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CARSOL AND THE CARRILS AND ORMES, £fc,

1805

At

About this time Brown turned his attenticn to the fragments whi-eh

a9
-ae—g-ratter-of-Convenionde may ve ldentified byp—the—titlee—of Carsol

and the Carrils and Ormeslﬁ'l'elvts ent1tled\By Paul Anen) sketches of

carscl which in Dunlap's hands hecame( Sketches of A History of CarsolX..

AZ Wap
c{ﬁnotherhis unnamed by Allen but by Dunlap ts entitled Sketches of A

History of the Carrils and Ormes. In gi*ime—shem these titles Dunlap

carelessly called them "History"™ although he knew very well they were

vy . B U

nothing of the sort. (A thtsd, feurth—and—L£ifth rra ments"ﬁre) 2 :
g A £ Sar I"P'S?e%

iy entitled\by Brown/ Specimen of Agricultural Improvement, Specimen

of

glitical Improvement and Romance of Real Life'%ﬂﬁrmmne~vr—rgss

L e ——4
]

——

7 7-Y°2 -
The only irstamee,of the word "sketch™ as a part of a title veing

— *””/) wWap /+ﬁ2/ a

wesd Ly Brown) $8-i0--00Rneoition with/i\work of distinctively dirferent
A A

character, the memoir of Linn in Valeriin; so #&A<l the titles origlnated

Ql'kaej

by Allen and decorated by Dunlap though pesiaps serviceatle arixpot

L,Ezgyg;§4£1f all JEEEeIEQZQﬁEZE;»naa e%er been completed and made into

a&&anuﬂﬂg &u464ﬂﬁumﬂéL _
a whole,which we-beiewe they were interded to bve,Brown mi=Rki have given
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Ha '+k27 Cian
them some title as far removed from Carsgl the-laryils—and-Orued AS

anything could be‘bu-t—ha%n-g——t—hem)és they are,thejﬁ-t-ies are merely

handles that lack charm.

When they were written 1s uncertain. From Smith's diary it appears

Wre
ad—f they may—have—been parts of Brown's Jjournal of(as early|a date

as 1796 and 1797. Saith—sayes

14 December 1796. "A visit from Ch.B.Brown who read

me 3everal passages from his journal. I wish he would
turn his Aloas and Astoias,nis Bathiscoes and Carlo-
vingas to some account. He starts an idea;pursues 1t,a
little way,new ones spring up;he runs a short distance
after each;rneantire the original one is likely to
escape entirely."

N M
™ comrment ¥§ supplemented by aredher—dtary record o 10 February

1797, whd - .

"Ch.B.Brown, ir the afternoon,and evening till near 10.
He reads us, from his journil,cf Carlovianga &c."

e
Arter that nothing #a*%har 15 heard, of tHese-—Carlevrhrorworisg—<eb.

oA
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M I{ ~ ’&EE
JRen e Wwme—tUTCeRIENT tne probable date of composition of-

o bl Ll Ly

In enunmerating the ameukt—ed funds in the government of Carsol

tney are a4vea—ad *up to 1805* which would surely date the com-

, 2
position as 1805. The experiences of Coulthurst are brought down

A

- n
s December 180L4 which s@edm would date the writing # at
'ﬁikflki ngJo%:@-QE:h

least 1805. From Dunlap's introductory commentsAye are lead to

K

believe tde=t they were written after the novels,which 13 provokingly

deel /ﬁ.tw
indefinit2 and shows he w8 not Stmdddappiwrtes when they were

written;however,it mikes the date at least as lite as 1802)but

(hgng condl
the amad ¢ unfinished at Brown's death the date may bve

_ .
later. Wwwn-we—eenstier—tae—trrteraai—evideonce the three other

reuly-—feunwd fraiguents ef~the—3ame~worik,which

Dt 1 Vei.I,p.171. Tre elghty-rive years "since 1725" (total 1810) is
_ paotaeTy an errcor for eighty.
At R Vol.I,p.322. 5Vol.1y,p.261.
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appeared in the Literary Magazine in the numbers for February,

