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CHAPTER XXIII | 1309
THE DULLEST OF TRADES

180C Aetat.29

!’

urw§ .
This year when Brown was editing the Monthly Magazire and newel

g oLiitic words AKe i wo WS, Hek Gave ufy

writing/\as a sort of embroidery/\ne seans—to—hare—-Lound /1ittle time

to writ‘;’;j{etters. Whether the three which have survived Se=-M8 are

all,it i3 imposaible to know but it is probvable :&:&w—y@r

ewattogh K wnld @2 Wl Zreoongle
are missing Beeaude his reputation was toowsbsmdy established to

lead any recipients to Mtnem.
AR
ILetters asking for patronaige for 2 periodical wewtd—rseem—to—te 3
part of the business of conducting one;too often they are of 1little if

any literary value and with most writers they seldom, &-e¥ap,are of

biographical t

any 1nterest.“ ey

T n Brown's

present case we have an interesting exception for the letter which

a at Y
rollows’ shows SoRe acquaintance,m-th.m.e.-p&r-&m addressed)and in -ewe.

Paliiioidaly, the postecript, H—eoniainé—weat=ts distinctively literary.
Barrordal—Idid ')aﬁv

7 x g

Q
(2ddxres8ed Wm. P. Beers,Esd.,Attorney at Law,Alvany. )

New York (Wednesday) Fev'y 12,1800

2 Dated from the end of the letter. Gz, b

1 wWilltam Pitt Beers was Lorn a.t,Stratford,Conn.‘a&@/\gr. ated from Yale

V- 1785/ e studied 1aw with Z‘appl.rg[fieeve,settled at any,was appoirnted
Attcorney for the Nortrern District of New York 1801) and Clerk of
Alvany County $&({181¢. Fxe-days later Me died At the Tesidence of

his fzither-in-law in Fairrfield,Conn.,leavirng a widow and four sons
fe of whom graduated from Unién Co:léege 1hC1515 :
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Dear Sir :
I am sorry that the first time I should have

the pleasure of addressing you,should be,in some sort,
soliciting a favor,and imposing on you trouble,but you
have the goodness to excu3se me. .

The inclosed paper contains the conditions of a pub-
lication. which it is presumed will be,at this time,
generally acceptable. Will you bestow a moment's atten-
tion on it? If you should think it worthy ef your sub-
dcription,and that of any of your friends you will
particularly oblige the compiler,who is,at the same time,

Yours respectfully
Charles B.Brown.
Permit me to present you my thanks for your oration.l
I have perused it with much pleasure,and only wish for
the honor of our country,that most of those eulogies
which have been delivered on the same occasion were
equal to yours in merit.

v:_\" W da o—hpd- %/9 b—l

The Washington oration mentioned waéRfell and rfavorably reviewed—

. , 2.

most protably by Brown himself--in kite Mohthly Magazine and—imeri-ean
—2 A

Rewtew the criticism ending with a summary like thed—dn the postscript

2 kmatkﬁuz
to that letter. F~ds.podsbvie Beeridfead or heard Brown's Monody on

washington spoken by Cooper on 24 December 1799,for nhis oration has
a similar climax in i{t3 3econd paragrapan. A3 3 plece of documeatary

evidence of Brown's aincerity toward those to whom he wrote, the

o ¢ otll zzﬁ[maxt’%~ &4:
letter 1s W" example' The postcript might Reve—eedn

dash
a clever,of flatiery to draw a 3sudbscription,dbut witn Brown is was

his sincere opinilon.

