jane Talbot J:fl.. ~~ 
~ ""'"*c .... --14,t- \J..it..~Jk AL c.,..-t-~ ·at ~.., f,;t""'-1.:fi.J. .-to~ ~ ... =ti:}ld:o..: 
( ~ '-- 1 l,,..11.L \.... . ~ 01,-fu ~ {tL ~ c ~ -h ~ t-. ~ U\, !:} o..h-c.- . 
~~e~ '!"~ot a vance beyon.L a pre11m1nary stage in wh'icii. we 

have ~tvac the general facts of each character. The only action por-

trayed consists in the drawing of the hermit-like Adini and his supposed 

1 
daughter Adela from their solitary mode of life into the family of 

the Ellens,where the mention of ideal lands and imaginary Commonwealths 

j c f'V'. ~ \.,,... 
iB- t.~ causes(~ the mysterious s~art1R-ge and fear of the ~igntor. 

How Brown would have developed the work is uncertain and is mostly a 

,QJ~ o.-J. c 'k.6h.-c~-t~ 
matter of conjecture;still it is only too ~eb~~:re that the puzzle or 

the parentage of Raphael would be solved,Adini's mind set at ea.se,and 

2 
possibly that Raphael would in the end marry Adela. Whether she 

would prove to be the child of Adin1 

or an abducted or adopted daughter is not clear, but it 

1 ThP s1 tua.t1on m:'l.Y echo tba.t o!' M3.jor Brown a refugee in the home 
of t~P EyrPs ~s related in Brown's geneolcgy. 

2 Where Brown got the n1.me 13 not known. It could n:iv".! come from Robert 
a.n·1 Ad.t>l~ an eplatol~r.v novel publ1ahec1 in Dublin 1795 but we h:l.ve no 
proof h~ read it. The Adela of history was the fourth d~ughter of 
Willi~m the Conqueror and mother of King Stephen. 
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would be characteristic of Brown to make her the latter and to 

make the narrator the son of Adini. That Adini was both a political 

and religious refugee is as clearly suggested as a fragment from 

. Jc 
its very nature can a~ 

--------------<;. From th~ ~eat· number of names of explorers given, the mention_ 

1 
of Socrates and Tasso•s Amyntaa, and SWedenborg, 1t seems that 

the history of Adini•s presence would have to be accounted for 

ce -1-to:t- . 
by something iJ:lr tFi:e nature. e£. re1Lg1 o-pel1t1ea.1 

.. 
The ~ Utopfan side of this tragment is to 

retblg.a. 

~c--,f.~ 
be found in the 

A 

namQ ef iM narrator ,.Raphael IUghtlody. In using the name of tl:l8 

(r~ 
pr1nc1pal el1al'acT.e,x:..e£' More!s Utopia Brown is deliberately recall-

~ 
1ng the work which he did not hesitate to recognise ftQ~g ae well 

!\ 

-a.a in other instances. After such an acknowledgment it &Q&mi aa 

cl~ 
i-f 1t. wgulcl not demand much ~ study to trace ~ further 

~-1-ti. ~1~~~ ~~7~ -t"i~ J1 C..J.;,__~ ~~ ;,,.._ ~L..J­
Utopian details;\ URfsriun~iely tfie faet IAY:it ~e recog~1eea tsa; s~~i; 

The ra.ults of the fragment are the general ones of most of 

Brown•s work and it is not important to call attention to them 
1 The tero tries to commit suicide by jumping off a. cliff. Leigh Hunt 

putllshed an ~xcellent translation 1820 but there werP- English onea 
Browr. <"'01111 h1.~rn us'"'1 tf r.e 11~ r..ot re1."1 It:i.11!1.n. 



\. \J. ~ L- ~re· \J' o.J U.C. c~ \.o.J. ·vt-: 1 ~ ~ -h "'\ 
here because or 1ts fragmentary nature.I\ Excellencies are not ~ .. · · 

~ . ~~~ ~ 
~'1 ~~(A. 'v~~ 

wanting,as for instance, the gra<1ualaebh41em~ or the 11FQW1&g ~ "{,f~ 
.u- . /\ ~ "-?~' a: l{ll..o..~t Q)\. ~ ~ ~ ? \,\ ..,...~ Q f!IJfl.. 114 "~ c., 

" of Adini from M!ii. solitude and the strong/\ contrast of the at ti- (!: 4r 
tudes of Mr. and Mrs. Ellen toward the foreign stranger. Adela's 

~~-.i~~ coh 6\, Jh,.cn-o-.·t~ 
£iatt:tta part or Tasso•s Amyntas is a gracefUl little~ 

v.t.i.'\ ~t'z~t\~ 4 ~ ~~l,J4 61,~ tl* 
touch and at the same time "ti. in keeping with the recurring 

/\ 

hints of dreamy bucolic1sm. 