Cerr o(;rncﬂ’?
March and November 1805 seem to Pe—suilieient—te imdicate thad,
or—the—wnole the—date—of the latest compositior; was 4k that year.
Though given as separate unpubliished manuscript fragments with
sgparate names bestowed by Allen and Dunlép Carsol and the Carrils:

L
and Ormes are parts of the—same work. They are linked together by

Arthur,the Carrils,St.Rhoda and her fraternity,Malta and the

B | Rnoed
uartelsimwwwwmm
; ,

SheWoxks-as-given—byAriemrandtPuntep. Allen gives Carsol from

2
pages 170 to 222 up—40 the paragraph beginning "A mountain in the

NS}
neighbornood of Timur." Dunlap adds to this se—as—t0 car;%’ the

fragment ¥ to the top of page 258. One gives 5% pages,the other
Guen. Qlstince
The amount of the Carrils and Ormes 1s a-l-so not the sare.

S (J) CM)

Allen added pages 243 to 262Aa8 an opening,

but when Dunlap took it up he began at 262 and did not stop at

the bottom of page 358 but went on to 396. Thus Allen gives us

@

\ . 4
hé pages and Dunlap iéfg The wonder 1s that they could decide on

2 In wede—maidter—es raglination we shculd note ##8s% it 18 the same
~in Allen's one volume and Vol.I of Dunlap. N two7o-liRe-Se,
1 C1arle=s Martel tnougn a1 pupll of the famou3 Alculn was not an

influsnce on Brown's Alcuin.
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Qundest™
any stopping place for there is noAplan to the work and no con-

clusionaﬂ-r all we Xnow there may have been any amount of

manuscript 1eft unpublished by either or both of them. &f—ihe

.MQI(‘H&\. oL
éwoxka.-len did the vetter by our author. Dunlap with all his
L4 g

finical nicety avout the mews title Ry a.dd{ Apa.ges——
HW 1"“’* /'a/~ am/lm Wde .
he might better have lert it alone or have given (e —Wholemliotde

. A -
m‘l/ith no indebtedness to elther,we are ai=skoass certain
of three other additions which might hive been added at certain Ja‘yafti'

points m
1

In the numbers for February and March 1825, in Tour insataiments
1@ Lic2rary Magaz;qq,%—feﬁ&gae—ﬁm%

WAM_WW A Specimen of Agriculiural

-
of *

14

Improvemnent and afierwards Specimen of Politiecal Improvement.

Tne&tlo;m_i.n.si.ajmn%s ar2 hesaded a3 “For the Literary Magazine"
and sigaificantly the first one is “Extricted from the Corresapon-
dence of 3 traveller in Scotland,” which is W-B—PS&%—'—S

device for verisimilitude. That traveller in Scotland was an

1 Vol.I1I,v0.26,120,201,214. Twn instilmant3 in eicn nwanar.
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indistinguishable twin brother of the Proteus who was Seen once
at the Pays de Vaud and another time at the Cocoa Tree Inn;he was
the same fellow who slunk 1into the willds of the Ohlo or slid

ovar the whole of Burope without taking his feet off the floor

of his 3tudy/5ua1_aa_11;La_ha4—beea—4aagued_ﬂdidhaw*aeea&&¥—4mp
]

researc

- ! = W .
—
Fhe—Hrsthastrinente-tke-Qns—oR p&gricul tural dmprovement,is not
————— T ————————————————

hacts

a3 tiresome reading as tke fragueats of Carsol and the Carrils and

Ormes for the reason that the author zgives the more interesting
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details at greater length. The idea orf improvement,however,is
not in any way Utoplan. ' —
‘;.9/)'&, ¢ —\"w\.tcL v — - @#{1’
The second\Fhe first(of tne’golitical,merovement\series or
A -

three \Watalments 18 announced in a heading as ¥edng a continuation

n_;w WQWQ QﬂM‘
of the It has an interesting

account of a steward Donald who corresponds to the steward Mills

1
-8 in the early part of Carsol,and inkokar as its ideas are con-

cerned might be an account of any part orf England,despite its
being from a traveller in Scotland,and has anly slight possibil-
ut
ities of veing intended as Utoplan. Much of the rest of thie
instadmentd 18 indifferent and would be almost worthless irf it

were not for the extended account of the liguor business.

