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CHAPTER XLIII 1862
TUBERCULOSIS
1809 Aetat.38
The crucial year of Brown's life was 1809 for in its 1asf months
we shall find him presenting some if not all of the symptoms of the
disease that was to prove fatal. The 1last years of Liann's 1life in the
e (Lo5
biographical memoir which Brown wrote and prefixed to Valerian/kma.y
for us--as it did for Brown himself--prepare, the way for She—presen-

S i

iation--0L 3 death by pulmonary tuberculosis’l hae—-Roner

ef~4he frotracted harassing struggle) of—Einntsg. Commonly the story 1is

OR-LRLO0L pain/to the reader as well as to the victim but in Brown's
case 1t 1s Smy quite unusual in that it has some controversial ground
surrounding it and the actual death has no little beauty,considerable

At appseb A7 o ayn fotin

braveryNand an astonishing amount of dramatic ardor.

The early part of the yeardgqes on with the gquiet,even tenor of his |
(Lo lns s direecting 4Td&-<!¢ﬂﬂ§f'%.u~. 4" hat”
literary 11r%& The American Register having done with experiment had
settled down to a pretty regular business. The prospectus of his Geo-

graphy appears to have been issued in January. His last political pam-

phlet An Address to the Congress of the United States on the Utility

d Justice of Restrictions upon Forelgn Commerce with Reflections on

Foreign Trade in general and the Future Prospects of America.was also




published some time in January. 186%

The next letter of Brown's is the second one to Jonn Howard

1
Payne and 1s taken from Dunlap. It implies more correspondence

with Payne but up to the present no other letters to that celedb~
rity have been  found. Like the former letter this 18 remarkable
as containing no reference to the supposed escort by Brown of

Payne to Union College. It reads:

_To Mr. J.H.Payne.
Philadelphia,(Tuesday ) Feb.22,1809.

My dear friend,

I have not forgotten you,nor ceased to
feel a deep interest 1n your welrfare,nor to make fre-
quent inquiries about you,though our correspondence
has 80 long bveen discontinued. The *Boston Mirror"?2
is a tokxen of your remembrance,which comes duly to hand,
and affords me some basis for conjecture,at least,as to
your present situation and pursuits. Will you give
me a more full account under your own hand. A great many

1 Voil.TI,p.118 fr.
2 180%~9; rot to b2 confuled with Payne's various "Mirrora®.
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rumours s _have reached mc, of the truth’ of whxch l'?un ex-
tremely anxious foran oppoftumty to _]udge. - '

Two years have, passed away.since I saw you, a period thﬂ
8| makes material alt.erauons in the character or habxts or
desnn)g 'a man past thnrty, but they are big with’ fate : at tba’f
unsettléd” and mutable age at which they have foun'

v,

fnend. Let me know from your own'pen, with “«

bt 00

and smcerny whxch were - shmmg qualmes in you, when I enn, |
qued your persoml mtercourse]. how you fare, what | tiwo yeats
hye done foryou? i il et )
e Thﬁ is a large . demand for one to make who hag.
'clauns- upon your esteem and conﬁdence. Nothmg emboldens
“me to makc it, but the earnest regard I have for you though
you reasonably demand more solid testlmomes of &hat o)
d #%n this naked assurance ofit. . ... . .- iz
‘ % *Permlt me, warmly to recommend to your. acquam‘tancg, ;ng_
: fnend Mr. Qdwho will deliver _you this. He is a man, if, I _
am'ﬁ,not .much mistaken, after yourown heart." Hrp merits arg
i thoggagn 'which you. are accuatomed to set most value ;: and
hxghex;;qegks of thatkind, I suspect, not even your xmagmatxon
zhas:l eger }utherto st Before you. , T
: T am; aﬂ'ecuonatelv, yours, - A
C. B. B.

I ' o T

o
Whew \Jm\\;(j’m %5, C@\u el @ |t hace wike- bos )5

and y.‘s\kw‘z,_, \g MQH/ Le cts}am deth- Pﬂm«&
5 G \-\2 S S A vy v &Mc k\Mﬂ—?n&k.L\ he fee wst
Akt e o Bromne wan W, \X{MQ , 7\@&%«41 e %wd’«a?s

i s AL R 564

1 There have rnever teen offered any rfacts to show that Erown had any
pérsonal acquairtance wilh Payne other than the meetirg of 1806 on
board the s8loop Swan.

2 Prokavly James Cgilvie the lecturer of 1808. There 18 no record
indicating that Payne ever bvecame acquairted with Ogilvie.
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It was about the first half of this year that the Scribbler essays
were published in the Port Folio but they were probably written at
an earlier period of Brown's life.