The fine penmanship and shorthand. of Adin1 relates him intimately 

to Brown himself,those ~ details being decidedly autobiographic;: 

~ 
in fact there are many of the details of Adini's character that 

It 

conform to those of our author\~~ ~ ~ ~ ~k4~lv.>+--

Mrs.Ellen~ pictured as singing a Highland air while Mr. 

t"l.h-. ~ h ~ 
Ellen accompanies her on the oboe. we 8 b41ll eee Qi we ge GR that 

Q..-0 
Brown was much interested in music ~ hardly ever nP-glected 

I\ 
0......... 
~ opportunity to bring it in his works. 

. ~ 

There are Q ~~r of parallels between this fragment and ~ 
to~~-

other works ~f ~wiL. Whenever Adini is startled by the mention 
A 

. O'L 
of Socratic land ~-Utopia and the political condition of foreign 

~ ~~ (\.Q.. c o.il 
JanQi we aFe F&:RlJ.iAaea or certain religious questions that serve 

a like mystic purpose 1n a fragment which ia called Jessica and 



I 

::;::; 8~2 
is l~to be considered in detail. The doubt suggested as to 

Adela being the daughter of Adini we shall see ~ft~leaeM\~ly de­

:J: 7 ri ~IA c IT\'\. uf""t ~ ~ 
veloped in the 11m11ar Q:nest1oRa~le" relationship between Welbeck 

/\ 

and Clemenza Lodi in Arthur Mervyn. The Ellen family,made up or 

parents and rour children,we shall find afterwards used in MedwClr, 

Henry Colgen and 1n Wieland,as we shall also find a summer house 

w '...,_Q_ .._.J_ 
very similarly situated in t.Qa ~&~ work as well as in Jessica. 

The lack of attention to the rainy weather should be noticed as a 

c~~~ t-~ te ~~ 'lt. lt 
/\faulty detail. Mr.Ellen's reading a ~&ok aBd overhear$ff the con-

versation in the same room will be later found in Ormond in the 

Q,.,,.-e, 
case of Craig 3lld Dudley though changed in a tew details. The 

passage 11 and for this purpose weave a. plaustible tale of some 

remote and unvisited region where nature appears in a new garb" 

~ 
seemg to recall the uparadise of Womenu ot Alcuin,and ~~ai FeB:4.-

4Ag.. "cases of religious phrenzy which flattered itself with 

hav1~g gained admission into the world of spirits,into Heaven 

ar.d Hell,had fallen under his observation as they have occured 

to that of most peopleu may be an undeveloped germ of the motif 

~f W1e~~d. The name Adela we shall see again used in Clara 

Howard but there ia no evident connection between the 
~n:i.4e., 

tw~. J_~~S_!c1JnL\!9-S,NlJP._erchant from Leghorn just 
-..-..,.,._ r.r1 -our study of the Mon tt~J.Y :i:l.g~}~_!ne, 



so we shall find the father of Clemenza Lodi in Arthur Meryyn. 

This fragment has never been repr1nted,not even being given 

~ k 
in the London edition of DUnlap•s work ~R ;;?en it had made its 

~,·c~ .e.L~t~, 
appearance in the YA1tad -i:tates ... 

From its fragmentary nature and the general trend of the story 

it is evident that it was an attempt similar to Jessica, a work 

that ultimately Brown broke ~n pieces and developed partly in 

Wiela.ri.d,1n Arthur ~,in Ormond and in J3.lle Talbot, but one 

cannot help but be surprised that he did not take parts of it and 

transfer them bodily into other works. ~»Q&\Wi&Qly ii wee a 

fW'?Oti&A ,1eee. 

16i'e~•~liy~losely connected in time and object with this fragment 

IM-..C~f.la "fiJ ~/< . 
or Adini is another ~agme~t which was unnamed,and which we shall 

~"t 
call Henry Colden for purposes of reference. It was included by 

I\ 

Allen in his one volume of biography and of course was not published 

though printed; ror wr~en Dunlap took the biography he omitted 

1 t. -it 

As a 

ot' Wll!Ilat Dunlap saw f1 t to retain and therefore ab.all 'e:.r u:s be reprinted 
\ ' 

(J'"Wt- ·~~~. 
in· :1 t's ehlt-q.et.v· iii' a"'votullie of Brown '1ntteell!tniee. 