The third instalment has much of the same sewt—of religious

material as the unpudbiished-manueeripl fragments given by Allen
" i AWza

and Dunlap. It isAéhorte than the etkete and hardly deserves to

be given the same heading,being concerned with hkisteny-ses what

purports to be history,and not with any extensive improvement.
The fourth,and last,is the best and has a very interesting

2
account of the method of supplying the castle with running water

1 As only given 1in the one volume triography by Allen.
2 Literary Magazire,Vol.III,p.216-1¢&.



1683

. 1
and the following brief description of the decay of the prison

of the castle,which 1s too characteristically Brownish to bve

passed without quotation.

~

il g ey B A e < =,
wror-m fears previous to sir |
}%—J’gﬁgﬁﬁm;gﬁldomes&ﬁ i

was made of it. Thé glass ing™the
* windows was gpne. _Fhe wogdin -
doots had vanished. f%Wdugh these |
apertures the wind antl, rain found
an unocbstructed passage. Particles
. of dust, wafted by the gales from
- afar, lodged and insensibly accumu- !
-lated in ledges and angles. Some of .
““the subterranean apartments were .
pools of water. Minute and va- !
grant seeds of creeping plants igsen- |
sibly made good their footing in the
chinks and corners. Owls, and rep-
_tiles, and foxes, found a safe har- !
bour in the darksome passages.— '
Superstition lent its aid still more
to estrange the steps of flan. Tra- :
dition supplied a thousandl incidents '
wherewith to build up’the story of
an apparition, and nofady would
trust themselves within thé door, for
any reward. '* ’

Therein we find not a3 few Aints to recall to us Brown's intarest
in th= supezrnaturil,which he retalned in cases 1lxe the abvove for

all of nhils lire,



/K;: L,véwMQ«$ {(145\{

The customary comment on theaeﬂfragmentgk?s dishonest and un-
scnclarly‘and_1i_13_Ln_ha_:egxexxed-xha%—&%—ts—dertve&—frem—wo&b
ntenttonmred—but—4indedent-Dunlap. Allen cannot bve blamed for he
merely gave them as fragments with no definite comment and only
the genkral statement that they were examples of the author's
varied mind,which they certalnly are.

1
Dunlap's first mention is

I shall next prcsent the teader with a fragment’,y ’
: ¢ Sketches of a Hxstory of Carsol.”™ ‘I would not k:
g;:sented these Sketches until later in the work, but thqt I ‘ d.
hem already selected and printed for- this part of th
' volume, because they were undoubtedly written by M § wE,
at a period subsequent to that of which I am now':tregtmg,
and after he had become an author by profession.
Of the intention of the author in these Sketches I haqe'x‘xg
definite idea. They were intended doubtless as paﬁ-t "of
great work. The agthor’s love for Utopian systems apchrg.
in them, though he glves his work very much the alr of real
hlstory.

s b

That sounds well enough and conforms to the facts and if he had

only left it to stand for his opinion of ths§::1=ts he would have

done as much as could be expected, ofiii

But such conduct was not Dunlap's. He—probahly thought—heShoutd-

swel a3 brief—exhivitiemeofhis—imewledge—of—then, so fﬁ we soon

s
hear of them again thus:

1 Vol.I,p.169.
2 Vol.I'p'258.




tory of Carsol,” will apply to the next selectlon ma&%d prmt- <
ed for this volume, which: Ishall ¢all « Sketches oﬂthe Hxswry ‘of |
the Camls and Ormes.” hd 5

e e A B LS e ———

So far all is safe but behold! He goes on:

tectural stady. - How, or when first he imbibed his ardmtlon
for architecture I never knew. = He would sit fora whole day
with hls compasses and pencﬂ absorbed in planmng a mansion,: a
castle or a cathedral ; or in examining the propomons of some
celebrated building of remote ages.

