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LOUISIANA· PURCHASE PA:MPHLET&! 

r.a-03 

....;n .J 80J' Brown pu.'.b11ehed: two pol1t.1eal JHtmphlets clealtng wtth th'e 

~ ,11"'4 
-iiotrt!""iana ~ux oltae4h The first 1is .An Address to the Government of the 

A - ---- --· 
. ~ 

United_ States on the Cession of_Lou1s1ana to the Frenchf -r~e eee&nd 

-M Monroe~i- Embassy, 2!... the Conduct ot the Government .1n relation to 

™- claims to the navigation of the .M1as1s1pp1 ( s1_c ). our reproductions 

w111 show the complete titles. The Conrads of Philadelphia were the 

publ1shers,e4 ~e~h psmpttlet9'. 

(~ ~ ..:i.' When 1i ls knonr Brown wrote the ~ePme~ we ~aP~&~8M!PM~,e.a...,; 

~~'1 
the l.a1iWir on the testimony or 1 ts t 1 tle-pag.e. 

""'- ll<ntroe' ~ . :'1"'1'aa~r~ .* 
kw.:i a...... ~ .. :h~~ . ~e.~ 
tt signed with the pseudonylll or P 

( I GWJ £ «'cib ~/ 
In 1804 we s11a:11 ti&a ~ 

A 



c~cr'k 
To the French p&Qpl.e pamphlets on Louis 1a.na were 1\:a* n•·!f in 

those days;but to the readers of p"bl1eav1efte Mt. the united 

~~cf-
States they were 9e&aiaePa~lQ er a n<lVelty. There appears to 

;\. 

have been not more than one other fJettta i·i:g,a jl8Pehsee pampp1et 

I 

issued before or contempor~eous with Brown•a. Perhaps there were 

~~[,el·~7~~-
more but they have not be~n seen by Wle very persoRi-Wf~~~~""'1m. 

-lfii~~r-~ ~ ~ 
ea ti.t. Of course tne newspapers were full of ·u10 ett•JQQt ~m- the 

~~.t..~ l..fu 
~ ~~~ Spain's action was known.\URt1l long after Brown was deaa-

an~1ator1c 



In both pamphlets we have statements ot the loss that will 

0-
tall on the merchants by ~QaBeft ef the wi thclrawal or~. place 

1 . 
of deposit at.New Orleans·. Therein we may find Brown's real motive. 

"i'er wr1t:1as ;)lese 1usm17ai.et1 •• ostensibly it was to arouse the 

2 
government to war-like action. In one case he states ~ his 

3 
private affairs are. not concerned but later he says ~ the 

merchant,ar~Asan and planter see how their private interests 

I+ 
will suffer if action is not taken. In another place, though 

not yet having seen any,he fears loss in the future. Undoubtedly 

h~ 
EFewftt~ relatives and their mercriantile and shipping interests 

' 
~~ "'- \~~ 

were ~' iAe bottom er i5a :mai,eP,bUt,.4f eel:M'e"- no one who ha.e 

\~o'3 
f'CM Brown 1 s life up to ·tht~ '!'61Rt will believe t-Mt his ~ 

0-
motive was ~ possible pecuniary interest in the family busi-

5 ness.a£fs1»&-. Of the times it r.as been wisely said that "men 
........ . ·- ·-··· ,,-. 

_..,.. ..... _ 

~i_i_:-::~ :-i ~lacl~ W:i3 fr"c:...:;ss -iry; for t :r.··· c,1rgo,-:>s tct..i to ·oe trans
f"c:rrr'C f.ro;i-. r1v,~-r coa.t3 to 3-i:~:i-.;otr;~ vc-33el~. Tt:,0rc:in,;u.:~-
tc~.-,rc,ir, o:::ly ~ co:1.3l.:.•t<.>d tc. or,-:>:1cn cf· tI"::a.ty ·r.y th<~ Sp1Li irds .J..+k 11'7S 

2 r\ J ,_'.' r 0::.- Z S , p • 1 .• 3 r~_ 1 d • , p • 8 8 • A 4 p . 2 6 • £.-~'1 ~ 
5 .Josi at. I:wisnt to Frcd.er-ili3t Centr'-1.1 Col!:.rni tt~e ,qti.oted pp .312-1;. 

;..or Lwr .. ' o H::trri~.cn Gr:~y Ot ia, Boa tor:, 1913. 
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who would not look into a newspaper,w1ll read a pamphlet with 

attention• and Brown was not the man to miss such a golden 

opportur.1 ty. --A-tr the same time 1 t shau J a be borne in mind '&hat-

'1¢ ' 
&G tfiai hls UnlnteP-este<l view point is not ie l3e aeeefJ"b9'1 wg'M'l:elK. 