{\. ~ 



-t'*k 
The ~ we have given it is ta.ken rrom the l'eal »am:e et the 

principal character. The work opens with his name as Harry Wallace 

but as the narrative progresses the reader an 

~· assumed Rame, Having taken the reader into his confidence by this 
rt.J; ~elc:: "'-o,.......A 

disclosure he 1s called Henry ColdenA.throughout the remainder 

of the story. 

NL 14 \\.6 
The plot·1a..\lfl:1~eF~art$ B:ftd in general merely narrates the 

A I A 

experiences of the hero from his birth to ~ie ASflPY marriage. 

several or Brown•s favorite characters appear here. Archibald 

2· 
the hero or the Lesson Q!!. SensibilUY is used for a friend of 

Ta1lder•s the carpenter;: a black boy we shall later find in 

Arthur Mervyn;Colden•s father's character of ~libertine and 

free-thinking villain is afterward transplanted entire to Jane 

Talbot;Colaen himself is probably derived from Jessica and is 

the prototype of Colden of Jane Talbot; the Ellen family and 

th~ir home of Ellendale we have already had in Adini and we shall 

find in another fragment Me~way,to be noticed presently;Earriet 

we shall find in Medway;Jessica also has a Harry; Hartley will 

appear again in Ormond and Clara.Howard; Kate the washerwoman 

comes from the Man at Home;Mostyn is used for a letter carrier 
-l ,.r- t lit 0 ra J J y ;n.i..", The> niel:ER.l:ffte is tiae Eh 

2 '.'iee:<]:y 1faga.z1n~, Vol.II,p. 71-76. 
• 



in the series ot Original Letters;Risberg will appear in Jane 

Talbot;· Sir A. will appear in the Literary Magazine in the fragment 

o-t carsol and the carrils and the Ormes ;:Sophia may be the corres--

pondent of Jessica;· and Wallace has been largely developed perhaps . 
~ J_ .;JJ_ ~ }}t.wt c., ~ ~e ~ "'"? 

· U1,,.k 
from the minor character in the Man at Home~ Bes ides the names "--ft..... '--

~ k 
---.: the idea of Harry the law student spending his social hours as 

a visitant with Mary Hobart and Sophia Risberg at Miss Ellen•s 

recalls the coterie of Mrs.carter io ~e tena'1 in Alcuin. 

The usual Brown carelessness of details is to be noticed in 

the foundling &ei'1.g left so as not to have his name knoYm,which 

~ 
1s qv1 e2 ·1¥- forgot ten; and Wallace is stated to have three daughters 

~~i.~J. 
but when taey aFit a@tailea there is no account of the third one. 

The name of :Mary Hobart suffers the customary Brown delay;thc farm 

of Ellendale is first fifteen miles from Philadelphia and when 

convenient is changed to tive miles;and several details are 

needlesaly repeated. 

There are ~~iie a nur.iber of autobiographic touches. The pros-

perous farm of Ellendale may be a reQ&llaotioa ~ Brown•s father's 

or his brothers• and Ha.rry•s becoming a conveyancer may be a recol-

lection of his maternal uncle Charles Brockden •. Besides these 



~ r.; (jµ.J_ WJ 
Henry Colden was born ~e year ~ef&i-e/\ Brown and has ma.nv of the same 

experiences as our author. His study of law in Hartley's office 

recalls Brown's study under Wilcocks;his leaving of his home to 

I 

visit Bethlehem and Nazareth recalls •~e f~et ~~a.t Browns.maae !iB> 

excursion to the same region; his marriage with Louisa Levenson 

k. e.~ 
recalls the details of Brown's first marriage;and iH:-8 stay~ in 

Philadelphia during the yellow tever of 1793 as Brown did. 

~k 
There are two places in this :rasmeat where it is possible other 

fragments belong. The first is on page 23~,where young Ellen goes to 

Europe and while there keeps up a correspondence with Harry Colden. 

The fragment called Medway, to be noticed presently,was written at this 

tir.ie and may originally have been a. part of Henry Colden. The second 

is on page 235 where it is stated that wsubsequent incidents of the 

story are contained in a series of original letters.• As we shall 

se~ A Series or Original Letters appeared in the weekly Magazine and 

they are to be ascribed by us to Brown and mav belong here.la i~i:-8 



' Both these instances are beyond proof and may be entxt'ely 

kt~~ 
suppos1tious and coincidental but they are of ~1nterest and seem 

<A. 
to show ~fi~• there ii.a &9iie connection between IM"Y of these 

fragments of Brown's. 