The “ Sketches of a History of Carsol,” and the ¢ Sketshcs
of the History of the Carrils and Ormes” must be considered-as |
parts of plans of extensive works of imagination in which histo-

" rical facts are mingled and the air of history imitated. ~Parts: of
these plans.are necessarily more finished than others, and theau-
thor doulléss intended to have seen his plans complete before
he began’ th task of filling up all the parts and putting the last
hand to his work. It will be seen that an Utopian system of
manners and government was te complete the whole,

-

1

This 1s closely followed by

WBefore writing the *Sketches of a Hxstory of Carsol,’ and .
¢ Sketches of a History of the Carrils and Ormes,” Mr. Brown
had seen the inconveniences and mischief arising from his first -
mode, and I doubt not but he would have given in ‘these |
works,. if he-had lived to finish and fill up his plans, volumes |
which..would-have delighted, instructed and sausﬁed the .
reader. .

Wnat this ridiculous niish-mash amounts to we shall see presently.

Wrere in these works any reader can frind any love for architect—

ure or ideal geography or Utopian commonwealths is not understood:

by the present writer.

The architectural side 1s most. subordinate. In descrivirg the

1 Vol.I,p.261.
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churches nd other dbuildings it was necessary to give many detalls

WCM
but from them sne—ts—haddiy—wWartranled—in say}## the work shows

Brown's love of arcnitecture;in fact they show no particular
knowledge or interest in architecture at 3ll..

We have likewise been unable to find any evidence of any ideal:
geography[&a—éae:’fﬂougn they are readiy fiction of Brown's they
ire as—a~w8ed2 t00 closely related to definite and not pérticularly
interesting regions of very earthly existing localitieé. IT vy
any po3sivility they were reil history there would be no need for
further comment. Dunlap we have seen was quite positive in his
opinion that they are works of imagination WItanEI?7El§ESEXJ’
inltated.

Thanks to Dunlap it has become customary to f&e&%eﬁ-ﬁﬁgwn—te
$he—osntert—ot sa.yH'xF t7as these fragments also deal with his
Utopian schemes for a commonwealth. Hmmaﬂn\H&at mignht appear,tc
the man wvao run3 and does not read at all,as a hint of the ideal
1 »eadax for the most part nothing but ordinary description of

antijquarian material. FFeGeRddan-pilionar-—trTt UUTMETt—Sounds—roiiL,

KT T8RO~ 0S. .
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Later,when Dunlap decidad to add to Allen's extract he continued

1
by introducing the addition with this aotice:

Here again we have that erromeaus:zimpression that the work was
intended a3 an Utopian study. Perhaps Dunlap knew something about

Brown's ideas of a Utopla that has not been gilven to the world,
but we very much doudbt 1t. Amyiling.thstl we are suae—Swmmrizp—imd
anf—+323 0T, Na3 been glysa—teo—many—timssrand—tusmaiiy—witiras—hosd

1 Vol.I,D.359.
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Any ideal geography or Utopia,Brown,at this time of his 1life,

was quite guiltless of. FRueItit—was—iehadtimd—a—timewien—he

Save for a po3sidble short passage in Carsol and a few vrief

passages of the Literary Magazine pubddehed fragments there is
nothing that suggests any studied ideal improvement of any
commonw2alth or any i3land or any r=alm under the heavens. The
whole work confines 1tself tc ecclesiastical history, family history,

individual history,description of estates,2lections of Popes,

sanctification of individuals,the bullding of castles and abbeys

1 Vol.I,p.195.
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that one of the characters lived in disguise,fhe brqtner of Mary
persecuted her as Jane Talbot was and he 1lived an immoral life
like Ormond,the three brothers who were obstacles to the enjoy-
ment of a great inheritance by Mary were drowned crossing the
river and the whole situation works out as happily as a fairy
story.

The final paragraph speaks of this fragment thus:

*Such are the outlines of part of the history....as
given in a late publication.”

Whether this is a mere literary device or truth we do not know
and leave to professional antiquarians to settle. So far as we
are concerred it matters little irf it 1is a venture'iﬁ;the realm of
historical fiction,the fact remains that the work 15 surely mostly
of Brown's composition.