With so many literary activities on hand it is no wonder that in
the summer of this year Brown's health broke down or at least changed
80 much for the worse that with an idea of improving by change of air
and travel he reluctantly abandoned his books and visited friends in

1
New Jersey and New York. Who the friends were in New Jersey Dunlap
does not teil us but it is quite probable Dunlap himself was one of
them. Also Dunlap does not give us any of Brown's letters of tnis
year bvefore the Hoboken one and even then he only gives a fragment
sent to Mary Linn. Mary and Susan had evidently gone to New York so

a8 to be absent when the stork should pay another visit to Brown's

home.

1 Vol.II,D.86.
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*2;-%‘—«4
e ( o)
4 ‘}r‘”w'v'l}abocét‘m,, Frzday afternoan. ‘ 1 qa CQ%)

£ My dearest Mary ; indtead of wandering about, and view- KJL
;ing more nearly a place that affords very pleasing landscapes,
‘here am I, hovering over the images of wife, children and sis-
‘ters. I want to write to you and home, and though unable to
procure paper enough to form a letter, I cannot help saying
ething, even on this scrap. “a
‘¢ J am mortified to think how incurious and inactive a mind
.has fallen to my lot. I left home with reluctance. If I had’,
"not brought a beloved part. of my home along with me, I
should probably have not left it at all. At a distance from
home, my enjoyments, my affections are beside you. If sway- :
ed by mere inclination, I should not be out of your company a
« quarter of an hour, between my parting and returning hour: !
but I have some mercy on you and Susan: and a due convic-
- tion of my want of power to beguile your vacant hour with
amusemont, or improve it by. imstruction. Even ifsdswere
" ever soawell, and if my spirits did not continually hoveson the
brink - @¥rdejection, my talk could only make you yawn, as-
thinge.sre, my company can only tend to create a gap, indeed.
When have I known that lightness and vivacity of mind |
which the divine flow of health, even in calamity, produces in
some men? and would produce in me, no doubt; at least, |
when fiot soured by misfortune? never: scarcely ever: not -
longer than an half hour at a time, since I have called myself
‘man : amd not a moment since I left you on Wednesday morn--
ing. Ithen rose with such an head-ache as was likely o main- |
tain its post for the rest of the week ; and this eircuknstance
deprived ‘me of any prospect of enjoyment from: sy journey, |
while, at the same time, it detcrmined me to gwy-betause this '
- would have made me a companion to you ten times-fullef than
common, and absolutely unfitted me for any New York compa-
ny. oo
«“1 -crossed the river without any particular views at ten
o’clock. I made inquiries. about Amboy,‘but found no stage

. —

that was going that way for many hnvrs, and none M'W

going-nearer than eight miles : and eight miles in this burning
ﬁ' ‘atmoasphere? was too ‘much to walk; I could have found" my
way thither, indeed, by other means, but there was none going
from the hook immediately in that direction, while there was
a stage just then starting for Belvilleb To Belville, according-

ly I went in two or three hoars. ’Tis a pleasant vmW

Like the number of swallows it takes many dates to make a summer S0

T O » X “ —~ ) s L% 30 - -

bt

P P - FMSUHL U Y "‘

] B ' 5 ST -5 & Y <

S 1= by - P - = - . 3
- " 2 - ! 53 & = * 4G ~ » X Wy
e LT EY 3 < XS} v, 3 B~ R I

2 He probatly-was goirg to visit Duniay.

J—@-h-&—%-—-tﬂ the nearest we can venture 3 date for the lette }Ot-b.l,yu-e:;
%&2‘7 U
4 Paulus ﬁook. Jae ff% g e “Qfd—&“"? o

5 We found Browr stopping there in 1806. See our quot;
T " at
Iraveller's Letters dated Newark 21 August 1806. ton of the
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Passaick, where I staid till next morning. Chance gave me,
fat companion, a well disposed, well informed Virgmian, who
bas been. acquainted with Ogilvie -these. fifteen yeammy with |
his., wife and her family, and especially with Mrss Edlis;-of |
whogsgou recollect O. told us much. A great deal in fine, df ;
}/ mgag of those whom that odditﬁmentioned to us. ! |
. % Finding Passaic Falls to be only nine miles from Belvilld;
L. went thither, on Thursday. The weather was insappasié|
ably hot, and the fatigue of even those short walks whicheus |
riosity required, added to my inharmonious feelings, ceneri- %
d to make the journey rather unprofitable. Glittering wa= i
ter-falls are but dim, and hanging rocks hardly more interest-
ing-ghan a sand moor, when viewed with misty eyes and ach-
ing brows.
- ¢Fhe afternoon was stormy, and the night and following
mokning cold. This morning I avas set down at Bergen, and .
same. ither to Hobocken, where I have a full view of New |
York, and can indulge my fancy in what is going forward .
there with more facility than twenty miles further off. - How |
have you employed yourself since Wednesday? perhaps yduw |
are gone to Haarlem, and may stay till Monday. If so, Jsshalt 1
be, disappointed : yet glad too, for my Mary’s affectionsis !
heart will be mortified at my precipitate return. And -yee !
there is no spot more salubrious than Greenwich, within &ity |
miles of ;New York ; and the leathern wings of a stage coach,
do not carry healing under them. w ml o |

