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CHAPTER XLVIII ' 1982
THE COURT OF. DEATH
1810 Aetat.’§

s

According‘to a family legal document on the ninth of February
#
1810 Erown's brother Elijah,Junior bound himself by a bond to
Charles Brockden Brown or his heirs,etc., in the sum of ten
thousand doliars, the interest of which was to be held in trust
by Brown the now only surviving executor offthe will of his
grandmother Ellzabeth Armitt for the use of his mother Mary
Brown, on conditicn that the payment.of five thousand dollars
woulid cancel the tond,the other five thousand dollars being
represented by a mortgage from Elljah Brown Junior to Charles
Brockxden Brown as trustee an a lot orf ground 25 feet $ inches
by 300 feet on the west side of south Second street, on con-
dition that the payment of five thousand dollars and lawful
interest would release the estate so btound. On the outside of the
bond 1is probably the latest signature of Erown now in existence. In

1

signing the acknowledgment of the recelrt from Elijah of $2,500-
on account of the bond we can easily see in the formation of the r
1 There are also recelipts of Elijan,Jdr., Armitt and James

ihrough his aitorney Armitt, of thelr respective shares and

the promise Of them to pay the Interest to Mary Brown during
her 1ifTe.
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and the characterlstic flourish at the end what appears to be the
strain or dirfficulty under which he wrote, it being probable ne did
the writing while sitting up in bved.

Time and fertune navehthus conspired to leave testironials of
Brown‘®s ridelity tc the trust imposed in him by his grandmother
and the scrupulcus and business-like attenticn that he gave to
tne welfare of his mother even ;hen on his death-ved. The plcture
of him as an impractical dreamer,incapatle of caring for money and
according to traditicn carrying it in his bvoots where it was worn to
pieces,hardly applies to hinm when other people's money was concerred.
With brothers who were business men it is remarkable that this very
practical matter of the executorship came to him. Possibly his legal

training was one reason and the fact that he was tne eldest of the

granGsons 1llving in Prhiladeipnis at the time may have been another.
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From 1113 wire 1n the 18&7 :Bost.on memoir prefixed to Wieland, we

oty datitt. Cleod

~daerive the 3eed account or Brown's last sickness.It ﬂgiven essen-
¥ : fuanatws (o a
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He freqgently nprc«scd his resigna 101 ; but hjsresifnation *

was not produged by _apatliy or pain4fof while he bowed
with submission0 { ine " he felt, with the ks 1
sensibilies] his separats onTHhgse who madethis world but

o dear-to-him.  Towards the wke of death_wathi-
out disguise, and app [={fiends for

el "‘-ﬂhﬂLWhilclSiuing up in bed, he fixed his eyes .
on the sky, and desired not to be spoken to, until he should ;

first speak.:'i In this position and with a screne countenance, !
he continued some minutes, and then said to his wife, * when .
I desired you not to speak to me, I had the most transport-
ing and sublime feelings I ever experienced. I wamed to

<encinded with requesting horto—roreinber—the—etretn- :
mmm'

MMWMMM On
the morning of the 19th of .thm,_ma.n.th_, his—anaious-family
Jth emotionse: -

enjoy them, and to know how long they would last’ "o 3

e

s ] e P
Mm_pme. He thou«haﬁﬁmek 17ing st sdciisse:
,—{-LQ At “mRGetss family and friends were aemerrbted_reuad-his—bed.

¥ [.“ de  He addressed them Wﬁlv with i) ¢ tenderness
and affection. ii 'm&cd,_hw&ar 1hree days lenger,

- A A
—H P \._L conversi as, usual with perfecy composure o and self-posses-

&“""‘“‘-‘-‘z/l’(:-& 2o~k “i.
Bes tawo—te—fast—isat
. gt

v

3

s, Brown

the whole Hhid

1 Dunlap:as.
2 Dunlap:until he first zpoke.

cnttod 15 by
o2 -I’.«.m_'
JLM&%LI w—tiuﬁt

ston. %n whe -2d the&ml—sm :mdr—wﬂ-}-z—-olem a,f

ancestors) on

descendaryts have

not markxed hisﬂf&ee aB 3 hone. Many
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for ApRil 1813 gave Juat a short note t

“Charles Brockxde rown lived to bte a happy and beloved
husband and fa r,and died of a pulmonary complaint
in his native-tcity,Pniladelphia,after distinguishing
nimself fop his literary taste and acguirements,cut off
1 career to fame if not to fortune."

