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tions ascrived to Brown and [hat they-were by him would mee seem to
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be by the statement, in his 09 sugmer letter to Mary Linn,
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snould b° supplemented by three others/\on the same

,subgectskm&mmed in the same newspapers. The whole six are

signed with h&nitials or psedonmsw-bm to
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consistent story which shows m Brown made 0Ogllvie's acqualn-
cﬁ-t.he—ei-re-ng-th—e-f/ﬂfw ni dati the
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€ lectures.
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James- Ogilvie (1760-1820) was born in Aberdeenjand possibly was

Vheo
graduated at King's college,Aberdeen,1790. Hecanme—+t6 the United

N~ YN G

States amd conducted a classical academy at Ricnmonifanu lecturtﬂ?L
\\r.\’tfb w",;F' Opudliney = . '
antensivedsr through Virginia aij%thefAtlantin States. Higedoottr 88
he | Jidez

beiRgLinaddy—atopeed @ecauae of thedr religious scepticism he frzx—
hi a&%-r-4—4iﬂ4k113:&(
returned to Scotland wbere he made claim to the earldom of Find—
Crons (805 Ltle. Lﬂw‘, Foe Wtntin b
an&—hetﬁg constitutionally sensitive k“é‘

later but 1os'g nis suit,

and worn cut with narcoti 8 ehme sald to havgggommitted suicider Lw*"
() Fagr ~latomet.
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in Esgex Co.,Va. in glpport of a Memorizl on the subject of the

Alien and Seditiofi Laws,Richmond,1798;and Cursory Reflections on

Government,Philosophy and Education,Alexandria,1802. His philo-

c(z,wL(cl\. hod « aafm o AL dloe §) mn el b«.étm ~ ey
L1 Essayjkwere published at Philadelphia 1816. His lectures

1 We are irdebted principally to the Dictionary of National
Blograrhy;Analéctic Magazine,VIII,LE6,1X,1 34 § Soutlﬂcrn Literary
Messerger, XIV, 53k, kd‘*ktTe_m Shectaton 15 Pt lrniny 1579 o
ZoeoTaIng ' to 1fvingd 1lstter to Brevoort 23 Ausgust 1317 ne was,lecturing
z?\/ in Lonidon wnd e 27 Septeaver 1214 he wi3d helr of the Scoton astate of
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wese not xnown to have been published. In his general interests

he was particularly of the character to find a response in the

mind of Brown. One authority  the-SallhSileli-tdiaiy-—tesserrresw

8ays he eulogised Godwin's Political Justice,but another . bka,

Bedlnbee 33y8 he rebutted the theories of Godwin of which he was

enamoured when a youth. Bé=ilaf—di—i-t—mayretther—one—woudd

/nﬁmow many of his lectures Brown attended is not khown. It

is perhaps sufficlent to find that three of them lead to the

writing of this series of communications. A fourth is mentioned
as having been heard but any account of it Rkes—hei-gai—teen—reund—;
A

Giwren,

Tre Philadelphia Aurora and the Dally Advertiser of & Octobver, in

) }‘E‘f 4WM'—(
et adverts&em°nts geve the dates and subgects/\of the lectures.
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there 1is a long crwiciqm £

W&y bsias Written by Jos-?ph




1855

Thursday 1% October-—Discourse on Duelling with a pass-
age from the lLay of the Last Min-
gtrel and from Surrey's vision of
zanda and Alcanzor.

Friday 14 October—--Gaming.

Tuesday 18 October--Suicide:Death of Cato and recitat-
lons from Pleasures of Hope and the
Botanlic Garden.

Thursday 20 Octover--~-Education. "¥r.0. will endeavor toc
exhipvit in a new and interesting
light the importance of female
education.”

Saturday 22 October--Progress and Prospects of Soclety.

Saturday 29 October--Discourse on Luxury. (On the 25th.
advertised for Tuesday 29--an error.)
On the 26th. O.advertised to repeat
Progress and Prospects of Society on
this date but it was not given.

Tuesday 1 November--Final appearance--subject Duelling.