i

“THl here, I could not find books, which have, with vy |

i

greafioeficacy W beguiling body ef . its pains, and though‘svw‘:
their, melaachely, in relieving hqads and hearts of:their m:h’h?l?
a2 Are )Q&Q&,gpy;l_ﬂtm‘lyhgﬁ fat me from home? what may |
weichave happeted theresimthree long days. sDeath; fuperal, .
interment, have .reopugadugiudn that time. A ghousand mis-
haps may take place witliinithe capipass of three long summer
days;. I am strangly tdmpsedto crossimmediately, and would
if I could recross before night:: forsbam ashamed to: present
myself before you before the week is fairly gone. In'asfew
hours I might receive letters, and meet you both. I am afraid
when the next horn sounds I shall find the temptation irresisti-

e "

The most obvious detalls of this trip is his need of some
companion dear to him,the fact that he was worrying about his

ramil%&gnd that he could not tear himself_awgy from his hooks.

No wonider nis head and heart acread!

*——-},—:&g_-&'ga‘-ig—"“’"‘”ﬁi{ly TS Rl DU LY .
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Along with the mention of a divine r}ow of health goes the truth
that Brown appears to be thinking too much for his sister-in-laws
and too little for himself when of all times in his 1life he needed
a little selfishness the most. Detalls aside,that fragmentary letter
is important because it has too often veen the cause of misrepresen-
tation concerning Brown's general nealth.

It 18 clear that Brown was again depressed and his spirits out of
order. We kxnow from past instances that he could be the saddest of
mortals when bvoth dejections assailed him at once. The mention of
his not being vivacious and of 1light mind for more than a half hour
g8ince he had called himselrl man 1s usually interpreted to mean he
had bad health all his 1life;but any such 1dea 1is far from the truth
for there are no facts to show that he had as much poor health as
the average literary worker and there are no other actual references
to his health except on rare occasions when they can be intelligently
explained. The two most intimate

friends he had give no records of his being
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seriously unwell. Bringhurst apparently had never drawn from him
any expression of his physical condition though as we have seen
he gave Brown too much opportunity to descant on his mental healtn.
Smith's only record of any ailment he had was a temporary matter
of digestion not of respiration. Miller's care of him when he is
reported to have had a touth of the yellow revér was so slight
it left no written recofd. Even when he here says never he felt
the force of his own exaggeration and immediately gqualified it

by scarcely ever. That scarcely allows too much latitude of in-

terpretation. Another detall that is not properly attended to
by the careless reader is the clause "when not soured by misfor-
tune®. What he meant by that is clear to any one who has followed
a literary career and it cannot be distorted into a referernce to
i1l health.

In this particular irstance we have a characteristic of his
comron method of description of his condition,the leaning to
exaggerated statement. ¥For instance,he speakxs of the headache

with whick he arose on Wednesday and from his expression we are
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lead to think he may have had former experiences with the
allment that might have lasted as long as the rest of the
week. Because 1t 1s an important symptom of tuberculosis

what we shoudd like to know is how long it did last,



| §6%

and we are informed it was still with him on Thursday. Whether or

.Y
e

not it was still with him on Friday i3 not noticed. Such being
the case it hardly makes it the rest of the week,s0 that,after
all,it is not so important as it at rfirst appeared to be.._&ae‘ra-bﬁ"]
le had c.uu.c{w Coéﬁ’{&\mg(.r(\-] he wveeded 15 wtan ?,Qaaq,ﬂa

8 AL

n ULV

‘ @M,Brown's health as treated by Dunlap and Elizabeth Brmm.v" ‘Q@

In the book on Brown, Dunlap makes the following statement’ w bl el L.Q

, A

Ma_ov.; WL"KG-SI‘—‘ \KW He QM“;‘—(*\ Gnl MM\M\I?’ \—w%' \‘uw.cL\.
o Hoo s e wtine (L/H\JL Can \ya/u?o d’ia‘“d‘bk&\t’ 2o That- 2 Lo
w’é:/ﬁ)&t& \*C/’Z a:}/:::té& QM—‘_M l,.g,m“ gman\l oo dl SZ((‘L/{"-@‘«LLQ/L