~5~1e iethJt;: \,£eo&:::{;ca.'it:, 

~ 
Be :Bl'ewal.a motive what it may it is interesting to note 'bat 

it only took him a little more than one year to change e&11:,1eiely 

his attitude of m1nd.~~e matter af lPliS~iRg 1fttie 'fl'a!'' In the 

two communications to the Philadelphia Gazette under the signature 

k 
o-r Popl1cola Mferre1 'tQ ~efere,Bl'ewi advises against hostilities 

with Spain and recommends patience with everyth1ng,even insu1:/ 

~~~ 
=eef&i'& ~11CS-~ ~u.. He must have read the speech of seael'~ .Ia.mes 

A 

w-lo 
.Jackson Hi the ~enata whel!'e-tft. M argued ~ the merchants should 

not advise war because i r it WM8 entered on they would surely be 

~ \~o'2 
totally ruined. isroe years 12ier iL his ~rit1sh Treaty pamphlet 

we shall find Brown ~uite a peaceably disposed citizen. From this 

\\(~ 

change e-t &'1B10R we a~e 4r1ven !'.'> conclude ~ he lqQI, ~~ con-

v1nced or the folly of his earlier advice;as he might wisely have 
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been when he saw the happy result or the ~ei&a•• negotiations. 

-r- ~ 
Ia •~eaeel•&a ine~f Apamp'tll.ets are resi]r,y of national historical 

valuel~tberte \:tfta~~ee1ate6. All writers on the subject of the 
• 

.-.e~taia:na PUrchase speak of the surprise of Jefferson and the 

American ambassadors when it was learned trittM:. Napoleon would 

sell the whole of Louisiana. They never seem to have considered 

that,wnen it was possible for such an unpolitical author as Brown 

to see clearly the position of France and the intentions of Napo

k.o+' 
leon,they shouldA.fia¥e argue~ the whole Department of State to.have 

11 '.I 

Ii I ~ ij 
:! !, 

been a parcel of innocent children. At least it seems the President, 

his cabinet and the diplomatic service of the government,should 

have been quite able to understand what Brown understood,and 

peaa1.:el!y to receive information a little earlier.~ \tow much 

~onftdential information Jefferson and some of the ~9J5l:il311e!!Vl. 

{l, ~ ~~ ~ l _J_ I_ 1 I 
senators had>ha.s never been <livulge<l, ~ 7 ~J_ ~1 ~. we c"-

~ ~~ia. At;_~ lo-~ ~~' 
=-kftf;r; ;r;.ea'1.1ng all: t~4i Y:i"a 1 n1 stor1gal: WOI ks on tlle !ttbj ee'4;. 

_j t w1JJ. be fOJJDd tQ1'; Jefferson 1 s minister plenipotentiary ,James 

Monroe,wa3 well posted on the French side so that before leaving 

the united states he must have had. some idea ~the whole of 

ii\ II 

!I 
I 

ij 1, 
II ll 11 

j 
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Louisiana would be offered. That Jefferson felt the necessity for 

going slowly in asking his countrymen for perhaps any number of 

ten millions to buy the whole ia quite probable; that he also 

was weighing his knowledge of popular opinion against the fact tbat 

he was about to consummate an action which the constitution did 

' not give him the right to perform is also more than probable but 

that he was so ignorant or the truth as not to know what hacl.a11 

along been perfectly evident to his political opponents the Fed-

era11sts is beyond belief. The senate debate of February l~,15,16, 

21,23,2~ and 25 shows that not only Jefferson and his ambassador 

1 
could not have been surprised but even that senator Morris had pro-

2 ,, 
posed to take all of Louisiana. Payment was even thought of; and a 

betrayal of secrets. of the senate and a suggestion that two ,millions 

to certain members of the French court would have caused France to 

sell the territory,are among the published records of the Senator-

ial debates. 

i~ 
For over ten pages of Mon~qe•s Embassy Brown suggests and ampl1-

fies the wisdom of taking all of Louisiana instead of just the right 

to the river and New Orleans and the Flor1aas. on page ~6 or the 
same work he says: 
1 P .157 R~JLQ~_j_ of J. g.2c.i. t_§' •••• c.1.1 Q£:f t~_in fc? .SQ.lu t t.Q:~ s con~£:rn1n_g Ute 

viol~lior: or tr10 rigrit 91:. deuosit,etc.,oy Willia.ff. :cu:1.ne,Ph1LL,1803. 
2 P.172,Ibiac-·m. 'f Beg1Ln1r_g at p.36. ~ P.194,roidem. 



•on this principle,we may hope to bargain with France 
for the province. If the jealousy of England is at 
length aroused,and the French be absolutely forbidden 
to receive the province,or if England be incited to 
this vigor by the offers of America to support her 
oppos1tion;or it the states take possession without 
loss of time,and offer no other alternative than a 
sale,who ca.n doubt of the decision of France? Will they 
not ta.ke something in preference to nothin_g: •••• •· 

d. 
In both these pamphlets we t.l=lCle f1fl4 our author judgl-ftg the true 

Gt'.) 

situation as well 14= net bet~eF t~ the statesmen of his day. 
A. 

Comp~re with this the quotation from Ma.rbois' History of Louisiana 

1 
as given in Hosmer's Louiaiana Purchase 

Napoleon said: "I know the worth of Louisiana and I 
have hoped to repair the error of the French negoti
ator who abandoned it in 1762. I have recovered it 
on paper through some lines in a treaty; 2 but I have 
hardly done so when I a.m about to lose it again.• 

The Brown paasage just quoted continues: 

' L. I 

~ir the cession become impracticable by any means, 
can she have the least objection to take ten ot twenty 
mlliona from us in exchange for a.n airy and barren 
Cl:iim. The wisdom of their conduct in this respect 
is readily discovered;but it would be somewhat harder 
to discover the wisdom of the states,tn acceding to the 
barg~1n. To purchase the absence of those who cannot 
approach, to gi lfe money to France for relinquishing 
that which she cannot obtain,seems to be no very 
frug~l or saving scheme·~·•· 

Here we see not only a. suggest ion of the advantage the United 

states ha.a,which was all very good for Brown's purpose,but a 

hazarded guess at the price, which ~fteFW€kf'di proved to have been 

a lucky hit. The price paid w&·Sl'iettld temember was ten or twenty 

1 P. 132. 2 SectL·'.)n III of th~ tre':lt.Y of Idl~fonso. 



m1111ons;1n fact just fifteen. on page ~3 Brown had already 

statea fifteen millions as ~&iRg hardly possible of raising,as 

if he were also acquainted with the price at which we could 

~Ye~ably buy it all. 

But the actually prophetic passage is on page ~8. It reads: 

~t when our Ambassador arrives, the state of things 
be such that France 1~ obliged to forego her scheme, 
she will consent to sell. While she has hope of gain
ing the province,she will not barter it for money. That 
people are not idiots or madmen ••• Their consent to sell, 
thererore,1s an infallible proof that they are hope
less of gaining. If a man go to law for an estate of 
ten thou.sand a year,and consents,at any tinie,to sell 
hi.s right to the adversary for six -pence, 1 t is plain 
that he hopes for nothing from his suit.• 

legal 
Here Brown's &a¥~Atra1n1ng stood him in good stead. 

When he comes to the conclusion of Monroe's Embass_y he launches 

out into inciting to arms even stronger than he had in the ea~liQr 

l"imP"'-·o1i ·u~e Address. He deprecates any wa.r a.ct ion by-the western 

people but at the same time takes pains to explain ~ they would 

1 
not b~ punished for it. Joining the French,rebellion and secession 

are not withheld through any patriotic spirit or ~ear of the riot 

On Brown's side the two pamphiets stand for evidence. He is~ 

one who we are sure realized ~ the affair w~s of such magnitude. 
- . 

1 (L.lm:m:.L1mes_ 1fon.:q_e_.Boston, 1898, American Sta.t~smen Serit.-:s,p. 79 
says "o:ie news pa.per r:1i .oed the cry of disunion." 



It had been popularly represented to be only a matter of the breach 

l 
o·f treaty by the Span1aras,n~t,as actually was the case,of taking 

a stretch o~ country equal if not larger than the original thirteen 

states. At least Jefferson,Monroe and Livingston must have realized 

it fully,but there is no evidence of it in all which the historians 

have given us. Of course no one need demur if out of a ~18:,9R love 

~ 
tor the dramatic they_ prefer~ •surprise• stor~~~e fact re-

mains Brown could not have been surprised for he knew of it. If no 

\N'L~t:,.. 
&ft6 but Brown saw the possibilities a.a ~e 41d,~ or course 'HMt 

'tJ?uti. ia he was the only one who properly appreciated the si tuatior .... 

~ i~ 'JI M we discard. the popular "'surprise"' story it is pgss1b-~ he merely 

was following -'t:'fte arguments fie found 1r. the lift~e~"Wila&" federal news-

pa~ers. ef ~se S:!i-j'o. Bl! that as it may 'tltQ faQi Fe:rru'dl"ls tlz~t. in both 
~ 

pamphlets his arguments are on the whole the same, they are a deal 

2 
like t8&ii et Jefferson's letter .: 18 April 1802 to Livingston; 

in fact they echo in a surprising manner taaee ~ee8 Lr. the secret 

diplomatic correspondence. 

l ':':1.e wrong w·-ls r:.€r:ted be:::1 ore 20 April 180.3 acco:"ding to M;11-:!ison 1 s 
letter to Monroe--StH.t:.~- P:-:i.r,ers ~nd _Qorre§.pond_::;nc~ g§ari!}g upon 
tr~-~ Purcr~a.se of tr1e Territory of Loui3Jj.p.a,w:.ishington,1903,p.l8l. 

2 IbiC.t-IIJ.,p.15 ff. 



we do not know ~ what result the pamphlets produced. The 

./. ~. 
fact~Of importance ~ the negociations went on,no violence en-

sued,no war was begun,a.nd on the 20th. of December of the same 

year in which the pamphlets were issued L6u1s1ana was by a very 

picturesque ceremony formally ceded to the United States. 

~ 
so far as ~FelV'ff'\s pamphlets were concerned the agitation for 

war-like measures was 1£ ~eth gai9i a failure. In the cause of 

humanity we are to be congratulated trftert, it was so;for the 

matter m~y h~ve been viewed by the other three nationa differ-

ently than 1 t was, and W<i.r might have been a.R e.tttttr,-ot ·greater 

e(fC_ 
world complications than it a.ppea.red to be. N'ltions can ~aue:rly 

a_ 
1.cquire territory by t1*~ &ame peace<lble process.a.a 1rrd1v1aY~la. 

~ The President wa3 a. man of peace and diplomacy and Brown's 

a~ 
failure was the success of Jefferson. No s&a&lblQ pePee~ would 

Q.a.v.ll 

have it otherwise,even ~Qi&i"gl?I to ~ fifteen millionr ~ 

as the 



1 
The advertisement to the second edition of the Address had 

this significant statement: 

"The measures which have lately been ta.ken by the 
government,are widely different from those which 
the editor, .•• ventured to recommend.' 

~ 
The same idea is E:ellawc~ ~Monroe's Embassy, so Niat we see 

~ .Brown waa §l'eutgw.alftr disappointed ~i;i tho Pe81ilt - , ~ iJhat 

2 
he says the government would not do--it proceeded to do. This 

was caused by the fact that the idea of force was not new, it 

having been thought of before and abandoned as not so liable o~ 

success aa diplomacy and as contrary to the duty,policy and 

character of the United states. To him it appeared his advice 

had fallen on deaf eara;in fact he shows a trace of bitterness 

and becomes almost abusive of the government's action when he 

referred to the fact that all his efforts had resulted in an 

embassy. 

which he 

the eaders. 

1 Wr1~ch we sr:3.ll r.~:r-2'-l.fte:r.' q-:.,ot':' in full. 
2 P. 90 of the Add_!e~s_. 

he might 



Now that these two pamphlets have been considered in the aspeets 

which they have in common attention should be directed to them 

in di vi dually. 

The first,entitled An Address to the Government on the Cession 

of Louisiana,etc., was heralded by some unidentifted writer in 

the Philadelphia.Gazette and Daily Advertiser for 4 January 

1803·, as follows: 

•cession of Louisiana. There are rew public events that 
have engaged more attention lately, than the conduct of 
the Spaniards on the Mississippi. There seems to be 
little difficulty in the public opinion as to the con
duct which the government or the United States ought 
to pursue,provided the only party with whom we had to 
deal,either in negociation or war,were the Spaniards. 
In such case a demand upon the Span1ah officers of the 
restoration ot the intercourse,and,in case of refusal, 
a military expedition down the river,are the obvious 



measures;~but if Louisiana be really ceded to France, 
it then-becomes a.n enquiry of some importance--what 
the intentions of the French government are? Whether 
the restrictions on the navigation of the river arise 
from a previous concert between France and Spain? 
'Rhether France when she comes into possession,will 
grant the treed.om of the river on the same terms on 
which we have hitherto enjoyed it? Whether,even 1! 
this eession be made,and. the French resolved to take 
posseas1on,1t""4.l~ not be fully justifiable and highly 
prudent in the United States to anticipate their arrival, 
ana aieze the country 1mrr~diately? 

Considerable light has been thrown upon the intentions 
of tr~ French in this particular,in a very curious per
formance,written by one of Buonaparte•s counsellors of 
state. In this paper"'the arguments ir.. favor of attacking 
st.Domingo,and of resuming Louisiana,are copiously 
displayed.. The objections arising from the adverse in
terests of Spain,England and America,are enumerated 
and confuted;·lnd the advantages to France from a station 
on the Mississ1pp1,are placed ir.. the most striking 
point of view. This papXer past through a few hands in 
Parts,at the time the late negotiations were pendir..g,and 
is in every respect,a very extraordinary and valuable 
performance. The present crisis of affairs renders the 
contents of it extremely interesting to Americans,and. 
the public ought to be informed of them. A translation 
will accordingly appear in a few days, from one of the 
presses of thds c1~y,accompanied with remarks on the 
measures whict. it becomes our government to adopt on 
this important occasion." 

W"nc ~fwr:.ter~1tt.is}aet.1ee was is not known but in the 

sequence and matter it has a striking similarity to Brown's work 

"' and may according to the practise of the day have been turnished· o't. 

\.fl Af;;:. ~~ 
/\. by him. It is ma.de ~ of so much of the material 1r ... the same words:· 

/\. -

as tt~ pamphlet 1~e&lf 1 tsat it is ~ of small consequence. ~ 

--:(f 1 t be by Brown, it ruight be oene iacied: as an ir1terestir ... g example 

of his method of announcing his work--not by any means the only 

"*' instance 1rvhere we have suspected t;he 2ame aetlOlh Ir. 1 ts possible 



--..---. --

connection as press-agent•a work it has many points to recommend it, 

notably 1 ts modesty. aa'1 l.aok ot prii&ea't '1~ 11 puffepy" .. It sounds 

the note or the pamphlet and warns off all Republicans. 

The actual date of "t;.Ae publication haa not been ascertained 

but the statement at the close of the Gazette notice H:i?Jl ~l'alde• 

~would indicate ~ it was about the 10th. of January. This 

)1-~i=.k ~.;L 
the~e was plenty of time for!he er1giaal memo!-1",on which 

f .-11 ;:it tii«P-~ ih.~ ... t- f~ 
it is based, to cross the Atla.nti.c 4fts 1ome el-lip eeftl'l.€ eted witl=l 

-'l!le B!'e·m'fMlily•a "&lii1Peaa and it indicates~ the composition 

tofi: ~ -t-LAM<-11< 

may have gone b~ck to. the wift,er of 180~\.\\ 

II 11 

11 I 

I 

!I 

rl 

1! 

:i 

ii 
II 

I 

I I 

I l 
: ! 
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The title-page was so hastily eem~ese~ and thoughtlessly designed, }f!t; 

1t does not conform to the ~Bd!lj~le~·e presentation or the material. The 

whole address 1~ee1' does not pretend to be ~drawn up~ by the Consellor-

i t is the memorial or which he was~~~ to l!a¥e be~! the author. 

R H 

l 
Dunlap 'Hi-- apeaki:ag 0 f 4 'tt:l@ ifench SeQR&ellor of Staff was contused by 

the title-page and. says parenthetically "·tor the author merely assumes 

that chara.cter,the better to elucidate the truths he wishes to incul.cate•. 

b~ IN {,,.t-~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ r\t:i 
Most writers elaee Dunlap,~'ea.&-~~~w.941-i~~'atl::.Et-it:l.~~~~!$1~...._ .... 

opening 