Just what was the source or sources of any historical fact of
these fragments 1s undecided. That he used Bede‘g h;storical
works on the church and religion of England 1s admitted in several

1

places and one of the newly found fragments of the same work is
indicated as belng “extracted from the correspondence of a traveller

in Scotland” may be true dbut that he was not composing some part

1 Vol.J,pp.269,271 and 273.
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and cathedrals,wars and intrigues and amours,all very very much
of the earth,witinh no ideal save the possible one of prohivition.

offhe matter is Dunlap and otrers have never re

rragménts; if they had they would have ed at the false

statements that they y pahmed off on the indolent reader.

It would at we have adver noticed Dunlap ad nauseam

we are compelled by the facts to go even fur

1
In volume four of the Literary Magazine we have found another

fragment which has,like the "improvement” fragments,a connection

with these same works. It is given the title of The Romance of
never

Real Life,which perhaps would,suggest to one who hurridly glances

over the pages of RBrown's meh=hoglssted periodical that it had

any connection with any other of his acknowledged works. Its

appearance stamps it as a short story or tale. It is signed W,

and in our study of the Literary Magazine we shall ascribve it to

Brown.

Lo
wheniwe—eema_xn_ag&nallx.xead.&;—we—:&ndji}s connection indicated
by the eccesiastical history opening and the beautiful Mary Tenbrook.

By the Earl Vincent she became the mother of Arthur Earl of Orme

5 -
as given by Allen, The story is particularly of Brown interest in

1 P.292 ff. 2 Pp.243 and 356.
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W
would seem—t0 be indicated by the unexpiatzed quotation marks,

\u\mt‘c\\_
$heudh Allen and Dunlap a . use4éi52§&h33:
Han boolo with A2 é;aee(\’km Qmﬁth}e 50 va.%’v WWQM :

—~un~-L2901le—offoris, In the case of tne&;nﬂm which appeared in

wdrcdhog

the Literary Magazine the absence of quotation marks is highly

W
Suspieiousani—++F tne3won&—4a~not Brown's ownr%hetr—umT38T0n~is

uamaxzan;o&.-Oa.&hﬂ_nmhen_hand:fi 13 to ve doubted if Brown usead

1
all those books 1listed by rricke,such as

Muratori,Rerum Italicarum Scriptores,tom,I.,1723;"
S."hatley,A Short Account of a late Journey to
Tuscany,Rome and other parts of Italy,London 1741;:
Lolx et Con3titutinmna de sa Majeste le Roi de
Sardaign2,1770;J:Smith,Historiae Ecceslasticae
gentis Anglorum 1livdri quinque,una cum reliquis ejus
operibus historicis;Cantavrigliae,1722;J.Batley, 2
The Eccestiastical History of the English Nation,
London, 1723;H11dyard,An Accurate description and
histcry of the Cathedral Churches of Canterovury
and York,from their first foundation to the preseat
year,London,1755;J.buncombs,An Historical 2lescrip-
tion of the Cathedrali ind metropolitan Church of
Christ,Canterbury,its Antigquities,etc.,Cantervury,
1772;J.bunconmbs,edition enlarged by a prefice on
Gothic architecture and an account of the Arch-
bishops from Augustin to the present,Canteriury
1783;and Soverigns, Successions and characters of
the Kings of England,etc.1751.

Such a collectlion of sources was probably not accessivle to Brown:
if it were he probably did not read the Latin works enumerazed..
Were (t merely a matter of finding possivle sources the list

1 Brown's Lzben und Verke,Huuwonrg 1911,p.53 a.
2 Batley's puvlication was an English translation of Smith's 1722
Bede,not by any means another source bvook.




1690 A
could be easlly increased to the advantage of accuracy and Know-
ledge by adding many of the Carlovingian authorities such as Lea

1
con3ulted in writing his Studies of Cuurch History.

However wWe have cause,when we remember the fragmentary Jessica,
to suspect that he may have ﬁsed Mosheim's Eccesiastical History,
Memoirs of the Chrisﬁian Church,which was translated into Engliah
at London as early as 1750.

Ths beautiful Mary Tenbrook of the Romance of Real Life may owe

3omething to Elizabeth Brook the English religious writer who
was educated by’the Jesuits and whose ancestors had some connect-
ion with the Lorda of Ely and Ormond.