The probab111 ty has already been suggested; 1t. llii!'f M these 

works are the early attempts that f1aally resulted in Clara 

Howard/ and Jane Talbot or they may be ~ nasty compositions 

the plan or which happened to come to Brown's mind while 

~ s ~I~ :_ h.tvt 1 ni~ ~ .> ~dl ~ <!(l't.4a 

writingAand which represen~he result of the impulse of the 

moment. 

Md 1~~'1 
Related to Brown• s life and work the ~ importa.11ce of ~ 

(!,~~ 
-frngmen-t and ~ Medway f.!'agmesti w9'eiii: tt p1ebe.'flly 1fl:elliaM 1s 

in the possibility of their being of autobiographic interest. 

~ 
As works of fiction they do not deee~ve criticism. They are 

an.~ ~~~ 
fragment,e and cannot be truthfully considered as ..nyilCJ:iftg more 

~h.Miµ!t~~-t~ 11.~ • ~.2_. -1-k 
than practise p1ec~s/-f-t:IAk ~+-~~ ~ ~ €/; 
Vu.~~ .rA. \rn ~ w-t-(R le....... UW"\A Mt' \~ . 

The two pages ot manuscr1pt,1n the Historical society of 

Pennsylvania in the Drcer collection,that have been designated 

as Medway h~ve been mentioned as a part of ~a? fPaemeR~ et Henry 
'}. 

Col de not they \m:ae~~~eQly most properly 

~e name~i app·a,rpnn.v f'rom the river 1n thf! county of Kent,Englandf 



84-8 

should be lt8ll cona1dered\ ~ --tL;, {-~·, 

The first pa.ge,ending with the word,.inferences,was lithograph-

icallY reproduced in facsimile ror Autograph Leaves of our Coun-

~ 
try•s Authors,published at Baltimore 1864-. The second page has 

never before been published. The signature which appears in t~ 

reprod.uction h:i.s been cut out or a. letter and. pasted on, there 

being none on the manuscript originally. The heading "From Med-

wayn appears to be Brown'a but a microscopic study of it shows 

~~~t' ~~ 
1t was written by/\John~~ennedy who was the editor of the 

w-~ 
volume. It ~~~ia~a ie eave been an afterthought for~ early 

~ ~ "4 ~ \e~"l4.~;t!.J. .rt~'"t'J, 
issue/. of the book, which 'he presea writer =poascaeeswww-tl1e William 

~. 
HzPf'3 . .cicott oopy. does ot h3.ve ~ heading. Kennedy took the 

name from the text 

never published and 

1 s to be found 

and 1t ia also 

thP. h:uidwr1t1ng,th 

.. v "jl!l;. 

Wvi.k 
gave Brown credit for~~~ which he 

(\A.~~~ 6-0 ~. \Ai()tk: 4t:t. 
·Y never have 1nts~ae& sea ete~e. How-

~ 11-~~ \\J\-
it is ia'tei:ea'&ing to note tha.t the name 

list of ~-CU'ir :LR the Wieland note-book; 

these two pa.gea were torn from that book; 

the size being apparently the same • 



several or the names used are to be found in other works. In Brown's 

letter of 21 May 1792 there is a Lauder Ellen who was a scotch advocate 

and on page two of this manuscript Mr.Ellen's brother was a Scottish 

baronet and his son's name was Lauder. The names of Ellen and Ellendale 

are also used by Brown tn his fragments Adin1 and Henry Colden;Harr1et 

is a name used tn Arde~ a.nd Henry Colden and lla.ry is a name used 1n llary 

1 
Selwyn and Remarks on Female Politicians. 

Being the slightest of fragments Me1wR.y does little more than state 

2 
the rel~ti ve post t1ons of the characters of the story. "fHl.d 'tiecause 1 t 

ts to be reprinted tn our volume of Erown miscellanies we shall omit 

all explanation &t i~ and leave it to be judged by the reader. 

Ltke Ad1n1 and Henry Colden, Medway is autobiographic to the extent 

of picturing Brown under that of the title person3ge adS:i 14 is 'E1&e1· 

w\.,~L 
"9,,¥ ror ~ reason 'HtlK it is or valuel 

1 Monthly Mw;azine,Vol.III,p.416. 
2 This may b-= a possible 1ndebtednl?ss of Brown to Dr.Jorm Moor~ 's 

Edwa.rd,wh1ch Brown r'?:~d. 10 June 1796. 