~~~ 
paragraph wee~a irow.u &sys •nor would the compiler or this address, 

I 

It 
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_ •• M·. tbii t1~~ ef llls life :s1vm1 l'ia4 'rery little to d:o wtth romas91Ag; 

in fact,the ire3ter part of bis werk rer ~&e past iwe yea~a .ha~ ~een. 

'3ti~ 
_ 1~ t~G prosaic realm or eelc! Pealtty. A1soAbout this ttme.x._was 

meditating it not actually at work on his translation of Volney.and 

in translating that work from the French we shall ~resesi1v see ~ 

his practise was to paraphrase rather than literally '"'bQ. translate. The 

second edition e~ ~~e ~Mtt~:ru.ei ia ef ~el~ ae~e.-..;..;. contains certain 

~~\J(-
variations many of which, a.t first sight,appear to support the claim 

.-1t-ok ~~t~ 
A 

~ Brown was revising his own wei'k;out upon :CW:rifiet" s~udy no one will 

be able to find one change which cannot be 

~IM.a.~ \viillJ''-J ~ ~ • ? k 
diction alter~are not only perfectly consistent with but are 

suggestive or ~ French 3re pl&RiY ef iasisfteee wheN? 

origin had not been~ distinctly stated it could be eaail~ determined 

by interr:al evidence. The staccato sentences,the italics, the 

cl"ill.nges in words, in pur:ctuation, in idiom, in sentence construction, 

the omissions, a~c.11t1ons and substitutions all owe their 

existence to the Vi•Y tPQ.e paraphrasi~g practised by Brown. 



1{12-l~ 

\Vk ~~ \Vloii ~~ L~1 k ~tte~~~ 
Cl1k ~~\i&, ~~ lroit-~ q {ze ~1 ~-\-k ~+ 

, vl~cl ~ 11 W'~ ~ ~ ~ ~-{; k ~~·~~ ... /{ 
k:1'1 ~ ~ ~ "~ ~ ~~ g-"-cl. ....._~ .J.~~l 

, m-tt-Od ~~~AA~ µ~I £v ~C.r~ ~ ~-tt_ -%-t~. 
r ~ "I & ~ ~ ':1-.. -\wi:,~ c;, ~ cl; k ·~ :::r-""'-<: k'? · *"~ c -..,, 

~ ""'\ .e_ ct".i ~ lf tn «T ~ • U ~ -\:;; -\k ~ d "" c.o ~ l.,, b_ 

\r-l IJ.,, we e_"-* 5 o :,._-r. ft: W., *~ !fl,~ (;..CC "'-"'-C. '( 0, 
~~ {;;~e_4--t~. 

r 
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.~ 
in which it was used. That the Senate debaters had read ~Fe'Mi's pa.m-

pt..iet cannot be learned. There has been found two copies w~iea we~a 

~ 
owned by senators. Theodore Foster of Rhode Island bought a copy at 

/\ 

Ra.p1n•s 1n Wash1ngton,but he dated the purchase some time in March, 

'1"4 ~~'~"""' 
thP- trimming or the fdges having cut away the day of the month. S.L. 

A 
~ ~ f~ 

Mitch111 owr~e~ ~ second edition and dated it 1803. Per~aps both or 

~\.-~ Jli~ ~· 
them and others as well as Brown read the same Yillow ~QYraa1e, Brown 

~\~J_ 
cculd not have getien his ideas from the ~ctual sessions of Congress 

because the govern~ent had teen moved to Washington in 1800,he did 

not,so far as we know,journey there and his pamphlet preceded the 

debate 1n the senate/ '1t J ~-\L~ -lr- ~s. 

The usual comment 1s that the p:unphlet was a non-partisan argument 

and i~at +;.had influence. Of course no one who repeats the first 

part of th~t eeaJWeet has read 1t; tor ttie attitude ls "'&Q. distinctly 

federal a.nd. • strongly ant1-republic~l.lt may "Be "beilcefl aa tEl:e pat.terft 

~t BroWJ::L's pnJ1t1eal belte1' One 

Lv~ 
of his strongest hits at the government is on page 85 tft wfiieh he j-e4As 

all tte other Federalists aft-6 calls it cowardly. 
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"),~ t--\W-
The mat+er er tioe influence 1s not decisive. From a superficial 

'ct-
A. 

examination t'R• ,am,ale.t appears to hav·e been a. failure because as 
·~ It {" ~~ \ro.A.<q_ 

expressed 1n the resolutions offered 1n the Senate by James Ross the . A 

~· 
government action did not follow Brown's 1~ The debate resulted 

a.. 
1n an a.n:.endment proposed by John Breckenridge of Kentucky. The amend-

ed resolution was unanimously voted by the senate and soon became law. 

2 
James Ross the of the from Pennsyl-

Federalist,an 

for The fact that Brown's 

the addressed to the Re esentatives in gre 

c1ng legisl~tion r:::.;:f.!;te~et~~ copie 

In the course of tl'1e debate Ross, Morris of New York, and 

Wells !1.r .. d White of Dela.ware show traces of the ~rgu-

ments Brown used. Their speeches are rema.rkatle for their dearth 

2 In 1805 he was ma.de At torney-ceneral cy Jef'ferson. 

the 

i A sketch o!' his life by Harrison Hall the editor a.nd a. reprod'..<.ction 
of the portr'.i.1 t pa.ir. ted by SUlly may be found in the Portfolio~ 
December 1816,pp~449-6C. 
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at originality. It was not until the debaters had been all heard 

that anything even in unimportant detail waa brought out tB Pe~~~ia~ 

~ 

to strengthen or batter down the arguments which we eaa fiftd in 

Brown's pamphlet. so far as the record shows it probably was true 

that all thoae in favor of Ross• resolutions and most of,at least 

the prominent,opposers had read and.absorbed what Brown wrote. 

Brown being unofficial could make explanations interpreting 

the motives of Spain a.nd France whereas Ross being a part of 

the govern:.~ent did not dare fto\evenjsuggest them unless he wished 

~ 
to haaten the closing of the Senate doors ~ a secret session. 

Apparently Ross hoped ~ome other Federalist would attack the 

subject. He did not offer his resolutions until no onP. else 

would a.nd the aeasion was nearing its end. Then he hinted at the 

subject,he knew he was 1n the minority,that he probably would 

fail, but ir. spite of the f"l.Ct that he ha.d been defeated in the 

elections and was to serve 1n the Senate only a few more d3ys he 

bowed to the ir.terests or his constituents. His opening speech 
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was considerate--he said he w1s~ed to give the Pres1Qent power 

to back-up any negotiations the envoy might make. His resolutions 

put the war preparations in the hand of the Pres1cent. It appears 

as if Ross were defeated. In reality he did not fail--the means 

1 
to the end were changed but had it not been for his resolutions 

it is probable no such protective action would have been hasten-

2 
ed. There was danger in the subject--bribery was hinted--confi-

dential aiscussion--the rules of the Senate--and cleared galleries 

and closed doors were aelicacies.ef ta& Jaattep, 

Whether Ross as the senate spokesman for Brown or Brown through 

the p~pu1arity of his p~mphlet helped s~ ••l in~ bringing about 

the Louisiana pucr..ase ts not known. Of course no 

.1.. ~1i:ci..:=.ison to 11onroe 1 Jiiirch l(S0.3 St3.te P~pers,etc.Washington 
1903,p.113 spoke of them as "driving at war thro• a delegltion 
of uncons ti tut ion '"vl power to the Executive." 