K i"”(& %\ G ta/@ "CMM&‘\TW\ 38\/\/\;«& {D

A’?L«-(Za. ALML‘ 2 9 Waauch (Bt
(&
/'/ ( ﬁ&zt":)

HER iqg rthur M2rvyn nave a tendency t/érd consumptiox} may o2
30 aphic {out mor2 provivly it may not. /JM—QG-&.,IQ qukvﬂ-lw(m L
MCM ,/'L ca~dens M\tﬂz\q Al aann V“"l ‘I,'AM \«-\L\Q«Lh({ t‘-\(»‘@\.c\.iin\,a‘( ‘ .

0 . - A A ‘ - 2 koo 4 A d o)
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" Consumption, to which Mr. Brown appeared to have a con-’
stitutienal tendency?had now made such fearful inroads upon
his frame, as seriously alarmed his friends. His sedentary in-
clinations and habits, had assisted the insidious approaches of
this disease, and though for more than two years beforé his
death he had occasionally expectorated blood, he quieted his
own alarms and those of his friends by persuading himself and
them, that it did not come from the lungs. His friends had
frequently and for a long time urged him to take a sea voyage,
and by change of climate and employment, check if not repulse |
the enemy whose ravages they beheld with increased anxiety ;
but his reluctance to leave his home, for a time so long as is |
necessary to visit Europe, was so great, that he could not be |
prevailed upon. At length, like many other victims to this |
disease, he determined when too late on a voyage in pursuit of -
“health. It was resolved that in the spring of 1810, he should
visit his brother James, who resides in England ; but he lived |
not to see that spring. !

i

- ——
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When Ellzabeth Brown came to write the memoir for the 1827

Boston edition of Wieland she told the story <t essentially the
same words~ Wnen Dunlap later came to write the brief National

‘Portrait Gallery memoir he did not/make the statement so positivel
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Howovor,in—ess8ehtials we are compelled, na=4uaa£ of other testi-

mony,to doubt the accuracy of the whole account. At least it
should be read with caution and not entirely accepted.

The raising of biood possibly was true,though we have not even
a suggestion of it from Brown himself,but so far as we Know,
and a8 far as Dunlap tells us,there was no atteﬁpt to learn the

cause, o5+t~ After a person has died ¢f—aoroumpdben,it is very
ha haa

easy to claimAneglect‘l&F his health when warned by bvlood raising——
put unfortunatély for Dunlap's idea indefinite blood raising is

not a sign only of consumption,so that Brown's interpretation QiL/H:;K—
W ‘QQ’)('OL& v
/\Just as liable to be correct as Dunlap's. In this connection it
Mz L o nade
should be noticed that Punisp suggest; that Brown/was not able
’aoaw‘lia(_ 1n, e (]MMTWII dLLtzmc{a,«g,
to distinguish light-colored frothy blood from the lungs, from

/Wa.luat '3&‘*‘:"“‘“ . \‘,u,C M

ohaar bloodA_Having no evidence one way or the other the state-
N\

ment that Brown had raised blood for more than two years,that is

Alte waa ho

as far back as 180%,cannot bve veririee) [n ract in 180% we—Lfound
swslion O], hin heatth | v 1509 we Teund

that he only expressed himself as doubtful of living until the

maturity of the child just born--surely no sign of consumption o2 Cbu7

TRer e

A\having laid hold of him. We can find no trace of a suggestion

Ql'ckvﬂm
of/g{ in the years 1806 and 1805. In the former year Dunlap
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| L
visited Brown and wrote of him in his diary,but he/\ent

a single detail of any lack of health of Brown's. In 1805 Brown
wrote Dunlap that he could not be happler,and a consumptive would
hardly have done that in those days and Brown of all consumptives
would have been the last one to do so. In the 1804 letter to

William Linn we found him wishing for a continuance of happiness

Mo qame a0 Wt LiL v 1%077.
»ut—gutte—a—different-interpretation has heen placed by nus an