Charles Martel was actually ianvolved in the Carlovingian Capit-
ularies the erfrfect of which persisted very 1ate‘1n the Jjuris-
prudence of Germanj. They had veen established as the law of the
land and were all powerful until feudalism by a long series of
anti-Popish plots advanced the power of the state over the church.
Chosen by Pope Gregory III Martel was offered the sovereignty of
Rcre and Italy 1f he would stem the tide of the rising 1nfluencq

1 Henry C.Lea:Pnila.,1883%,
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1
of the Loxtards.

That any of the religlous wars and ravages as pictured by Brown

was:due to the Emnglish chroniclers is douotful though possibvle the

same a8 Rovertson's History of Scotland may have .colored if not
supplied the Catholic intrigues which he introduced. If not inspiread
by the ecelesiastical histories the interest in the Carrils could
have owed its origin to the possible meeting of Brown and Charles
Carrcll of Carrolltion in 1300 at Bernard's ﬁeefsteak Ciut.

Be the sources what they may the Romance of

Real Life 18 not at a1l vdased on history--it has no likely

foundation except the divine one of a genius' insgpiratioen.

1l See henry C. Lea:Studies in Church History, Pniladelphia 1883,p.
21 rf. et passim.




Containing,as they do,so many statements of fact relating to
the English and European kings and royalty it is hoped that some

capable antiquarian will turn his attention to tnem,éhd at least

tell us the truth about this side of them.

There are two stories related that seem particularly suited to

Brown's hand,and at the same time are interesting in themselves.

The first is told of Mary Carril

1 Vol1.1I,p.303~%

\ Y

One evening she and a compamon, thoughtless asW

Terself, disguised themselves in male attire, and went to visit |

a famous conjurer. A young man who had previously made
love to her, but whose addresses had been repulsed with scorn
and indignation, accidentally met and recognized her in the con-
jurer’s antichamber, He instantly formed a plan in conse-
quence of which, she was decoyed into an obscure house, and
suffered every insult but the last, from the resentment of the
lover. It appears | that he meant not any violence to her per-|

son, but merel) to levenge by all 1 ‘manner of freedoms of ;peech,,

‘the treatment he had received fram her.

The means by which he effected his purpose was thxs. 'He
had come to the conjurer’s on foot, with a brother who was a |
boy. He had observed the two ladies come out of a fiacre,
and in spite of their disguise, recognized them. While they-
were detained within the house, he made a bargain with their
coachman : put his brother into the coach, and taught him
the part he was to act. The ladies were tired of their adven-
ture before it was accomplished by a conference with the
wizard. -They struggled through the croud to reach their
coach. By the marquis’s contrivance, lady Mary reached the
carriage first, and threw herself hastily into it. Here she found |
the marquis’s brother, who seen indistinctly by lamp light,
she mistook for her companion. The coach with the mar-
quis behind it drove off, and stopping in a dark and narrow
street, the lady was hurried into a strange house. Her terrors
were so great, on discovering her situation, that her ravisher :
became alarmed in his turn, and suffered her after scme time
to return home.. She did not reach her own house before her
husband had taken an alarm at her absence. He had set on
foot a diligent search after her, but in the midst of his fears |
and deliberations she arrived. The distress and disorder in
which she appeared, required some . explanation. This she
unwarily gave. Next day the marquis and her husband met,

et e e

upon a challenge given by the latter. The husband was
killed upon the spot, and his opponent mortally wounded.’

%1
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The second one has an echo of Wieland in the climax and in

the "moral tag"“.

AtSo idle.a: life as Walter led, seconded by youth and. health, :
made lovc, if his passion for the sex might be called.by t.hat
name, his chief business. The zest which springs from rarity
~was necessary to keep his ardours alive, and from the age ‘of |
eighteen to twenty-five he was engaged in a’succession of :
amours, whose casual difficulties, obstacles, discoveries. and re-
volutions kept his life from stagnauon, and gave exercisgto all
the talents he possessed. <..... . T