2 Ltving.ston to Madison 12 llia.Y 180.3 St3.te R:ipe!2,etc.Washir.gton 
19C3,p.190 said "they J,;roved we would not te trifJed with." 
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political event or that magnitude was ever actually due to one 

influence. In most cases 1f one can prove any influence at alL 

tlle work is esteemed worthy of remark and remembrance. 

~~~ . 
structurally,4-t was pl~nned with care and well worked up to a 1"9W&r 

~ dramatic climax. It opens with an introductory paragraph relative 

to the compiler, the source of his material falliws~ The formal statement 

of his entreaty for the patience of the reader is next made, follow-

ed by a brief outline of the introductory part of the material. These 

iz.a.\~&P el:flt9r'i!J:e introductory details are well stated and ~ 

brier/-f as possible only occupying three out of 

the ninety-twc p~ges of the first edition. Then follows the 



quoted. material,--the translation from the French,--for seventy-

three pages. This in turn,tt ahould be noticed., does not pretend. 

1.: 
to end the memorial as it originally appeared in French .&r0~ 

~Qi chosen to affect hTGakiftg eff a~l'U~tlY, 

to have been complete~::t:::..Then follow sixteen pages
2
of summing up 

.-

in which Brown deserts.-· his old. habl ts of language and. develops 

.J-
~ wef\k dramatically to the end.. 

~ 
From a 11 terary standpoint tofte we~k is faulty in the artittcial"--

¢.~ 
1ty of p~rts of the at~~cture,1n Q8Fis1n slips in logic, in a 

narrowness of view.et ~R8 att~Jee'°' The historical facts are at 

times ignored., though inexplicably so, and the coloring applied. 

is J8PR•~i often a little too lurid. However,on the whole it is 

powe~~~l,convincing and well workad up to arouse 1R ~Re PSSQQr 

a desire H &al<:amon) !!Oa 

~ppeal were gj~~ 

HUHi wae e~eeees:f'ttlly res lsted: i't8• 

--~--~~------~~~~~~~~~~ 

As a campaign document the work is 

or whether selection 

of 

a s tud.Y ef it. 

1 Aside from the proof of the authorship,one of the most tnteresttng 
:.hing.s a.bout the d iscover.Y of the French ori:sinal would be the 
co:1tin.1n.tion from this point. 

2 Of the 92 of the ftrst edition. 



\./ft """' ;.M argument ...,_,llwi"""Bl ie l:le 1rres is table;: 

he made 

~ 

~~~d¥.:~ "+6> ma.k~ 1 t \ 

part of e minority cry for extreme measures 

'Wafl 9 f 0 Q~P-ilHil 

amphlet 

~ ~ 
may have helped to call 

A 

I]~ t"" CL ti 
0

f'lA.. • 
attention to the matter~ The 

~-r~ 
majority pi"Q~ab~y •sat up and took 

1 
~otice" when the advocat~ by m~ans of italics told them~ they 

might awake some morning and find their next door neighbor changed 

from ba.d to worse--f-rom the Spaniard to the French--and if they 

would. not take the ad.vantage offered in 
/J ~At:;..., l Vt~+ ~ct;-~ 
~telating the custom of 

n~tieM they would not be able to get their rights, ~Y e"bhar wa~, 

Brown was a •Jingo" of the Federa.liats but in spite of~%'"'+-

~ he intended to be ~ good and true patriot and he gave 

~ 
a deal of attentive thought to ~ adequate protection of the 

United States,not only at this time,but <lt others,notably in the 

~viMJ_ _,... 
mag:i.zines he ed.ited. ~the corruner .. t th.'=lt follows the quoted 

/\.. 

pa.rt,.:tl:!a.ti 'Nf:i:iea is without ~ae15tteF1 :B!'e"tt'i-tin wfi:iolt a~ emphasizes 

1 p. 53. 
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the actual weaknesses of our country's defens;/may ~" oited tn 

~reef &t n1a patr1ot1c all*ieiy.. 

Th.e bearing this pamphlet has on Brown's life is mostly in 

relation to his political beliefs and activities. To his work, 

however,it is or gPeater value and interest. 

It is perhaps the romantic spirit of an adve~turer that caused 

him to appreciate the subject and give his services to making it a 

subject or common talk a!Ml information,with a view to directing 

the course of aet1oR \iy 'tlle government. He certainly aimed high, 

although he justly failed in a partisan attempt. Had he not had 

an unusual faculty of differentiating romance from reality he wouid 

\y't~-fu: 
never have b-88~ fcnnd a11seufbl:iBg a political pamphlet, wh1sa i.as.., 

been somewhat of a puzzle SQ far ae tis gemd.Rei:i.9&i is ee:aee:rnel!. 

l-\.c 
PePAatis lt is & romance of Brown '2aRd uioaQ w~o ao t1es1l"e a~. 

~1RQ ~g;s 'e warr~Ri iftaeetet~~ ut tg ~& ti a~~eaPe ie ~e an 

example of the ~ material and realist~c side of his nature and 

work,and its value in collecting the ideas of the "Jingoes" of the 

day is enough to warrant its inclusion in any collection of his
torical material. Brown has always had a niche in history because 
of his picture of the yellow rever--it 
should be enlarged to accomadate this political pamphlet. 



we MM 'bean part a.elisaJ:l.at tortuuaie in ftmUng A. rather obscure 

w ao ~ .:tt«:... ~ 
English eulogium at Ui1& waPk et :e1uw11'"' Nathaniel Atcheson w:rata 

.. 
\,... 

and published in London 'lill.1808 a pamphlet entitled American Encroach
t\... 

y~1 
ments on British Rights which not only cited another of Brown's we~~s 

A.. 

te· ~e B:&i 1 ae"1 ~ 1t L- pPa,el' :plac,e but gave the following note to a 

mention of the Raeen• Louisiana purchase: 

•see a pamphlet which is highly deserving of serious 
attention,entitled "An Address •••• ,and the Memorial on the 
Cession of the Mississippi to that Nation." Edition, 
Philadelphia,1803. This work,which developes the views of 
the French Government,having been suppressed in America, 
is worthy of reprinting,and some persons here connected 
with the British interest on that continent have copies of 
it. Mentioning the aession or Louisiana to the French, the 
writer observes,--•As to England •••• 2perserverance.u Of the 
importance of the Mississippi the author says,"The pros
per1ty •••• 3r1ver.M Again •The master ••••• 4waves,M meaning 
the dtssentions between the citizens of the United States. 
This is an able tract,and evidently the production of a 
person conversant in the politics of Fra.nce. see •••. • 

~ After ~~ waP4 •conversantw there was an asterisk which gtvee a 

further note:a& ~llew~ 

•stnce said to be written by M.Talleyrand:--it is.reprinted 
in the New quarterly Review.• 

,,,,.-
M we. 4'1118 ai'5ea'l\y ae&R \his statement concerning the authorship 

by Talleyrand is important but it is probably ~ as erroneous as 

in the case or Brown•a British Treaty. The alleged reprtnt in the 

New Quarterly Review ts another error there being nothing in the 

l The B~ltish Tr:=!_a_:y o:' 1807 which he :::-:=i.ys Go~verne'..lr ".Io.eris wrote. 
2 P.59. Tt.e only 1tali·~s us2d is for "The acheme •.. A.ccount." The 

Frcmce in br3.c~ets is not tn the original. 
~ P.68. It should all be in italics. 4 P. 10. 



tirat twenty volumes which relates to the Louisiana purchase 

except a reterence Se 1~ in one or the unimportant reviews 

o-r a book or travel. so tar as we know the Quarterly Revtew 

never reprinted any pamphlets or tracts. 

But tbat note 1s not the only error. 1:& ;iue 99HYR8B'& en :Biom1•e 

pamphle~ The statement is ma.de th.~t it had been suppressed. As we 

shall see tnat is about as far trom the truth as 1t could be--for 

1t had the 

~Brown's 

d1st1nct~on ot~be4.~i Qlle 

wh1~h weat tat.Q a second 

of the tew 1~1t8rftees ef a wei;k 

edition. 

The criticism giveR er 1~11e4 1s,however,qu1te in balance tor the 

errors made and 12 at va 1 1JW1 as show~&g how well received Brown•a 

~Qo.......12.. 
works were in a tM&ign eomrt~ Tae sy,gges~ien tsse.~ rJ~ai 8ti:!' !'881'--

R8@l80!ec1 a,nthor wrote •a& Bala to \'56 ttte WUI:li Qf UUi '.l'J&.l'la fame~..__ 

....At OAailOll a 
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The Philadelphia Gazette for 18 February 1803 notices the forth-

coming second. ed. t t ion. In it 1'59 saall &Q.Q the old ghost of genuine-

ness haunt!~ the author,but the to~e of the article is one of 

defense of the aw..taeP'a silence in regard to the orig1na~f~ met:Re~. 

"Louisiana Pamphlet 
rt appears· that~.the-.rap1d sale of the first edition 
of this work,and the acknowledged. importance of its 
contents to the interests of America,bave induced. the 
publishers to begin a. larger impression,on a more 
convenient a.nd cheap scale. From this edition of the 
me:norial,I am assured that some passages,less applicable 
than othera, to the present crtsis, will be retranche<l, 
and the whole will be carefully revised, corrected, and. 
improved •. 

Many cavils and enquiries have been current respect
ing the genuineness of this memorial. The editor may, 
perhaps,be induced to seize thia opportunity of removing 
these doubts, but he ought to know that those who deny 
the intrinsic evidence of this proc1uction,will g1Ye ea.r 
to no other testimony;while those who admit this kind 
of evidence will demand no other. He ought to remember 
what he has been so often war:i.ed of :tnat to produce 
a nameless orig1Lal will avail him rwthtng,since the 
office of the writer is the point,and not whether such 
reasoning apJJ!!Lred first in English or French. 