1 It i3 reprinted in Hough's Washingtoniani, Roxbury 1365,V0l.11,
.69 £T., in the note Lo whicn Brown's criticism is credited to
the Xaw Yorx agazlne '

2 Vol.1I,p.131 ff., = ?’A(ﬂ«o«“ NOVOUNS P -a P S ST G
’]/\J-'CMC,L..
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Evidently Beers was one of the old acqualntances of Brown, it

- A S cth

veing protable that they were made acquainted by ITwighi,who later ft“‘«?
oa~d &‘\:9 ur\_b-t- W-UQZ. : A)M?\,Jt' Z«&L 1

lodged at Beers' house when on his Journey to Whitestown. Mr.

and ¥rs.Beers were remembered in June 1806 by Brown in his letter
to his sister-in-law,and Mrs. Beers called at the Linns' house
2
about 16 June 1806 when Brown was there seeking a rest and restor-
ation of his failing health.
The next letter is principally literary and contains considerable
of importance. It refers briefly to the difficulties attending

the publication of the Monthly Magazinq;ﬁo.the temporary suspension

of Stephen Calvert:. it gives his brother's criticism on Edgar

Huntly and promises amendment of the faults noticed;and it

comments on the condition of literary work in the United States.
3

Dunlap gives it as follows:

Rt e
- " t

TO JAMES BROWN.

_ New York,(Wednesday 2,) April,1800.4
DEeAr BROTHER, ;
I received your letter and the volumes, by Mr. DJbut
not till several days after he received them from you, in
consequence of a stop which he made at Woodbridge '%‘ld
Perth Amboy. It is a source of some regret that M."is :

Dwight's Travels,Vol.III,p.202.

Ses Brown's letter to his wife dated 17 June 1806.

Vel.II,.p.99.

Dunlap.

Fugh Maxwell.

The "yesterday" of the secnnd paragraph indicates the date of the
letter as probably the 2nd.

FONIN O B
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'so “reluctant and ddatory .the fulfilment of his promxses,
but allowances must be ﬂls mdlgence on one
and his sanguine and pro gﬁ posmott\hn the o <
'ﬂster&ay the due number of copies of number fifee-of
the ﬁa zine was put on board the stage for your city, where
1 hope they have seasonably arrived. This once the prmeers
have Peen tolerably punctual, and, hereafter, I have reason to
think > £t
I know how much depends upon punctuality and regil 1
‘and nothing shall be wantm’ onm "aﬁ:! ’ ‘4:‘”&{ e

*sumed, amL I hope not again checked m 1& cos ?
gourse be ﬁmshed R Lol
& {Your témarks upon the" gloommess and out-of- e
&ents*’of Huntlfy, if they be 'hot _]ust in their full "ex : e,
dc?ubtless, such as most readers” will make, whlch alone,‘is a
snﬁcwnt reason “for droppmg the doleful tone and “assu '
cﬁeerful one, or, at least substltutmg moral c'ms‘
'uic:dents in place of the ‘prodigious or’ " the sin ar)” -
:.‘not fall hereafter into that strain. Book-making, as yé)r ob-
“serve, “is the dullest of ‘all trades, and the utmost that ‘any
" American can look for, in his native country, is to be'r 4
bursed his unavoidable expenses. s
1 know not whether the advantageous publication of Mer- |
" yyn (the sequel of it) can be brought about in this city, but | '
~shall have it done in the way you mention: The salehbxh—!
ty of my works will much. depend upon their popularity in
;.England whither Caritat has carried a considerable number |
of Wieland, Ormond"ﬁnd Mervyn. ‘

Ad'ieu, 'l
|

C.B. B.!

A study of Edgar Huntly and the Monthly Magazine will show how
5
Brown took the advice of James in the matter of the prodigious
and singular. Though he probably had no choice in the matter,he
should not have listened to James' criticism of Edgar Huntly--it

March,No III o Vol.II of the Monthly Magazins.

Monthly Yagazine,Vol.II,p.172 had sald it would be tedicus to the
reader to give Lthe reasons.

It was resumed i the ensuing nurter--Aprii.

Crmond was gilver 3 new half-title, ritle,and Iinal page by Lane
and issued in 1800 33 printed at the dinerva Press.

In 18CC James 1lived at 119 South Secornd street.