/1’ he youth had obtained th€ favours of a SPiiEaEh
‘By“a: Beries of long attentions“and :arduous semca»lhﬁﬁm 5
sooner had he accmnphshed his end;than as usual Kis;Passich N
abated, -and the appedrance of :a'new face in the panah gﬂhed .
him-to"degert her altogether. EREL o
This new face chanced ta be connected with an honéstniidi‘;
and both the girl and her parents were too proud to Hsten-to
his overtures. “The youth had hitherto been totally umceus-
tomed to thecse obstacles. His -indignation, as well as his
love, was awakened by such sturdy opposition.  His mother > '
was weak enough to enter in some degree, into his résent-
ments, and the honest farmer did not escape some acts of op-
pression. His clamours at such treatment were loud, and he.pres
pared to remove fo another country. The rage of the girl
lately deserted, arose to such a pitch that she poisongd her i
imaginary rival, together with her father and mother. B
This horrible. catastrophe, including the public trial and
execution of the murderer, reflected infinite discredit both on
the son and mother. It was considered as the natural conse-
quence of ‘the strange maxims of education which the latter
adopted

! M Qucl\.

The name of varsoi 'st not oa:-t-g-i-ﬁai for there i3 a town not nore
A

than fifty miles by railroad north-east from Rome named Carsoli,
ﬁpd&ﬂ K

%Wm‘own's Carsol wa.s/\in the centre of

2
the Roman ZEmnpire. Serendiv used later wmay ve, Sardinia et % very
. :

mach doutt itz identity with Carsol.
1 Vol.I,pp.312-13. x Vet ). 235
)

2 Vol.I,p.2k9 et seq. SWL*Z’

foed U Eﬁ_’ﬁ
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He did not have to seek far to find some real material for
nis Carsol. Ovid in the rastl Book IV verses 681-712 tells a
very interesting and curious story of the institution of a
law ol the Roﬁan town Carseoli. It may be translatad as follows:

"I mu3st teach the reason why the she-foxes are set
free with their tails vurning with fire brands rfastened
to them. The land at Carseolil was cool and not suited
for the production of the olive but was a 30il naturally
fertile in corn. Hither was I going to the 1land of the
Peligni,the rural 1and of my birth,small,but watered.
by con3tant rains. I entered the solitary abvode of an
old friend;Phoebus had already taken the yoke from off
his exhausted 3t@eds. He was accusatomed to tell me many
things,and this story as well,by which my present work
might be informed. *In this plainv,said he,pointing to
the plain,* a frugal peasant woman,with her nxardy
husvand,owned a 1ittle bit of land. He used to work
it himself,whether there was occaslion for the use of
the plough,or the carved sickle,or the spade. She
sometimes swept out the cottage supported by a dbutress,
and sometimes used to set the eggs to ve hatched hy the
plumage of the mother bird;or else she collects the
green mallows,or the white mushroom,or warms their
humble hearth with the cheerful fire. And yet she em-
ploys her arms at the web constantly plied by her,and
prepares a defense against the threats of the winter.
She had 3 son,sportive in the dawn of 1ife;he had add«ad
two years to two “lustra-. He catches a fox in a slop-
ing corner at the end of the willow grove;3ahe had
carried off many birds from their poultry yard. He
wrap3 the captive with stubble and hay,and sets fire
to her;3he escapes from his hands,as he is applying the
fire. Wherever she flies,she sets afire the fields,
clothed with the harvest;the breeze increased the all-
consudiing fire. The occurence has passed away;the re-
membrance remains; for,even now the law of Carseoll
forvids a she-fox when captured to 1live;and that this
race may pay the penalty,they are set on fire on the
festival of Ceres,and perish in the same manner 1in which
that one deatroyed the corn* .*
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of ike Irishmag Aurning wwiwbeeg doyn a duilding to _avéid an in-

noapitabkTe guegt was a favorite sarcasm gQf Browl's Alcuin and

Cangeedc ”