I~ 1a observable,that those who have interest in 
weakening the effect of 111.ia pamphlet,ha.ve hitherto 
contente~ themselves with taking a few passages and 
shewing them in an insulated state;or with railing at 
the supposed writer, in vague and general terms. 'Tis 
a p1ty;for the course of truth,that such railers are 
not a little more co1:imunicative ;:uid impartial. If they 
are sincere in their doubts,they ·must believe that a 
fuller view of the contents of the pamphlet would 
only more clearly est~blish its spuriousness. This 



however,ts a proceeding which they know it would be 
best to omit. The reader would be apt to forget the 
enquiry into the person and nation of the writer,and to 
think only of the trut_ll and impor.tance of his statements. 
Instead. or gravely weighing the various evidence,for 
assigning the memorial to Cornot or Go'\rerneur Morris, 
they would be busy in co11stdering whether the pictures:: 
here drawn of the val~e ot the Mississippi territory:: 
of the caprice and imbecility of our councils a.hd ~t 
the dangers arising to us from the neighborhood of 
France,were genuine pictures:were counterparts of truth 
or not. · 

Everyone must see that this work professes not to 
:Qr_oph~S..Y· It contains only speculations on the future 
by iOne who is not an actor but adviser. For the truth 
of these speculations an appeal can only be made to 
the common sense ot the readers. If the ·events pre
dicted be improbable,and the predictor avows no other 
inspiration than that of experience,we reject them 
without regard to his reput:i.tion or office. It the 
cession of Louisiana to France is chimerical;if the 
French interests 1n that ;:.rovince will not be incom
patible with ours; tr th'2t'r former conduct prognosticates 
nothtn·g but a religious observance or treaties, the 
meekest amity and sublimest disinterestedness in theLr 
new station; if our internal divisions and jarring 
interests; the mutinous temper of our slaves and the 
restless ferocity of our savages,expose us to no danger 
from. so ~a·i f'lc,iinambitious,and amicable a race as 
the French,of what moment to us 1.s a different opinion: 
in others? Who cares whether the pro-c~~~~~ ~t Italy 
or the quondam treasurer of Alli.er1ca,or any Grubstreet 
politician in Paris,London or New York has a different 
notion or things? 

If ,on the contrary,we ad.opt opposite views, and 
beiieve in the cession;in the likelihood of cunning, 
in~rlgue,quarrels of encroachln.snts from the French 
in onr own vulne_i:,ab ili ties; we shall be entirely 
absorbed in the contemplation or the events depicted 
in this pa.mphlet,and leave to those who have more 
leisure and less zeal,for the public,to discuss who it 
is ths.t invi tea us to the contemplat ton. 

The cavillers therefore,ta.ke the wisest course 1n 
suppressing all those passages which, in their opinion, 
nrove the spuriousness or thia memorial. They know the 
de fer.ence which party-men pa.Y to their mere assertion, 
an':'l endeavor to divert all at tent ion from the arguments 
of the pamphlet, by ringing all possible changes on the 
dainty terms, f~rK~_r_v and romance.. Thia is th~J_i:. right 
way,and if I was a friend to any other cause than that 
of truth,! should earnestly persuade them to persist 
in it. VINDEX. " 

x 
Who "Vind.ex• was is not known. w ,,& lrnt 1n l11i art1gl.Q tsser& 

I< QfpeaJ: many at i'QQ earmarklil er Bl'&'&. l>r,fga:Qly it aiR:Q t:b.e a'2:1reP,tee 
xvlA..~!<IC v:.~ \.f~~ L~~, \f~.--::rr.cr. la'1 ~ a,.J4..~~, k~ ~<fl1n1., 



~ i~~ pe1nt et 1m~eFtanee,...l:LOw8vea.te '&at tae Writer peI!i~~s 

~~ . 

.. 1~ the tj.ePJagQ aB:a geRttineness of ts& :eee.y er t.:R& pa1n~nl:e"'"-

To have his pamphlet go into a second edition 1n a little over 

a month was ne~ a little flattering:~t }east if Brown could not 

c;:lrk~ 
ha11e the government d.o as he recommended he could find readers 

/\ 

x4er ~ peeew:rtaat1eft8 Mttt a proress1o~al atttl10r in B:toWft'a Q.ay-s 

~•Uau aeetts ~espec~a.ble s~ '1!118-'&&t~t ~1'8 H<1<1a<l. 

The Philadelphia Gazette contained this advertisement on Washi~g-

ton's birthday: 

"Louisiana Pamphlet. Second edition. This day is pub
lished,( Price 25 cents) An ADDRESS on the Cession of 
Louisiana to the French,and the late Breach of Treaty 
by the Spaniards, including the Tr~slation of the Mem
orial on the war of st.Domingo,and Cession or the 
Missias1ppi to France. Drawn up by a French Counselor 
of State. 

The favorable reception which the first edition of 
this pamphlet met with has induced the publishers to 
issue a second edition,revised,corrected and improved, 
and in a cheaper and more convenient 1 form." 

~ ~ 
The last paragraph recalls parts of the "Vind.ex" article j1:re-t ? 

&a1ul t.A:li a;r't iele • .!Etrie ~nternal 1EIY18:ef)j)~ 4:a atFeRg "bttt the a1 t iele 

l ·Ni:<t£Jij thSF.J ·.a'il.a ;a3r8 oa'-•7'~::1eat ·1·.~out thA aeeond editioa is not 
el.Gila.:. Both e.11 t ion3 are the same in s lze b·.it the se~ond is re-set 
in a s:n:l.ller type,har~1er to read. The first wa.s an excellent piece 
of printing while the sece_q~~is no more than tme ordinary. VR~Ql:Na~ 
~-Chis new edition was~'CCleaper but hardly more convenient. 

2 "JC1.R:ll:il1r''l!l ilw 'Neekl.y M~az1ne,m~laI:Ii 1 ,,.1Q9 ta evtae:Aul:t ne~ :Bl'etm.. 
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'"I'' of blilS Abdi. / 
The changes in thti.Jadition consist or the following,~~ 
in italics. The paging ttt•ea ts tl!at ef the first edition. 
Page4,1.15 t~e wePQ feudal waa substituted tor ancient in 

the ttrst edition. 
4,1.22 •••• skillfully tor cautiously ••••• 
5,1.23 naked tor turious. · 

17,1.l endeavoured for strove. 
20,1.27 no paragraph. 
21,1.7 The series of ages to come is infinite is omittdd. 
22,1.3 to page 29,1.25 is o~itted. 

r2/J.~ft"4.J.. .. ~ ........ .-b; ... ~ r11 ~ ( ( .$e~adverttsement ~-this second edition and 
. · b ~ noi:.e on page 16 ~o.zi~ e4ttio~ ) · 

( .... ~.) 

~913 

3
314,11 .166 prom~trrorr ~n~~ce. . -=~ ~' +;--~ t<M~ , • s op o p r on • ~ 
37, 1.11- them e&?l'ecttt 4rem 1 t. 

-- A-
37~1.8 those for these. 
41, 1 .-14 in p:irt is added. 
44,1.22 larger for large. . 
46,l.9 :!~~ .... extended for wheq •••• extend. 
lt6,1. 22 tower Miss1ss1pp1._ for Delta.(~'tt&.-...,). 
51,1.21+- a.nd to the English for n to them. 
5z:,1.5 would tor will. 
51,1.13 A w1se policy would teach for Far better would it 

b.e for. 
~~ 1..1 0 ~ote at the bottom of page 32 of second ed1 tton is 

.J new.~ 
66,1.4 en~'l!~~ ~dded. 
66,1.6 defe~ts! These defeats for defea.ts,which. 
66,1.10 but ch1!.lli ~o~ :mg_ finally. , 
66,1.16 and how have they been busy? a.ddeci; ab-Ii._ ~e.f. 
67,1.13 we~lth for riches. . -~ 
67,1.27 for want of M a.ssortraent~ adde<lja.~ -?j_J;, 
72,1.12 to 17A1n italics with note added (second ed1t1on,p.~3.) 
73,1.3 A rac~ for who are. 
77 ,1.11+ Do adde4} ~Uo-r 1~. 
77,1.16 do they omitted. 
77,1.16 brotherly for /jateru~l. 
84,1.1 lonii :ldded before separ:1tlon. 

c;;~~~l ~~:~ ~ ~~~ lre-1~ . 
~ .:1 Q~ 7-Y c-;_ ~ ~.ri (, i~ 11 .) 
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~e1:a:g of tmpot tanee only av 'Pd1sa.i1:\g t.l'ial l:!e eelt'b!'ibctte4 \e ilW 

11~ 
Besides the;(1dvert1sement ai•a~ay mentioned there 1s one inserted in 

a.. 
the second edition ~s/\.sort or ~ preface. It 1s new,11able to loss 

from moat copies becau3e it 1s an extr~ single leaf inserted and- is 

\fl al., 
of sufficient importance to •arl'aftt quotiag it•. It raA'11 i 

-
8 THE reception which the first edition or this work_ has 
met w1 th, has induced the publisher to isa'J.e a secon·d 
1opress1on,tn a cheaper and ·more convenient form. The 
editor has retrenched nothing new from the memorial, 
but the passages respecting New Holland, which were 
thought to be no wise applicable to the present situation 
of affairs. 

The measures which have lately oeen ta.ken by the govern
ment ,~r~ widely different from those which the editor, 
1n co:nmon with a large part of the community,v~ntured 
to recom."Ilend. These measures are,in every point of 
v1ew,of the utmost 1mporta.nce,an.d their true consequences, 
whether they be beneficial or not,deserve to be fully 
investigated a.n:1 disclosed. Reflections on th1s subject,1 
drawn up by ~::B ed.1 tor of this performance, will shortly 
appear,and it ts hoped that ttey will not prove alto
gether unwortr.y of ~ttention. 