F\.N N =

\n
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lead hnim away from what had given him fame--if not fortune-—-to the
poorest product of his pen. It lost for him the enchanted kingdom

of romance and suvstituted a Circean banquet bhefore driving him on

to tne varren plain of the realistic novel. Had he been of a sterner
nature—--had those eyes steeled instead of softened or suffused with
tears he would never have had cause as he did this year to renew his
dejected disappointment. The family,saturated with money matters,
vusiness people 1if you will,surely mired of Mammon,won the field by
starvation as they always do and sacrificed the best of Brown's genius

for a miseratle mess of potage.
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1

Some time ir the summer of 1800 Joseph,Brown's eldest brother,
pald a visit to the members of the ramily,stopping at Phil-
adelphia ahd Princeton,New Jersey,where his sister Elizabetn
having married had her home. Brown was posSsibly in New York at
tre time Joseph was in Philadelphia for he went to Princeton to
meet Joseph and on his way stopped with friends at New Brunswick.

2

According to Dunlap Joseph wanted Brown to return to North

Carolina with him “but" says Brown "I am reluctant to comply. I

know not why,scarcely. Seldom 1less hapov than at present. Selcom

has niy prospect been a gloomier one. Yet 1t may shine when least

expected

1 Josezh Arzitt Brown was vorn 16 Ccteror 1763, H- ~ngzized in
werreantils busirsss and afterward voeeaxns 1 r=sident of Xorth
Cirnilras K2 1s sald to have marri=d4d an A,Harrison of Ugpper
Ermnion,?orfoli,»irginla and n4d two dzu*ntn“s toth of Elllsvero,
Yorth Cirolilra,Jans Hunt r and Zary Ellzabeth wro zarried a
Sactr. sccnrding to Earle:Hom» Life ir Cclonial Dayz,¥.V.,
1292, T .14 tne tow? oF ufsapr %48 finer than Mount Vernon. In
the #is1and not--tcok (p.78) w= rind in Elijah Brewn's hand-
writing th- following:YIf son Jecs.chos2s thiz side of the
T=lawars to sit down on a Faran——that of Tench Francls ccnsists
cf 4G 1cr~s 4 oxiles frem the Clty,th: orcnard 1z voung 280
z2raltd frult tr 23 vwere planted 1ir 1792. Th~ mansieon of gstone
53 vy 28 2 parlors and one small roon ta2lcw ztalrs B enanters
& Tirisrsd zarrets the zitehosn below--a tennantis houss,3 s3tone
s.rirz n-usa,vendlan sufficient (?) 50 a-res ir aratle 1irn
clovar & zralrn the stock farmirg untilisd (?2) to go with thre
vromiees the prics ask=d 16000 Iollars the improvemrents cost
000 th-rs is 1 good guarry on the premisss 2 varn is wanted.”
According to nlz diaries ir th~ aummer of 1811 with his
vretoar Arnltt e nade 4 tusin~3s voyage to Listen. He benane A

io.r i thne Fra23vyterian Churen,velirg baptissd 6 May 1827

and on 2% 2@2contar 1828 ne was made an Elder., Hlis death has
tocn glven s 29 Cctouer 1807 at Flushing Holland--probatly
an rror for 1837.

2 VoleII,ped9.
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In that vrief extract,appareantly from a letter to Dunlap,we see
the same despondency over the prospects of a literary man which we
have found in his letter to James.

According to Dunlap it was about this time that Brown bvecame

b o
attached to Elizabveth Linn. How they met and where 1s not xnown;

J&Q b*—(&akimlgéffi Frgz b c:}:k‘~2£1 W aﬁm&tﬁ?wu&+3~:llduo L o

he may have ner in Pnila.delpnia where, her brother was a well

Lz Maa

known Presbyterlian ministerA\A need

o |
money,which his bvooks could

not yet supply,perhars prospects 6f marriage,lead him to leave New

York,the one place on eartik which up to this time had given him

(%_Q/wa_ 7

encouragment.

K/LCL. aCCd"Jdlm /% z""’? 7 46@2"‘«0@1
(Gas fe’('(zm/(/ L‘*fr oaama ho fe& Gn[
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The next letter makes it clear that Brown had returned to

1
Pailadelphia. It 13 given by Dunlap and 1is

To R{overt) P(roud)

Philadelphia (Monday )Septembor 1st. 1800.

suure and of healt.h.