~tRAt-

The truth of this matter seems to be that Brown was of such a

sensitive sympathising nature as to be immoderately affected by

gepectod amwad 0} aithaa, bra_bng w e
Lemm.a.uon_or—a—nni-e-i-e—-&em—’ehe—s-t-eﬁs,

the oeni even when £ aid not

I

gd: a i
concern\his own wifel In 1805 he was depressed;in 1807 he had %he
Neaperalble omputy

sampe~=aar for hls sister-in-law Rebecca Linn Keese;and now in

feete,

ohadaw 20 adprz hersin,

1809 1living under the same swerd of the same depresstion

revisits him, . : o

C.Cco'zﬁwﬁ +s Mz f"\fﬂtm, Q({’WW—ZL@( Md)du‘(_

[Tt 13| to-day( generally bedtewed by speciallsts that a
M bek y sp

consumptive parent is liable to have consumptive children. 3a

\"-cw;’@ bane Hituee lfiﬁ’% @ﬂﬁif&@*‘é‘djﬁz~ v O L0t —?44'{7

ve 4he e

[d
(N 'Bro?m's case we have not the evidence we wish we might have but

8o far as we know only one out of Brown's four children died of
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<$hat disease. Tha.‘cf one,Eugene Linn,lived to be seventeen. In the

Lt

other instances the twins passed #® two score and ten a=% Mary

_ Law il
died at twenty. ¥t more to the poi’nt/\the two children who were

born 1807 and 1809 respectively were the short-lived ones. Such

negative evidence,if it is of value,also supports the idea that

n.&mxlﬂba&

Brown did not actually have iagdpéent tuberculosis of the 1u.ngs

earlier than 1806. So o Ay /L'&“-M Aone l;vo/o uo’t“fl"b ‘”‘ﬂ@w _
i Gy ameitig. S’Jl Vaens Yo ulecth Lonnls \ndthon deed ) A

Another ptece of negative evidence may be found in the letter
to John Howard Payne Jus-t given. The reference to the “destiny
of a man past thirty* gave him an opening which would psebeaiiy

nave elicited a suggestion of his 111 health. |Jha oueew « Telong,

1
That Brown's health was not good 1S clear,that he was not robust

at any time o_r his life 1s nothing unusual in the lives of liter-
ary workers,but that he was sick all the time and fought,in silence,

the so-called white scourge,is pwobeddy an ex post facto invention.

n<
SO-%-ha-t,Qn the whole,it appears that ese cannot accept without

qualification the velief that Brown fought consumption for any

length of time. Of course we realize that ir 1t werel‘b-me 1t would
andoubtedly allow us to gloss over certailn defects of our author
1 Joan E. Hall,Portfoljo 1824,Vol.XVIII,p.495 rz2membered nis

"attenuatad I‘igur“, M*k.ué‘dy Laéﬁ, Wap @ lndeoteg q, 1809 |
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with a veneer of mawkish sentiment such as many find in the usual
accounts of the lives of other authors. In Brown's case we are only
interested in what is true.

Viewed in the 1ight of present-day medical science it is clear that
Brown probably had had touches of incipient tuberculosis of the lungs
at several'times of his life--notably in 1793 when he first went to

1l

gonnecticut and possibly in 1799. But then that is not so0 uncommon as
many telieve. Post mortem exauninations invariably show traces of walled-
up bacilli even in the lungs of people who do not die of the disease.
The day of panic in the matter is dead! All of us occasionally have the
germs in us;in fact it 18 generally claimed by the specialists that 98%
of all people have some form or degree of it. Evidently nature has in-
stinctive means of counteracting it such as the patient feeling “out of
sorts* and going orff for a rest or vacation where he does by instinct
just what will stop the process of disease development. Probably the
best case of this kind is that of Shelley in the spring of 1815 when he
travelled on the continent,lived in the country at Bishopsgate Heath’

and took a boating trip to the source of the Thames.

1 In 1796 he had a short breakdown at Dunlap's when exercise put him
back on his feet and there ig no hint of tuberculosis.
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Lowered health,not the bpest of health and what you will of
/*LL Jl 4hdt'vzhL‘4 wa»d;
sinddar sipertoneds Brown went through several times before 1809. At.
Mwm ”e may have dled a sulcide; any number of times
he ran the risk of being murdered by Indians; he may have met with a

fatal accident at the overhanging cliff of Higby's mountain or at East

'“fLauQ
Rock New Haven in Connecticut; he ::2y-anar dled of yellow fever:;—e-

or any other
cause of mortality may have suddenly snatched him off; any one of these

chances were possible and if any one of them had proven to have been

i A Toam ot

his rate 1t is stilygprobable that he would have be#®€ in his lungs the

proof of one or more arrested attacks of incipient tuberculosis. That

Wow
he finally found himself in such a set of circumstances as to be physi-

cally and mentally non-resistent 18 one of the mysteries of the &ivine

L\MM
order of Brewn-lg arlfairs. However it will soon appear that he, 1like his

best friend Elihu Hubbard Smith, was to be a victim offered—on—tho—aitar

of the medical ignorance of those days which fortunately for us are in

X deatt

the past. In Smith's ewee we have seen it was total tgnorance of the

origin and treatment of yellow fever-—in Brown's it was not in small

ﬂbpucéf

Part the keife of a phlebotomist! | .