The lectures were given in the eveninrg at the Hall of the University
in North Fourth street and began at 7 o'clock. The admission charged
was fifty cents. The first lecture was attended by Brown as stated by

nim in the comrunication sent to the Advertiser and signed Z, but he

wrote nothing on 1t.

Tne communicaticn which follows 18 the second of thoge in the yellow
wall-paper-covered note-took of Elijah Brown's and was published in
the Philadelphia anti—Fedefalist Aurora for 18 Ocﬁober, where it was-
signed A.B., though not so given by EBrown's father.

A8 we may see in the Literary Magazire the initials appear
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to have been used formerly by Brown. It concerns the lecture of

Friday 1Lt October on Gaming,was evidently written the next day

and reads::

“Communication (by C.B.Brown)

I had the good fortune to attend an Oration upon
gaming last evening dele&wered by Mr.Ogilvie at the Hall
in fourth street. My feelings were so powerfully affected
by the exhivition that I witnessed that I cannot help
giving them way in a few remarks on the subject. Most
sincerely do I condole with those whom acclident or
ignorance prevented from attending,for a more eloquent
and powerful dissuasive from gaming was surely never
before delivered to a pudblic assembly.

Those who are 1in no danger of falling into that
vice,could not fail of having their moral views
strengthened and enlarged vy the sound distinctions and
luminous details of the orator;while those who were 1
exposed to that danger would be rescued from it,if the
union of eloquence and regoning,such a union as has
certainly never tefore been exhivited in this city,will
avall anything to their rescue....

On such an occasion it is almost frivolous to say
that the t)¥aste of every Jjudicious hearer would in the
highest degree be gratified. Mr. Ogilvie's merits as
a public speaker,are of the highest order;but the moral
effects of such a discourse are so transcendentally
important as to swallow up all other consicderations.
When I looked round upon the audlence,I was pleased to
ob3erve that it was composed of persons of the nighest
reputation and influence in the city,and flattered
myself that thelr report would draw together a much
larger assembly hereafter.

It 18 sc rare a thing to see eloguence enlisted on
the side of Morality,any where but in the pulpit,that
I must own I was much dazzled by the novelty,as by all
the other merits of the exhivition. Tho' the subject
of Mr.0Ogilvie's future discourses are 1n the highest
degree useful and important, I sincerely hope he may
be 1nduced to repeat 2 this particular one a second
time. , Octover 15"3

The Ameirican Daily Advertiger for 18 October contained a

comrrunication signed Z--another oI the initials probably

y
Brown's. It concerns the same lecture of Friday 14 October and

1 ,1n the Aurora. 2 It was not repeated. (dated.
2 .1v is the aate of composition. It should be signed A.E: a3 well as
4 Brown used mozt of thz i2tters of the alpnztet in the Monthiy Magazine

and T.iterarv ¥agarzirne.
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YWhen the writer of this article attended the first
lecture delivered by Mr.0gilvie,he was struck with the
elegance of language and elogquence of manner which dis-
tinguished the speech,while,at the same time,the vein
of pure morality which pervaded the whole discourse,
rendered it no less salutary than pleasing. But,on
Friday evening,when the subject of Gaming occupied
the attention of the Lecturer,he was peculiarly inter-
esting and impressive;his description of 1its fascinating
power,and his representation of its direful consequences,
were taken from the life;and the arguments which he
employed against it were such as séphistry could not
elude;-~they were such as bespoke the man of sensi-
bility;the son of genius and the friend of virtue.

What pity that every lover of play had not been present:—-
what pity that the young and inexperienced,the credul-
ous and incautious,could not have 1listened to arguments:
so cogent,to counselsd so salutary;delivered too in
such a captivating manner. But to do justice to the
union of gerius and eloquence requires the possession
of Tils rare combination. To the friends of virtue
here 1is a rich repast. Here,the man of genius may hai:l
a kindred spirit;rere the votary of politeness and
elegarnt literature,the orator and the poet,may enjoy:
"the feast of reason and the flow of soul."

At the opéning it should be noticed that Brown speaks of attend-

ing the first lecture——the one on Duelling.