‘been a&#tomed to pay 5o atte t10n ,v
'gmde fhan tiony I

1 Vol.IT,n.1l00 T

- b

2 Notise2 that Brown affects the QuaXezr fora for his oid Juiker
La2asn2r 41l y2t negiscts ths most o9bviois ninth montn

s 2 mee
cepLiEd

qﬂ-sd-

in3tezd ot



1 The Battery.

2 According to Johnsoa to ¥Kent
Pnllad=21phia

figure back

Ob%ects not a gleam of novelty. Al the old impressions seem

hp—%‘bu;ﬁ I am eg

.merely hﬁ Y qdally well or ill, ami T, il town Rof 3 i

. merely.¢o see a different set of faces. I staid - ]ersey, at

_thing.

-Place, indeed, is f"httle, ar, rather of ‘16" 1mpbﬁ‘lrmq s

h 390!1. What does. fhla mdxffe,rence ,aygue. An thgﬂay‘
thic otp oyeé or in the places in which myslot has,
Ith has been nearly mdegcndewf-x pﬁeg,

been cagt, #

otlglght Iﬁa if ¥ chose to mmgle with my labour,- pracﬁc 5
exem As to the pleasure of pure airs, and brilliant pr@- ‘!
pects,*fen minutes walk from my dwellingin New York; -al-"
ways s‘};ﬂiced to place me on a spotg fanned by the! ,purest
breezes, and embellished with the widest and most splendid-.

scene that our country can any where exhibit. A stene whf N
vaxmty,' in consequence of Heaven’s every varymg’ a:q, 1s m-‘
exha.nsttﬁle, and which I, every time, contemplated &
pleagure than the last. » "

What then were the recommendations of a change g had no™
engagements that detained me in New York, and T came
hitherynot to see different scenes, to breathe dlfferent‘ airs, but

:-.B

Newark, Brunswick and Princeton half a week, M now have

I come back to my ancient neighbourhood. :

"All the inanimate objects in this city, are uniform, monoto- _

nous and dull. I have been surprised at the little power they |
have over my imagination. At the sameness that every where
s. A nine months absencefhas cast upon surroundmg

Yo exist with their pristine freshness in my memory. Under
this sun I discover nothing new, but this sameness pleases

not, More irksome, more deadening to my fancy is this city, |
on its ownraccount, than ever. I am puzzled to guess how it
happens, but it is of little moment to inquire, since walls and,
pavements were never any thmg to me, or, at least, were next |
to nothing. Social and intellectual pleasures belng every

The G.sare gone to Lancaster or thereaway. [ saw them
at New York with a pleasure, not easily described. Thou
hast not heard the hlstory of their journey thither, and their
stay there. To me, in its relatlon to me, nt ‘was extremely in-

1315

y 20 Deo=mb3r Brown had gon:2 to

in August vni‘n would max2 atae month3 absence

3 Prooadly Cope.

1301 letter
Lancaster.

19

Lo Novembar of 1799.
CT.26 July 179% letter ton James Brown and Oct.
originiliy came from

Ri=agker. Thomas P.Oo 2p2

»



“'ie 1t‘appeared “that somethmg lay heavy on’ m.y fhéﬁﬁ,.t
ﬁﬁr;mvxolably closed. I saw a letter to’ lﬁx“'

_' An %y not practlce candour ? 'What lay heavyt ]
has mide Tight. What troubled me then, molests me g
Tittle. ‘*Buch is the variable fleeting nature of this thlng"‘ _
thovught. One idea, in spite of every effort to retain-it,’ wlll
graagally Ioose its hold, and though it still occasmnally come
ind mgl\t and flit about us, it stings and vexes us no lqnger
'.[‘hmjf&t is, with that idea which I brought with me from New
Festy, last November, and which spread a'cloud over me. " Itis.'
» gane,”yer not totally. ' It revisits me now and then, but holds |
mf@ pidable place in my thoughts. When I sce thee, I will
#elthee what it was; I think [ will. ’Tis a phantastic'appre-\
heiﬁon that withholds me. If'I do not see thee, it w111 do to‘be !
ﬁ‘ltt’em SR