X 4 QJ(MM‘ x“_i_iwz G.L}ML 'Fo, §.2 87 c;:\'% an axticle o
L- :Gazh

N Cr oY an \v\o—t. “1"H:l- 4‘“9“0—3»_\ @y\, w\\c,\d' a~v¢ QMV\.U‘QA
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v et :

Sometime 1n/\1809. the fourth and last child Mary C. was born.

What the initial of her name stood for 18 not Enown; it may be
ot Chudchmena,

for the early ancestors the (HaytonsA Howewexr We do not have to

A (W /ﬁ"; ‘“dtﬁ—:u L .
g0 far to find the—eibgitn—ol the bapple—Lizsld nameAMgh‘m adl \%

’Zh% ye b1 o —

not mention 4% in the latter which e wrote to Mary Linn

endd fabe ==

from Hoboken,xw—i‘-ene& it SGG?M FTxxt he—xnane ceme
from his witty sister-in-law the Julia of the Literary

2

Magazine portraits. re—lqek—of-mention 2
cos : as not Illl later than

emain at home. Thischild named Mary only lived unti

She dizd w 1529 [t ‘
So far as we Know she~did not &te of consumption.

1 Egle:Pennsylvania Geneologieg,Hirristurg,Pa.,p.327.
2 VOl.II,p-g.
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The memoir by his wife in-the—Beston—1682T-¥Wielend though somewhat

confused makes clear that Brown ended his literary work in the
—_ &\«o(rm(rz‘l W plans (e ~

autumn,\of this year. That means his published works and others

w el '
that he left unrinisned‘ Some 0f his—abdosted-wonlk had bDeen
started at.an-early—-dade,as early as 1804.
s

1
Besldes the Geography,Mrs, Brown mentions a work Rome during

the Age of the Antonines which Brown 18 said to have hoped to take

to England and publish there. The general plan of it was also

represented as similar to Anacharsisg'—fraveds—in-Creece,

\,\Hﬁ*— W G 2,

What 13 commonly Xnown

R L LAV EL N Lt

: 2
Voyage du jeune Anacharsis en Grece par Jean-Jacques Barthelemy,

translated and 1issued in 1304 at Philadelphia in four volumes, 2%

<Iraxels gl Anacharsls the—Yeundel-di~ohadag. For Brown to construct

a history of Rome under two particular rulers to the scheme of

Bartnelemy\\«u would have needed only slight rebuilding for a—”’z

(it o emoensonsfaoard) <

.13 am excellent{model) Whether temmelig would have followed the
French edition and opened with an account of the author is vewsy

BEeR~te~bd doubt;ﬁp—for Brown never gave any account of his own
1 Punla) ind Allsn do not menzilon 1t.
2 1

r3t 211itlon 7 vols. in 8% ind one in 4° was published by
idot 17%3. Tn2 ¥rencn edition used i3 tne I‘ourt‘n,l799.
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life in any publication he made--he ﬁas too extremely modest to do
any such thing. If 1t was to be.publisned in England it 1s possivle
his brother James would have been the one to oversee the publi-
cétion and he mignt have planned to have Brown's wife or some
friend supply such an aécount for the work. The preface or
"advertisement” 1s usual and would have been followed by Brown.

The chronological table of the history also could have been follow-
ed. To have imitated Barthelemy in his first volume and give any
abridgment of the Roman mythology and history preceding the age

of the Antonines was not Brown's usual method in any of'his works——
he provably would have followed his custom and confined any such
gsetting or preparation to foot-notes. The part of the extended
study of the arts,such as the drama and music,was a detall of
especial interest to Brown and would undoubtedly have found a

place in his work. The eighth volume of plates would appeal %o
Brown in any year of his life but it was not given with the trans-
1ation issued at Philadelphia,it infringed on his projected geo-

graphy in the matter of the maps and the views and it is clear

the American publisher did not intend to go to the expense of having .
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any plates engraved. The tables of volume eight would have mwroved
3 very useful part of his work if he had used them. In Barthelemy's
sase they were not made by the author--assistance for them was ac-
knowledged in the introduction Vol.I,p.vi. In Brown's case we know
he himself would have patiently supplied such a detall. The geography
of volume eight was not used in the translaqion 1ssued at Philadelphia
and it is imprebable he would have repeated what more properly would
have made a part of his geography as projected in 1809. Some of the
dialogues of volumes seven and eight may have made some impression on
Brown but it is certain they had no influence on any of his published
dialogues and may not have becomeé a part of this work. We know he had
given up thls type of Riterary presentation some years earlier
than this work could have been planned.