The Advertiser on 20 Octobter has a hint of quite a different

character--this time signed E. It reads:

"¥any of those who have attended the elegant and in-
structive Qrations of Mr.0gilvie,have regretted,that,
owing to the partial illumination of the Hall,the
features and countenance of the Orator,were but very
imperfectly discernivle. Every one knows how essential
it 1s when estimating the abilities of a public speaker
tc witness that expression of soul depicted,in the coun-
tenance,without which elogquence has not half 1its elfect.

It is hoped that this hint,which 1is thus publicly
given,vecause the writer has not the pleasure of a
personal acguaintance with Mr.0gllvie will meet the
early attention of this interesting stranger."”
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As we 8hall see in the sequel--this lead to Brown's meeting
with Ogilvie.

The communication given first and ascribed by Brown's father
to Brown 18 taken from the 1808 note-book of which the cover
is the same as the inside. The notice concerns the 20 Octobver
lecture on Education, was contributed to the American Daily

1
Advertiser and is signed by the pseudonym “Pictor® which we

have never before considered Brown's. It reads:

Y¥or the American Daily Advertiser.
by C.B.B.

Mr .Poulson

....It 13 not easy to express the pleasure
I derived,in common I may venture to say of every in-
dividual of a most drilliant audience,from Mr.Ogilvie's
oration on Thursday night. The subject was education;
a subject so often,so copiously,and so variously dis-
cusaed by writers of all sexes nations and ages,that
it would,one would think,surpass the powers of human
genius to endow it with novelty. And yet Mr.Ogilvie's
sentiments,besides being luminous and instructive,were
elther wholly new, or invested by his magic powers of
fancy and elocution,with an air of surpassing novelty—
Absdtute novelty indeed, is of 1little consequence on
such occasions. Truth i3 the grand point,while in a
mixed audience,there must always be some to whom the
tritest sentiments,on speculative subjects must be new...

This oration was, in every respect,a banquet of the
richest kind. The 3train of the Orator was lofty and
magnificent. The connection between public manners
and education;the insufficiency of every other agent
to guide the national spirit,the powerless and aborte-
ive exertions of government and political liberty itself
without this aid,were explained with a force and perspi-
culty that stamped conviction,a vivid and lasting con-
viction in every mind....

Tnis person's discourses contain 8o refined a chain
of reasoning,that the general approbvation he meets with
1s higrly honorabvle to the discernment of a mixed
audience. wnhether,however,some part of this approbation
may not bve placed to the account of his elocution

1 The ferm of the commuinicatlion shows 1t was sent as 3 letter to
Poulsorn who may have supplied the pseudonym.
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may perhaps be doubted--That elocuticn has certainly
charms that make their way to every heart. Those who
mave only eyes and ears,must be pleased;those whose
fancy and taste are their only active powers must bve
gratified;those who are beings of pure intellect,must
be delighted with the Orator,whose tones and gestures
have an energy not bought with the sacrifice of the
graces;whose 1magination teems with splendid images;
whose views are in general eminently profound and Just,
and when their solidity is questionable,are,at least,
commended by their virtuous and noble tendency....

This panegric may seem extravagant to those who
were not present. But (to) those who were its warmth
will hardly be condemned. Pictor."

The communication given third by Brown's father was published
in the Aurora of October 22nd but our copy 1s from Elijah Brown's
1808 note-book which has the cover the same as the 1nside. It 1s
also signed A.B.,though not S0 given by Brown's father and con-
cerns the Saturday October 22 lecture on the Progress and Prospects
of Soclety. It was evidently written on the 18th and reads:

"For the Aurora
Octover 18th.1808 .
(by C.B.B.)

This evening Mr.0gilvie,it seems,proposes to enter-
tain the public with a discourse on the progress and
prospects of civic society. This 13 iFrand theme, to
which I have no doubt,after hearing his previous
performances,his extraordinary powers will do ample
Justice. A subject rendered to all enlightened minds,
8o deeply interesting,by the events of the present
period,cannot fail of fully obtaining its due,both in
reasoning and in rhetoric, from the hamd of this Orator.
From those who have heard the same dlscourse dellvered
in Virginia and Maryland,I am informed that he takes
a clear and strong view of the effects produced on the
harriness of mankind,not only by those more ancient
agents,the revival of Literature,and the invention of
Printing, but by the modern revolutions of America
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and France. He likewise traces with a bold hand the influ-
ence of that memorable change which 18l now moulding?2 not
only the destiny of the French nation by dvuilding an im-
rerial military and despotic throne out of the wreck and
fragments of preceding systems,but controlled the fate of
almost all civilized nations bty tne power of conquest. He
likewise tells us what reason and experience enable us to

hope or compel us to fear,frcm the potent interference of
Great Britain."