Poss]bly Y may write to thee again before I see thee. - I nced ‘
uoi-!dy "how acceptable will be a few lines from thee ta thy

What the idea.which he brought from New Jersey in November of

1799 (was/1s not known. It may have had something to do with his
L

édmiration for the eiusive Miss ?ott%(}t may have been the
knowledge of his constitutional weakness and probable eng}_os—é&
may_haxe_hean_zaounzLng_Lnnngth_oi—eaictdea From the expressions:

used and the idea of writing of it the passage seems to be a

reminder of those written to Bringhurst in the critical days of 1792-3

1 Unidentifisl.



) 1317
The reference to the BRattery of New York and the expression that
walls and paveients were a8 nothing to him makes it rfitting that we
recall a reminiscence by John Davis. It appears that Brown had a
choice 1like Mme.De Stasl who preferred a fourth story of a Parisian
lodging house to 21l the reported beautles of Lake Geneva. Davis'

1l
Travels gives a picture of Brown at New York.

*The author of Arthur Mervyn,living at New York, I sought
acquaintance with a man who had acquired so much intell-
ectual renown. I found Mr.Brown quite ir. the cosatume2

of an 3uthor,embodying virtue in a new novel,and making
his pen fly vefore him.

Mr.Brown occupled a dismal room ir a dismal street. I
asked him whether a view of nature would not be more
propitious to composition;er whether he should not write
with more faclility were his wirdow to command the prospect
of tre Lake of Geneva.--Sir,said he, good pens,thick paper,
and ink well diluted,would facilitate my composition more
than the prospect of the broadest expanse of water,cr
mourtains rising above the clouds."

In a note Davis adds

*Wnen I mentioned this reply of Mr.EBrown to one of the most
distinguished literary characters now living,--Sir,said he,
this American Author cannot, I think, be a man of mxuch
fancy."

Avout 1800 the actor John ERerrard,having teen the secretary of

a similar organization ir. England,founded in New York what

3
was called a *Beefsteak Club". In his Retrospections of America

Londéon,180%,p.149. ,
By costuie Divis meant 1 great coat and snces wern at the heels.
P.19G.

ASYELV I o
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he speaks of it thus:

*I was also instrumental in promoting the public
canviviality by founding an American Beefsteak
Club,round the table of which I was enabled to
collect many able supporters in mind and voice.
Mr.Jefferson,Mr.Carroll and C.Brockden Brown were
among our visitors."

It is imprevadle that Brown met derferson or Charles Carrolll
of Carrollton at Bernard's club. With the former the sparks would
fly so that Bernard would never have forgotten any such meeting.
With the latter Carroll's angestry which was connected with the
lords of Ely and Ormond,his Jesuit education,and his remarkable
intelligence could not have failed to make a similar impression
on the gossipy Bernard.

Continuirg Bernard gives an excellent account of how a fire at
Rickett's Circus had broken up one of the meetings;tut whether
or not Brown was a guest at that time we have no means of knowing..

Perhaps his use of a fire alarm in Stephen Calvert and the Series

of Original Leiters may have been inspired by such an experience,

but it 13 more probable that the earlier similar experience as
related by Smith,7 January 1797,was the real source of any such

incident.
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' , 1l
The latest we hear of Brown,during:this year 128 in a letter of

William Johnson to James Kent at Albvany. It is dated 20 December

1800 and in part reads:

*Mr.B.who went from here in August last to Phila.,has

teen there ever since,& from his present engagements

I do not expect his return very soon. I am alone in my
old habitation...Have you any curiosity about the Magazine
Review & does it get into your hands? As I have an inter-
est in it,1it would gratify me much to hear your opinion

of 1t." B

At the same time that he was editing the Monthly Magazine and

supplying a great deal of the material for it, he was--probably in

August--bringing out in New York the second part of Arthur Mervyn
which so far as we know had to be written. He alsc had a story or
two more "growling within him%;and possibly the autumn rid him of

his tlue devils and stimulated him to write Clara Howard.

1 Kent Collection,Litriry of Congress.