\ A
1% a guarantee that he appreo¥atea tne 1egend of Ovid. Hgg;ne;,

4h~quak’7ki-*iﬁv1 at o2d 1
tho—p2+108 Was not enﬁd!b&y imaginary. According to Cluveri it
Ww7aﬁ 20 ol wan A&

wasg—a—bowmr—of the Aequi situated near the river Aino called
2 3
carsol,Carseolil or Arsuli. Cellarius, Livy,Pliny and Ptolemy
also mention 1t in very similar terms as an ancient colony.
Why Browm took an interest in this sort of a work 18 perfectly

clear. It contains all his favorites,the conscience that hears a

divine message,adventures of disguise,the plague,literary societies,

1 Introductionis in Universam Geozr 3gh14m Am3atardan 1676,p.67.
2 Notitia Orois tiquil Caxbridge 1703,p.495.

% B00x X chaptar III,BooXk XXVI?:'m.thr IX 1nd Bookx XXIX chapter XV.
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statues that give heavenly commands,encouragement of all artistic

detoty 0| ld s

endeavor,some aRehiteeture,miracles,David’s Psalms,midnight communi-
cations with the statues of saints,secret passages and rooms,the
philosopher's stone and aihost of favorite names such as Adelg;aseﬂ>

s

n-Clara~Heward—and-Adinl, Bertrand, uwsed—in—Weland—and the-—Iedand

ne%e—hooksCarrellapd COnway’uﬂedb4£rw4e&endiCartwrightlueed—fn—aaae

Talbo%,and—ciar&—ﬁow&rég01eves’useé—in—ermqgg;Edwin'used—+nqﬁleu§g5

Eustaceluaed—*n—ghessat@ntcazHuntly,ﬁ:om_xha_maxk—oi;ihat_name;

Julia and Sopma.l tmdesteasNormalk ia-Edgar Huntdy;Raymond used—

tn-the_Serieg of Origigai-hellersiyand Stanley'and Valentine, &a.

Tt HoEaRd.

Wnile the geme®adl sudbject and its treatment appears to be

ofe
remote the ramifications of it biima-ewt 1ts relation to certain

4ndividuals who were represented as 1iving in Philadelphia when

A}

aida

Brown was writing. What part the American e would have played in
: ~

explaining Brown's motive for composition 13 not known. Of all

W
of #hke fragments the part which has the most interest for euxr

MC\M‘-(
present purpesd 13 gueﬁxtnis one phase.

A8 a literary work these fragments are only of slight value.

Besides the excellencies noticed they will fairly stand a compari-
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son with cther accounts ol the same se&lof matters and had they
veen completed and rdEerewsdy revised 1t 1s possible they would
have made %@#y tolerable reading. As they are,the historical details
are too often repeated in the same phrases and though not without
interest they #seek Tecome tiresome. This tedlousness 13 ad8e augmented

BATE IV
by the seemingly never-ending narrative. Brown does not make—eiear-ol
VR

suggest what his object is and so far as eme can surmise FHem-tRé
maleriad-we—ave It 15 to start as far back as possible and give a
full account of Carsol and all the connections and careers of the

Carrils and Ormes PiRgAZ-thre—Rallad+ive down to ghe time of writing.

It has sometimes been confused with the fragments Henry Colden, Nedway

and Adini but it 3hould not te.
With a few slignt and unimportant exceptions such as the passages
1
quoted the work has 1little that 1is new or unusual,though the aphorisms

are clever if not original. How much of it 1s fact and how mucn fictlon

13 rot known te—wds Brown knew very well from having read Robertson that

he could with rerfect impunity placeA?ny fiction of his own in aun early
A
Scot%+eﬁ«se$$%ng~

1 On pedigree,Vol.I,p.l172j0n the right and sacred,p.l181 and on
curicsity,p.18L.
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The nature of the work carries with it a certain amount of structure;
it 1s, as it were,well constructed by compulsion. The sentence and

diction belong mostly to Brown's later practise. At times the staccato

abseﬁt;;

With the exception of a few rare instances which are not at all

sentences reappear,but as a rule they are

religious #r{character)the|intantion of the work precludes any possi-

bility that in it Brown was expressing his personal opiniocns. Any sug-

o Lxaqqlaa ld‘;
gestion that 1t shows wi anti-Catholicism is en%¢;sly—+mag;aa;y_¢r
Gttt  euf :
3 C
#el due to hasty reading. fhi 'ht@g ‘“5jt;; &@qé;?ﬁl

wedd ‘\W"’Mw &\M}u&‘% ’H:-ai'k’&t L\/)"\-—-‘LC&Z”KL JZ,\
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