How Brown happened on the model is ®Bejdent for there were a number

1
‘of editions in French and the English translation which was also

2
1ssued at Pniladelphia in four volumes made 1t unnecessary for him to
nave used the Feench original. His interest in Cicero and his
xnowledge of Latin were a part of his

Proud school education and his Thessalénica and Death of

oL Aninnarsis taz Youngor
th Sentury u=zforz tne chr

1 fravel L Grzece during thne middle of
tian Asra,translated from the

i3
tae Four nriztialg
Freuch of Atb2 Bartn2lemy by Villiam B=2awiont,7 vols,Svo,London
1791. ‘
2 By Jacou Jomnson who miy hive veen the same J.Johnson who i3sued
Volney's Viaw at London 1n 15805.




1874 ¢
Cicero are enough to indicate that he had no short acquaintance
with Roman history.
1l ,

The selection of Barthglemy's great work,which is a wonderful
storehouse of Greek 1life and history derived from the usual
classical sources,is characteristic of Brown's excellence as an
autnor. He never took mean works as models even in his fictions;:
so that this projected history of the Antonines of Rome promised
exceedingly well.

The selection out of all Roman history of that particular age
of the Antonines 18 peculiarly valuable as characteristic of our
author. Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius were the fourth and
firfth of the good emperors of Rome. Their reigns,138-161 A.D.
and 161-180 A.D.,are immortally famous for domestic tranquillity.
Gibbon cites them as the naypiest on earth when the only object
of government was the felicity and prosperity of the people.
Though the emperor's lives were devoted to the Stoic philosophy

of virtue as the only good,their wives,Faustina the mother and

Faustina the daughter,are represented as most profligate,as {f
1 The infiusnce o7 Rartneliemy's work in th2 United States was not
eonlired to Brewn. James uuHDDTY al30 wrote 3 workx based on tne

Travels of Anacharsis about 1810. @#,F.J.Brown:Sketch of “the
EIf ;B31fTmora FMtryland Historieral roiety) 1R77,p-42,
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the 0ld idea that opposites attract were true of those two great rulers.
If we assume that Brown's work would have confined itself to the

title given by Mrs.Brown we cannot fail to notice that within those
confires Brown would have rognd-many of the topics orf powerful appeal
to him. The immorality and failthlessness of the Faustinas,together with
thetr contrast to their'husbapds, the theatre with its amazing pic-
turesqueness, the plague in the army and at Rome, the mystery surround-
ing the death of Marcus Aurelius, the nobvility and dramatic power of
his acts and sayings and the occasional introduction of the Christians::
would all afford Brown a field of action wherein he had proved himself
a master. Probably no other forty-two years of any history would

petter illustrate the penchant of his interests.
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In contrast to Barthelemy's work which covered the entire interest-
ing irformation of the older empire of Greece,Brown selected the
happiest short period of the history of the Roman republic. It was a
supremely intelligent selection of a time that not only appealed to him
but could not help but have an interest for all humanity for all time
in a republican country. His work could not have been 80 full as Bar-
thelemy because if Brown had had the time to study such a formidable
1ist as four hundred and sixty authorities he would not have had the
inclination. We have not a single work of his 1life that shows any
continuous patient écholarly research such as Barthelemy pursued. His
Geography promised something but he only completed a part of it. The

American Register with its research at vest took no longer than six

months sustained efrfort to produce a volume. Among his other works the

Dialogue on Music and Painting and Alcuin are very falr examples of his
limited powers for literary research: To have done anything approaching
Barthelemy would have demanded an ability Brown never showed himself to

have had.
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The unsatisfactory record of the character and existence of this

work of Brown's is to be regretted by any one who has followed

his career. The complete disappearance of the manuscript can only

be considered as a real loss.

1
From the Collections of the New York Historical Society we learn

that on the 4th. of September Brown was elected an honorary member

of that excellent institution. Whether he attended the elaborate

1 New York,1l&lk ,Vvol.II,p.xviii. Kelby's account of the scciety
(¥.7v.,15C05,p.95) gives the date as 1810.
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ainner at that meeting of the society 18 not known but is

doubtful. Likewise we are not sure of the date when he returned
to Pniladelphia.