The e11tor withholds h1s name on this occaaion,merely 
bec~use no name can give a just title to that audience 
which his ~rgu~ents m~y fall to outain. Conscious of 
no a1n1ster or factious vtews,he will cheerfully encoun
ter, tr necessary,~11 that the adverse zeal or ~la3h1ng 
1nterasta of others oay suggest against t.1m, 1nd assumes 
no merit with those who approve,a1nce he merely repeats 
wh.a.t is to be hear1 in all public places, '.l.nd urges 
con.sider~tions already familiar to the best part of his 
countrymen. Feb.18,180,3. 11 
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.-.ill. \he Philadelphia Gazette and Daily Advertiser for 3 March 180J 

Brown.•s second pamphlet on t'M Qe1s1on o.:t Louisia.na,W!W 

•Konroe•s »nbassy,Just published,by John Conrad & Co.,No.30, 
Chesnut-street- price 1 cents. lLonroe•s Embassy;Or,The 
Conduct or the ·aovernment, in relation to our claims to the 
navigation of the K1ss1ssipp1 considered--By the author 
or An Address to the Government of the untted states on 
the Cession of Lou1s1ana,&c. &c.• 

The dat~ or publication has not been positively determined;the evidence 

lets h1;t' 4't().t" ~ ~ 2~. 
/\.1nd1catJf the date of~ advertisemen)'\~~·•eei. On page 24 mention is 

~ade of the uAmbassador aot yet gone•. Monroe S31led March 8th.lwb1Q.h 

-eosferma w1th the proba"1Jlltt,y tlUt Ma:!c;h 3!::1. W1'! }ll'll99iibl:~f' the aat..e. On 

page 52 Brown says "five months have already p3.st since t.he provoca.tior ... 

~ 
has been given." The date of~ provocation was 16 Octob~r 1802 there-

.e.<Pzi..;, t- lb~ 
fore 16 March was the i:a1iei-t possnne d<> .. ~e f'or the composition('' Ute-

~~ .. ~~ tlL1~. . ~ ...... 

1 The price is not gi·rer1 1n th13 '-idvert1sement in the copies so?en 
b'.l t 1 t undouo tedly wa.a twen t.Y-f1 •re c"=nts. 
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1 

Though Brown may have found the pseudonym Popltcola 4R i~e aeee~~ 

1n Plutarch's Lives or even 1n Rivington's Gazette,he d1d not need to 

go so fa.r;ift ~ae""-he ma.y have seen the name used for similar politic~l 

purposes 1n two of the Junius letters' t1*Q&e dated 28 April ~nd 28 ?lay 

1767. ~ \Jha.t decided the selection of the unusual name ls not known. 

IR tl1:e- 'ili&tattoll t~ the London Monthly Magazine ..w' 28 JUl.y 1803 

\ia~ 
~l:r9a'1¥ qlie-t.e~ we ... :f+M~ ment1ocl~ lLonroe•s Embassy. 

"The same author soon afterwards and probably with sim
ilar 1ntent1ons,published •Monroe's Emb~ssy,or the Con
duct of the Government in relation to our claims to the 
Navigation of the M1ssia&1pp1 cons10£ed; by the Author IQ. 
of An Address to the Government of the United States,&c.•• 

l Uot BrCJwn' s alone. A Tory Popl1col'1 in Ri vi:::lgton 's G3.zet t~ of 1773 
h~j ·done h1a best to persu~de the colonists to ~llow the 11.nding of 
the t~-\ l.t Ngw York. see Van Tyne:Loy:-l.lists of the American Revolution, 
New York 1902,p.12. H1storic1.lly the no:i.me is 1nterA.st1ng. Popltcol~--
a. lo78r of :he people--w3.a ':l. d.ea-~end~nt of Va.ler1ua 'i.nd 'N13hed not 
only t0 sa.Ye his country from Coll~t1nus but to m3.ke 1t truly repub-
1 i eaz1. Hi .3 d3.Ughter Valeri~ is near enough to Valerian which in due 
courae we ahill fi!ld of eapoeia:l interest to~t.&er ... ls it ~oee11're 
~Qmli¢ fiJ;4.G.:tl9a B:i::eaelf rcRtief'ing :4 s1mil.4r ie~o the Uftit.ea ai'1iFJe? 

~~. 



the territory. re:F ';be fffl 1 ted St tlte:s. 
-· 

or course the writer &;f t~ie ari1elte had not read the pamphlet, 

for if he had he would not have used ~ •probably•. A• ha& 

* ~Qea eeetli11enroe•e lilmbafl.:!:f is not only •similar• in intention but 

c.~ . 
it is a resultant at ~he ptt'lslieaiieR or the otiiii'~am,h3:e~ 

~~;n. 
In structure,Yonroe•a Embass...v is sot s1pal ta the AaaPeee to 

- thA Qevel"flfR:eRt en ~~c Gessi..fili ef b&Yi818ifter. It is thrown together 

hastily with no particular plan,it lacks the dramatic effect of 
.· 

the better known pamphlet,and,though introduced properly and con-

~ 
eluded with effect, it is in need·of revis1on.A.om1ssion,aRa een-

~- Lacking construction it is not possible to outline 

its character. To give ant idea of its logic,at times faulty, it 

' would be neces3ary to give a resume or each paragraph. However, 

~le.~~+, 
there is one good point despite ~e laek ef coD 9 tPaet1ea, It is 

' not at a.n.y time tt~esome reading, in fact it is ~lighter in 

tone than iiMa lH~1i1i8iF eene1i~91i8'1 ,am,al~ the AddresJ1.• 



on page ten Brown speaks ot examining the matter with an 1m-

partial mind and lending a patient ear to the opposition. This 

is of course only talk,for his impartial mind only considered 

the arguments of the republicans as targets for Federal canister. 

On page thirteen he speaks of the Envoy as being to Spain. Thia 

is of course a partial error. Monroe was accredited to both 

France and Spain. 

A noteworthy fact is that on page twenty-nine when he comes to 

ridicule the idea of the embassy he avoids all personality. There 

was not a little in Monroe•s former experience as minister to 

France to afford an opportunity for spectacular cr1t1cisffi of 

1 
Jefferson's choice. WashingtoL could not condemn him too severely. 

At times the first person becomes objectionable and Brown•s 

statistics become panicky. Having already rehearsed the diffi-

culties in St.Domingo it seems as if he should have avoided the 

error of taking it for granted that Napoleon woulC. conquer,tut 

when one cor.1.siders the spectacular victories that followed ir.1. 

rap1d succession it is perhaps excusable. The sug€estion that 

Jefferson might lose his popularity is a good example of Brown's 

l SeA pp.174-6 Fcster:A Qentu~y of Affier19ar1 P-...1.J?Jomacy,Boston, 
1900. For eight mont:t1s Foster was secretary of State under Harrison. 
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lack af understanding of the arts of the pol1t1ctan. 

~ ~-
Though a.n excellent example .rof what ~ could do when :t.=eeu~sc. 

rto 
1ng t.1s 1m&g1na~1ve analytical mind -E"m ~ pra.ct1ca1 subject 1 t 

shows h1m,as he unques~1onably was/and would not otherwise be,J 

no politician and no statesman. His limited knowledge of law gave 

him little regard for diplomacy,aaa 9ompJ1cations of aft intei:-

we had supposed·~ he would remain neutral all his 11fe,but 

the part1eansh1p of the merchantile classes waa,after all,followed 

~ 
by him. Aa we h~ve aeen 1n the case of the other pamphlet B~&WR 

l 
be 11k·~ his f1.ther a ataunch F~dera.11st. He does not let s11p 

~ny opportunity to hit hard at Jefferson even to the point of 

trying to threaten him with personal responsibility but of course 

what a.p:peJ.reu to Brown and. to ma.ny others of his d.;1y ~a •cowardly 

d3l~ya 1.111 paclftc expedients•, aa weakness and v~c1llat1on ~ 

~-J"e fferao~~ were r'•'>ll.V the uest}.r~its ~M.i! cna::«Ater. Jor~sa-
r11li11g paas1on was peace. 

l El 1 J 1..'.1. Bro'.vn '3 copy-'coo k, .~o V''r ,~d wt': h old N-111-p 1p;:r> 3 :i9 ··;; ~/(.;) 
~1i1:'" :~:'l:t'l-. 6? ... Ji'l t:i~~ r-111!<.~at aort of ~1 Ft~d~r.iltat. 
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Clntz "1"'2. rl'OPLICOLAn' CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ~HILADELPHIA GAZETTE. 
A 

I, 9 ~ G1.J;;~a. 189- •• 

the same object as the Address and 1'eR•1e'1 Emb~ssy;namely,to influence 

w~- -r.--
tak1:~s ww like mPasures. iii: tkiem aaB: eenneetea wt1lh 'H•am;Ml'li 1s eur.. 

.ftc1ent eviaeftee to warraai tsl'J:e coneltteion th~t they !H'Q by BrollW.. Both 

are signed with the Monroe's Embassy pseudonym Poplicola. 

~ kt a-..J.""1 
They appeared in the P511a~el~s1a ~~sAtta torJ\the lat. and 8th. of 

~~£!1i/.fu ~2J;t~ ~~ 
October 1801J.. ':hia was the same p~per tha.t 11wi11 gane 1t.e 8IS~ee to~-

~~ed. ~ ~-t~B. 
ie~ .ir the second ed1 t ion of 1'r Own' a I h st Lotxt:! ta::mt pttr ehaee ~e.mp~•e.t.. 

~~u...~ ~ 
!1.!li t.o tl+Q itettee e.t the publication of ~ ?.~enroe '"!t Embassy. 