Agaln the Advertiser for 22 Octobver contained a communication--signed

2
Philologus=-about the same evening's lecture. It shows that these pub-

lic expressions of approval and attention had lead Brown to a personal

acqualntance with Ogilvie. fn*t809—we—eha;;—#+a4—8¥ewn—§eeemmen&fng-

ogiluie—to—JFoim—Heoward-Rayned. The communication reads:

n

“Mr.Poulson.

The truly modest and unassumning manner in which
Mr.Qgilvie,has presented nimself to the pubvlic,begins now
to experience trhe Just reward of genuine merit,in the un-
8olicited,voluntary,meed of public patronage and general
aprlause.

Tne superior state of elegance in which this orations are
expressed, trhe graceful and impressive manner with which they
are enforced,and tne pure precepts of morality which they
inculcate,render his addresses equally interesting and irn-
structive,to the youthful Belles Lettres student,is they-
are to the man of confirmed taste,and the liberal and accom-
pilshed scholar.

Of the orations already delivered, those on Duelling and
Gaming,have obtained the loudest and most unqualified appro-
bvation. That,however,which will be offered to the public
Tnis evening on the progress and prospects of soclety,is in
the estimation of its author,far superior to any of the
courze,with respect to brilliancy of diction,variety of
rerresentation,cogency of argumant,and energy of thought
arnd action. It 18 that on which he wishes to resat his
merit as a writer and a8 an orater,hiving vestowed upon 1its
execution the utmost exerticn of his various talents.

YA AUTIrA. 2 ¥Moulded il tne Aurera.
e earlier one the fJ4rm snows it was sent as 1 letier to
wno miy have suprllied the pseudenymn.
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Having casually elicited from him this opinion,in
the course of ecent conversation,I consider it a
duty,both to the public and to Mr.Ogilvie to communi-
cate 1t to the friends of stctence and polite literature,
through-.the medium of your gazette.®¥

There we find Brdwn adopting the method of the present day
reporter of "interviewing"--certainly a very early example of
the practise in United States Journalism.

In the Aurora for November 3rd. there is a communication
8igned Philanthropist which may be a variation of the Philanthrepos
of the Weekly Magazine but that it 18 Brown's 13 guite doubtful.
This 1s further enforced by the fact that it takes UOgilvie‘to
task for some of his ideas,but has no cumulation of internal
evidence to show 1t Brown's, téeush—tts—destre—Lor-arsuasnt.
GS2sne—-famddar. On the plea that he could not spend the time ;rah?u;g
Ogilvie, tn-the—issuefar U November‘rerused to argue the

question.
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“You have not I hope rforgotten the conversation I had
with you relative to the proposed (iife ) memoirs ot
Charles B.RBrown deceased.

when a nan ir every respect eminently qualified to
execute a tiographical work with fidelity & ability,
proposes to write the life or a man so great & girfted
as Charles Brown,& to devote the profits of the work,to
assist his disconsolate wideow in providing for his
children the means of comfortatle subsistence & liberal
education,it i3 impossivle not to feel the deepest in-
terest ir the success of the design. I must think,that
no biographical work has ever yet issued Irom the Ameri-
car. press,with so many powerful claims to the patronage
of persons endowed with intelligence & venevclence. I
regret bitterly,I even review with some degree of remorse,
the having permitted so ausvicious an opportunity (as the
delivery of my last Oration on Beneficence in Charleston)
to pass without inviting the attention of my auditers to
this interesting subject. I shall endeavour to explate
my recent apathy by future & speedy activity. Meanwhile
if you can do any thing to procure suvscrivers in Char-
leston,you will greatly oblige

Your sincere frienad
Janmes Ogilvie.*
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