It has been sald that avbout this time he was accustomed to
wander along Independence Square;with nhis hands behind his
back and his head bowed down. Of all the absurd ways of holding
his hands,behind his back 13 the least characteristic of Brown.
He might have held them listlessly at his s;des but hardly
at his back. The same account 3ay3 no one knew him and he
*purn=24d the midnight oil”". Alas,poor Yorick! Where are all
the well-xnown fellows now? Where are the social.and business
_ men of his day? We may have heard of them once since their
desath but they hardly are th=s cause of one
essay almost every year for more than a hundred

years. But 3uch a statement doés not accord with the factg—-
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Brown certainly was known by many—his circle was .a:large one
and he was prominent in it. Another writer,who shall be unnamed,
nas made the silly incompiete statement that Brown took walks
with his wife Eiizabetn just verfore his death,but why at least

some of the four children were not taken along,is not mentioned.

—
Aceording to Scharf.and-Westeess Sully the painter gave auo’“ﬁb

OC“MM'E\TC, ke Q'z;\““'-
s-nea-;—r'tegaﬁ_p.tga-re of Brown to that unreliable genius John
who i e 73 of
Neal, Hhe—pagsagewas givervy Nezl in Blackwood's Magazine for

Octover 1824 and—resds—itire—the—jowrmatist s avCount—otamr

innssant—reaty IO C U S ettt g o—
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*I saw him a little vefore his death. I had never
known him--never heard of him--never read any of his
works. He was 1in a deep decline. It was the month of
November ,--our Indian summer,--when the air is full
of smoke. Passing a window,one day—I was caught by
the sight of a man--with remarkavle physiognomy--
writing,at a table,in a dark room. The sun shone
directly upon his head. I shall never forget it.

The dead leaves were falling then. It was Charles
Brockden Brown.'

With so defective a knowledge of nim it would be interesting
to us to be told just how Sully was able to recognise Brown. As
we shall learn later from Brown's wirfe,EfcBrown was writing he
was not deep in decline;in fact it must have been early in
November if Sully saw him at all. So far as we kanslearn Brown's
study was on the second floor so that it would seem to be impossible

1
for him to see Brown as described. According to the Life and Works

Sully must have been a magician of unusual telescopic vision for
he was in Ingland in Rovember,having sailed 10 June and a4id not
return until a month after Brown had died. On the whole that

Sully picture appears more like a painting by John Neal.

of Thoma3s Sully,Pniladelphia 1921. ﬁ?kﬁ «é%ﬁﬁzz
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George Lippard practically went insane over that picture of

supernatural exaggeration and when he came to rave against the

public he represented Brown to have died of a broken heart—a

suggestion which is as untrue as Keats' supposed death by a

similar cause.

Provably the wretchedest and unfairest plcture ever given of

Brown 1is that in the Rambler's Magazine for 1809-10 by the unidenti—

1
fied "Perambulator®. Whether the author would have changed nhis

Journalistic smartness had he known the facts is improbable for

even while writing 1t the magazine had a Damoclean Fate hanging

over it and did not survive its brilllancy dying with a sort of

a puerperal fever in the act of parturition.

The picture reads:

‘During my short stay in Pennsylvania,I7had a violent
inclination to pay a visit to Arthur Mervyn2Brown,to
observe how far his genlus was exalted or debased by

1 He provably velenged to the Irvirng-Paulding group.
2 I7f we must do thiz sort of latelling it would be better to
ge:lect a2 more widely known work of his--Wieland,
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froats or fogs;but I learned thit he secluded himself
altogether from society,for the completion of a volum-
inous work,l proving beyond contradiction that human
nature i3 very miserable;ihat it never was more happy
than 1t.now is,and never will be;and that the most
delightful thing on earth is conjuring up ideas of
wretchedness,and wetting at least three napkins every
night with the tears which refined sentiment#and nil-
anthrophy must naturally-excite. It gave me satisfaction
nowever to hear,lnadvertentlg.that'Mr.B's genius 1is
completely defendéd from the effects of the atmosphere
by a dense vapor eternally floating between the skull
and the pericranium,which becomes heavier # and more
tenacious whenever his fingers come in contact with a
goose-quill."

y

Aogording to, Dunlap

*On the tenth of November 1809,14 was attacked by a
iolent pain in his side,for wpfch he was bled,and
r&ired to his chamber to be rsed as he thought for

nh 18 the testimony of oxe who witnessed with the
terfderest anxiety his protracikd sufferings,nis beloved
ompanion,his nurse,his wife."

1 The greoat work of nils g=3o08rapay.
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