Brown apparently had. :m •open sesame" to 1 ts columns. Its former 

owners ha.ii been Andrew Brown 'lnd S3.Il1Uel Relf •. Andrew Brown was probably . . 
VJ \-Q.....-h~ 

tae a~ relative -e-t: ·Nhose widow was 11111;ea in the 1827 note-

t. 
book of Brown's brother Joseph. He gave up the paper 1n September 1801 

from whiC?h time 
~~ 

it was 6'fm-9~ by Relf. HeR~Y anrt w1111am ~aR& we~e iRi 

l 
.,..llli!im_The West Flori11"l ControveQY b.Y 

Gaxette 3 September. 
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The writer is clearly a coole~-off Feder~l1st with a changed 

attitude toward Jefferson such as we saw coming in Monroe's Embassy. 

Apparently Brown had been persuaded by the Senate debate and the 

amen~~ent to Ross• resolutions. However his real interest or motive 

is the s;uue,ev&a 001~01a1ng ;a i~e extent of applying mostly to 

<5~tt. 
shipping interests especially of west-Indian trade. -!fte. articles 

are obviously written by a citizen and not by atf politician. They 

are constructed along Brown•a special 11ne,1n the manner of a debate 

such as he had taken part in when a young man and a very active member 

~ 
of the society for the Atta1~ment or useful Knowledge. There 1s the same 

~ 
frequent use of 1t~l1cs. i~&Wfl:'s style 1s elea•-.V 1n them 1 e~pec1a11y 

~ 
~ diction. The most 



characteristic part is the closing paragraph or the first article 

which reads: 

11 Theae are the considerations to which every good citizen 
will give close attention. To give a satisfactory reply 
to these queries;wou11 be a public beneti t. It no body 
better qualified shall give us that satisfaction,an attempt 
will be made more amply to elucidate this interesting 
subject by Poplicola.u 

There we have Brown 'Pam1~g b1s ••rtte~ttxe in the same tashion-ae. 

we so often round lit• talB! in his works of fiction. 

The details of the horrors and suffering to· be expected by an 

expedition into the bogs and woods of Florida are similar to those 

eit~~ in the Address when the cond1t1ons of the French in st.Domingo 

were recited. The heading "Q,Ueries~a.s we iciave eeen ift ettr stttfly 

~·~ 
~~""-~tH5~el--:!1'i!!e~e~k~fl:Y'3-'!Jl~a!Sg~a~z~iM~ a;LaQ aRe'e:ftH' .Brown 11 ta.g. u ~'"''1.M'1.M•Nd:r...:t'6ree~ai:::1l:-1l:-c:M1!te-

both of 

Any one who ts at all inclined to doubt Brown•a autho~ef theae 

-a~~~el&a(should cW..ao compare the statement about the man who offers 

1 
to sell his right to his adversary tor six pence in Monroe's Embassy 

and that of the people who would pay twenty pounds tor a ten-pound 
1 P.48. 



l 
debt aa ·t'ound here. 

2120 c 

The fact that we here find Brown contributing to ·one of the news-

papers of the day ia not so tmporta.nt as that he was seriously study-

r.--
tng political matters and turning publicist. ~ ihey a~e ef ~eetttti~~:¥o 

inte:N-et is ~Ne 'bttt tistat the,y hft:4 mePe th!tn tna; tor a mot1 ve 11-

~'J~ ~ . 
~learly ;Q ~e aee~ t~em :Bi-ewftJ.a later edttorial activity in public 

affatrs notably in his American Register. 

t~ 
There ts one light in which we may view the thP8iti works whtch we 

1tia'k~ 
have here rel••e~ It is clear th3.t each atep tn .Brown's thought as 

/\. 

represented by the Address. Monroe•a Emo~ssy and the Popl1cola qµeries 

ts ~n advance 1n the direction of peace. If we were to imagine ~other 

step o; urb3l; we ;;iig'Qt &~;rle .\ eertee it woul·j undoubtedly be an a.rgu-

ment for peace-at-any-price. Where he first in the Address advised 

war and moderated it to half war-like measures in the Embassy,he 

finally in the Quert-es warned his countrymen o!' the ra.va.ges of war 

and !ld.viaed very moderate action •. Thus in the second. article he aa.vs: 

l Par~graph nine or the seconJ article. 
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•we have pausea,we have negociated,we have compromts
ed;when unable to obtain absolute and complete redresa, 
what have we done? we have given up our cl~i~s,or have 
postponed the discussion of them." 

By negoc1at1ng just clai~s he saw no need for the Untted States to 

1 
go to war with Spain. 

With their very slight attention to convincing argument these 

arttclas are merely pendants of the more tmport~nt political pamphlets 

of 1803 so ~ it 1s clear any lengthened consideration of their 

mer1. ts i.s lii'M •a unnecessary. Ah.~one who has not read. the lr&a1a1aii• 

not 
pu:r'&.fl:~M pamphlets should read these art 1 cl es. The same general cri ti,,... 

c1sm wh1~h we have applied to the~mere prete~siOJ.ls werka is equally 

appropriate here. 

So fir as we know there was no public i~fluence of these contr1-

buttons; o-f~Poe1Vn'~-ihe.v fall among the host of similar error.ts ma.de 

by 7ar1ous writers of the day. 

Related to our author's life a.nr:i work they a.re of interest and of 

hiatorical v~l~e to show the bent of his mind ~nd the power of his 

political persu~sion. 

1 Sp'iin ha .. 1 set the ex:a:nple. When there rr;.ight h'l.ve ceen troubl-= o•rer 
~:ie LQUis1a.n3r tr3.nsfer b.Y Prince to us Yrugo the Sp'i.nish amb.-iss·-i·1or 
for.n'llly objected but his government through our a..1101r3Sa.d.or g:lve 
assur~nce there would be no actu~l objection. 
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Inssm~e~A.a the newspaper in which the articles originally appeared 

\v(. 

is not widel.V accessible ii i&88 'eeeft ~i'iottghi w11e 'to reprint them 

here.so that any tuture student ot the subject may have access to all 

the material necessary tor any decision even of tour ascription ot 

them to Brown. 

For this Gazette. 

Q,UERIES. 

Relative to a War with Spain. 

AS there seems to be ~probability of ~national difference with 

Spain,~very good citizen must ~eem it incumtent on him to consider 

the matter n~a.turely, 'in1 to weigh all consequences well before he 

gives his voice on one side or the other. As the ti.:ne ta hastening 

when the na.tion:ll legislature will open its s1tt1ngs,a.nd some measures 



will be propoaed by our go:vernment ror the sanction or the repre-

sentat tve boly:this is the moment of deliberation.and enquiry. It 

1s impossible that a war with Spa1n,whoae possessions lie so closely 

round about us:whoae interests are so 1nt1mately blended with those 

of a still more formidable nation,France,should be productive or 

slight or inconsiderate consequences. War with any state,however insig

nifica.nt,should make the governors of every nation p~use,but,tn 

the present state or Ei~ropean pol1cy,there is no fore-telling where 

the tide of host111ties,when once set in mot1on,w111 end. our 

cor~nerce,our geniu~ and our 1nstttut1ons constitute us,1n the 

strictest sense,a member or that body whoae main trunk is spread 

over Europe,but whose princip11 branches are extended over all the 

borders of this western Worl~. war is a whirlpool,which gathers all 

those nations round. its centre. Hith~to we have with great diffi-

culty,an:i with marvelous good fortune,kept ourselves from being 

involved in 1 ts current. surely there sho·1ld be most cogent reasons 

to induce us wanton~ly to trust Qurselves within its reach,and to 

part -.11Jith th~t sweet tranq_uillity,those inestimable benefits which 

we have hitherto, for so long a period enjoyed. 

With deep impressions of the infintle moment or the question should 

. 
/ 



every man sit down and examine it. Before he inquires into the decis

ions or abstract justice, before he considers whether we have been' 

treate~ by the Spanish government in a manner consonan.) to rigid 

eQuity or not,he will weigh well the consequences which war will 

bring along with it. He will ask with anxiety and eagerness,what is 

to be ga1ned,and what is to be lost by such a war? 

Sp11n itselt,1s to us,a tranamar1ne nation,but is (its) colonies 

a.na detached territories are contiguous to our own. He will first 

confine hia view to Transatlantic Spain. With that our only inter-

course,at present, is or a commercial nature. We should ,therefore,. 

consider how our trade will be affected by a war. What do we now 

receive from tne European ~om1n1ons of Spain! What effect have these 

recepit3 in furnishing employment to all those artisans who are 

connected with the building and fitting or shipping?. What effect 

have they on tne fortunes of our merchants, and thro • them, upon the 

general weal:th or the community? Wha.t effect upon the public revenue? 

What is the nature and value of the commodities,of either foreign 

or domestic production,which we export to Spain,and what is the various 

and complex effect on the condition of 1ndividuals,wh1ch this 

trade already produces? Is there not present scarcity or corn in 



spa1n? Shall we not,.in case or-the continuation or peace have,1n 

our own hands, the supplying or their wants,and will not this be a 

source or immense advantage to us,in every form in which trade can 

benefit a. nation? Is not flour our staple article of commerce? That 

. 
art~tle which we have the means of manufacturing to an almost 

unlimited extent,and the production of which l'la.s a more powerful 

effect than any other on our real wealth,happiness,and population. 

ai. 
could there be any period at whichAwar with Spain would prove more 

deeply injurious to our true interests as a nation of farmers and 

millers than the present? 

we shoul'1 then cons 1der, whether Spain be not capable of inflict-

tng dtrect,and positive 1njur1es,by annoying our trade with their 

ships of war a.nd their privateers.--contemptible as we regard them,as 

a naval and military nation,let us not forget, that stations and 

opportunities may compensate,in a large degree, the want of fleets 

and armies. Let us consider that we are a nation of husbandmen and 

trat1ers;•)Ur traders setting the plow to work,and a.re enable:t in their 

turn to sell and barter by the plow--that the west Indies are the 

grand em-;:iortoum where a v-a.st proportion of our commocu ties are 

excbanged. There is our market,whither the products of our lands 



and husbandry are carried,and ~om whence all that can make our home 

comfortable, ts brought back. In the great highway to this market are 

the Spaniards posted,1n the impregnable fortress or Ha.Vanna. Within 

sight or the very towers or this fortress are our ships in their 

voyage out and home obliged to pass. From thence may the watchful 

enemy descry them,and rushing out,in pinnaces and barges,make them 

an easy prey. 

Even in our 1mmec11ate neighborhood the Spaniar:ls occupy st71t1ons 

from which they may effectively annoy us. Thetr posts in east and 

west Flor1da,are situated as if on purpose to molest and intercept 

our intercourse with'lle Tropical Islands,and with our new Empire 

on the Mississippi. 

What a poor and deceitful consolation 1s it that these ravages 

ma..v be, in some a egree ,prevented or diminished by arming our merchant: 

ships and beating off the petty enemy,whom only to be armless,makes 

formidable. This may be lessen:ng indeed,but it is not annihilating 

the evil:for to what a.mount will the additional expenses or naval 

e.{uipments arise? Wha.t will be the cost of the needed ar::ns ,ammuni

tion a.nd men? On whose expenses will this cost ultimately fall? 

Will 1t not ra11,1n the enhanced price or all West-Indian commod1t~ 



ies.on the farmer and necha.n1c.and in the consequent rise ot all 

prov is ions, on the whole community. 

A still poorer consolation is it that we may retaliate on Spanish 

subjects,ror admitting tha.t we can molest and pillage their trade 

and their property,th1s considered as mere retal1ation,w111; atf'ord 

us but the wretched and infernal satisfaction of' revenge,but it 

does not r111 the empty purse;or build up the ruined fortune,or 

abate the e:xhorbitant price of the necessaries of life. 

some may indeed question this conclusion,and observe tbat our 

privateers may pillage the Spaniards in the West-Indies and 

European seas, and thus we may reimburse ourselves for all our losses,, 

incurred by the suspens1on,or pillage of our own tra.de. 

Let it be inquired what the nature of the Spanish trade is,whether 

that between the parent country and the colonies may not be con-

centred or suspended,or protected in such a manner as,for the most 

part,to baffle all our force and all our strategema. 

B11t what genuine citizen would not abhor,what enlightened states

man would not depreca.te,the rtchea that are gotten by the plundering 

called privateering. The wealth or a nation is lessened by the 

influx of money,tf prodigality and vice keep pice with it,and how 



notorious is it,th~t wealth gotten by privateersmen begs profligacy, 

presumption,and waste,and leaves all those concerned in it much 

deeper than ever in wretchedness and poverty. 

:BUt perhaps it may be said that the Spanish posts may be seized.--

This cannot be done without soldiers and ships of war,and can it 

be done,even by their assiatance.--Let us sit down and count the 

cost. r do not mean the mere money,which it is the fashion with 

exasperated patriots to despise when it comes in competition with 

what they call national honor,but the cost in lives. Let us also 

consider the incidents of a campaign in the woods and bogs of 

Flor1da,and especially the pro~~bility of success against maritime 

rortresses,well defended by ramparts and men,and still better by 

the horrors of the climate,and a trackles3 wilderness. As to the 

grand post trom which the enemy can harm us most,tt is absolutely 

inacceaa1ble to our attempts. The most formidable navai and military 

power in the world,Great Britain,expenaed thousands of lives and 

millions of money,half a century ago,in gaining momentary possession 

But suppose the conquest of the Floridaa effected,it must either 

be restored at the conclusion or host111ties,1n which case all the 



lives and all the money previously expended in obtaining a.nd preserving 

it.will be thrown away,or it will become a permane~t possession,that 

is,we shall enlarge an empire already or unwteldy magnitude;we shall 

multiply the seeds of foreign war,and intestine animosity;we shall 

put to new hazard the integrity,unity,and peace or the American 

empire. 

These are the considerations to which every good citizen will give 

close attention. To give a satisfactory reply to these quertes.~would 

be ~ public benefit, If no body better qualified shall give us that 

satisfaction ,an·. attempt Will b.e made more amply to eluciadate 

this interesting subject by 

POPLICOLA. 

------
on a wa.r with Spain. 

(No. II) 

WHEN an injury is rece1ved,or thought to be received from one 

nation by another,tbe orjinary method or proceeding ia to go to 

war. I must confess it is not very common for the injured nation, 

on such occaaions,to deliberate and weigh the impending consequences:: 

to cons11er whether by war the injury already received will be 



lessened or only 1ncrea1ed;be repaired or only aggravated. Iniulries 

are generally construed into insu~~,and the honor is supposed to 

be violated in proportion as property is injured,and there are certain 

bold and noble spirits who think an insult the greatest of all 

national,as well as individual offences;and honor,1 possession that 

ought to be kept 1nviolate,by the nation as well as the private 

citizen,with the sacrifice,tf necessary,of goods and cha.ttels,and 

even of life itself. 

Should any one hint to such men the propriety or looking before 

they leap: Should the mere enquiry be proposed whether more evil 

than good will not ens11e from taking up arms ,and a. doubt insinuated 

with all possible diffidence,whether we ought to fight,if it should 

really appear that war will only augment the evil already suffered, 

how will the generous blood of such men boil;what a noble indignation, 

will be awakened in their bosoms:how will the fine sounds or 

natio~~l honor,national d1gn1~,nat1onal character,flow from their 

ihspired lips. What terrific names will they fix upon the cautious 

counsellor. How will they ra.11 at him as a foreigner in spirit if 

not in blood;as a mean tr1ckler to the enemy,the hired advocate of 

.meanness and subm18sion. 



Anger has no ears,and it is therefore needless to remind such 

perturbed spirits that the subject urged upon them is the safety 

and welfare or their native country:that the interests or Spain,to 

come to the present point,are not commended to their pity or their 

tenaerness,nor the conduct or Spain,either formerly 1n detaining our 

ships in America or allowing others to inaltreat us in Europe,been 

vindicated. That subject has been expressly waived. Allowtng··_the 

injury to be atrocious in the first case,and allowing the refUsal 

of redress to be 1n the second place unjustifiable, it has merely 

been ma.de a subject or enquiry whether the interest (not or Spain, 

but) or America will be promoted by hostile measures. The enraged 

patriot ha~ been entreated to check the torrent of his vengeance, 

not for the sake or his enem.v,but for his own sake. -
The truth ts,these angry champions are actuated by resentment tor 

their own wrongs. It their personal honor has been wounded,or their 

commercial schemes been rrustra.ted,and their immediate property 

been pillaged, they call upon their country to go to war. As to 

themselves, they hazar~ nothing. Their own safety, in particular, is 

not endangered. They can afford therefore to bluster about vengeance, 

national honor,tnsulted dignity and all that. 



But these men are made not only d.ea.r by their passions, but they 

are blinded by them. They see not that tho' threats and demand.s may 

possibly yet succeed 1n extorting compensation tor 1tle1r own losses, 

yet war,wnatever benefits the nation may receive from 1t,can in no 

way,restore to them the money they have lost or atone for the 

affronts that they have received. 

Neither do they recollect that not all the classes of their fellow 

ctttzens,nor all the members even of the merchantile classes have 

suffered by Spanish injustice,that to others thererore,1t will be 

necessary to suggest some other motive than vengeance for insult. 

The resentment which they represent as general,is confined to very 

narrow 11m1ts,and is,we hope,very far from rendering the bulk or 

the community blind to the obvious d.ict~tes of duty and. discretion. 

Whatever may be said of other nat1ons,we have not hitherto acted 

in reia.tion to foreign states, totally without consideration or fore-

sight--we have not surr~red ourselves to be whirled away to the field 

of battle by the first whisperings of injury,the first gust of 

resentment. we nave paused,we have negociated,we have compromised:: 

when unable.to obtain absolute and complete redress,what have we 

done? we have given up our claims,or have postponed the discussion 



o'f them. 

There are certain ardent spirits who ha.ve poured the whole flood 

of their resentment on such tame,truckling maxims. They hesitate 

not in the career ot their heroic indignation, to disturb hallowed 

ashes,and revile the memory or Washington himself ,because he was 

always the friend. ot a pacific policy. But all this noisy rhetoric 

will hardly change the steady tenor of public opinion. People will 

still be inclined before they go to law, to enquire not only into 

the justice or their cla.im,but tae possibility of their establish-

ing it. They will generally be loath to pay twenty pounds of costs, 

to obtain a debt of ten pounds,after argument and persuasion have 

failed, they will not resort to violence, till they have enquired 

whether violence will get,what could not be obtaine~ by argument. 

There are,no doubt,individuals whose passions may incline them 

Go-

to a.ttck a stone wall with their fists,on whose top the ob,ject of 
"-

their enmity or vengeance is posted,and though the enemy exults in 

that 1re which only injures and destroys itself ,and the surrounding 

spectators bestow nothing but pity and contempt on his conduct,yet 

the madman atands acquitted in his own eyes,and receives comfort 

in the midst or his bruises,trom the recollection that he has obeyed 



the dicta.tes or a Just reaentment,an<1 has sought a. noble revenge. 

This folly and infatuation has sometimes been exemplified in the 

conduct or nat1ons,but~to the honor of America,tt will al~ays be 

remembered,that her conduct has been widely different. 

The warlike spirits may continue to revile the Old President tor 

meanly submitting to pillage and insult,and tor wanting spirit in 

the midst of two warring nations,to side with either:but happy is 

he who can quote the example or the illustrious Washington inravour 

of the measures he commends,and surely most unlucky are those 

disputants who brand as infCl.Dlous,cowardly,or traitorous, the counsel 

or the motives by which Washington regulated his conduct. 

POPLICOLA. 