Later when he to the actual viography he for the only time
1
becanm ouchingly elojuent. The passage reads:

" 1\had ever been an object of the most ardent
fection tolhis ow tamily, and became equally dear to thp're-
latives of his wife. \Her sisters were adopted as his oyh, and
on the loss of their fa¥ger, 4e became a father to theth. Ever
veady to interest himselXfor the unfortunate, to gfise the un-
wary, to assist and encouXage all ; how pecylarly dear must
such @ man have been to ¥ose who were feculiarly dear to
him. Though attached to th¥geclusion #f the closet, though
he would for hours be absorbedNa arghMitectural studies, meas-
uring proportions with his compad¢s, and drawing plans of |
Grecian temples or Gothic cathggfal\ monasteries or castles, |
though addicted to every kind/bf abstrigtion, and attached bip' |
rabit to roverie, ke would ak off with Yge utmost ease from:
‘these favourite occupatighs of his mind, andN\enter into conver-
sation on any topic w#h a fluency and copiod\gess which ap-
proached to the trugét eloquence. He was neveNdictatorial or
intrusive, and alfiough pleased when holding dishpurse and-
conscious of syfierior coloquial talents, he was amon¥ men of
the world, opffoud and long talkers, generally silent, thodgh not '
perhaps a Mstencr. Though not imposing in personal aphgar-
ance angd” with great simplicity of manners, he was winning\in |
his gédress and made friends of both sexes wherever he feb .

thaf the object was worthy!! YU
fnr"' i
/£ /

Of the obituaries appearing in various publicationé }*? 1mpor-
2

ta&gaQnﬁﬂ_3Iﬁ_EH!;EEE-in#PGH%ﬁcﬁJﬂ—ﬁﬁgfégggﬁﬂglly Adna::;saff-%he-ena

by Br 'y el = ”

1 Voi.I1,pD.85-90.
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Tne first'éppéaredhz7 February,its guthor 1is not known though
A

.

‘4"/%‘”‘“"57 [y

suggested In the closing paragraph in such a manner it may be
Poulson himself, (. n...) bquqi AT £ oty et lood

"DIED,In this city,on the 2ist.inst.,in the 40th., LI
ef nis age of pulmonary consumption Char;es

11 known to the lit rary wor7d as tne au hor of

other productions of gﬂnius and merit. In this

g disrensation,it will e the source of con-

golation \to his distant friends, tc know,that he died

in the er)eyment of his mental chultiea,a Chr*stian,

full of the\hope of immortality,at peace with himself

and witr all\mankird. ;

The manners\of the deceased were mild and unaffected——
his attachneni\to his frierds ardent and sircere--his
kncwledge exteniyive-—-and his criticlsms were generally
admitted to e ay ute, 1ibexsNs and profound--and if,in ’f“\\

rlyadfe,he ifa 15ed e apeculative theories and
opinions, 1u was to\be ascrived to the versatile exube
ance cf a bdbrilliant\ imagination—--the unweargied ituUiqi“

- tiveness of a rich and active mind--and to éat never

gai% failing propensity td\ scrutiny and investigation,con-

WN seguent cn a dispesition to admit nothing on trust,when
in search of truth. He was Tlesged by nature with the
most facile Tapacity for\the acquirement of knowledge,
and having recelved a 1ii ducation,which he greatly
improved by study and resexrch and possessing,at the
same time,a laudable but mo¥est ambition for the acquire-
ment of literary fame,togethRyr with the most coplous
comrard of lamguage, and the Mappy art of communicating
his thoughts “with verspiculty d force,hne seemed des-
tined to become cne of the brightest ornaments of his
country. He was a~Pniladelphian birth,and resided
here the major part of his life. lived ir 1nnocent
but not inictive seclusion from tha\world,veing wholly
devoied to literary pursults--to a tloved famlily,and
tc the soclety of 3 few select friendg,to whom he en-
deared nimself by ths most amiable and\disinterested
attentlons—by his overflowing affablliXy,and by the
instructiveness of hls unassuming conversations.
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Few perhapy ever exceeded him in the varied richness
and fertility I his colloguial po ——and by few has
ne been surpasse in the candour with which he examined
the opinions and - -Bthers.

This short obitua the merita and memory of the
deceased,is the has ontaneous production of one
who enjoyed his and confidence from their
! Juveniie day well-—and now deeply mourns
ner he consigns the task
8,acquirements and lab-

of his departed friend.¥

é NV~°§;7 ‘u:%E'a_Véiﬁ\ﬂ“1<

The second one was copiedﬁfrom the New York Evening Post 26 February

by Brown's father wno indicated the authorship thus:

“The above 1s from the pen of one of his particular
literary friends in New York,A.Mecker.™

The name N—Ret—e>esr and 1s doubtless an error for Anthony L.

Bleecker.

\Qégi at Philada on the 22nd. of February 1810 of a
conswumption Mr.Charies B.Brown Editsr of the Ameriean

The private sorrow of a beloved wife and children whonm
death has prgmaturely deprived of everything that con-
Jugal and par@®xztal fondness 1is capable of bestowing,1s
the ordinary subjget of that sympathy which melts the
heart at the sight™Qf the widow's tears,and the Orphans
woea:and seldom does \he melancholy subject oceur with
more touching appeal toN\thi& sentiment than in the N
present instance. But theNdeath of this estimable man )
must awaken in many a bosom™\gomething more than syggiﬁhy.
Personal friendship,to which Qe gentle virtues of 8
neart,the elevatad sentiments onAhls soul,and the amiable
simplicity of his manners were so “well known,has sorrows
ol 1t3 own to suffer in the 1loss of ‘=0 enlightened and
intereating a companion. -

As a writer Mr.Brown enjoyed a very hig
Devoteld from his youth to letters,his actixe inguisitive
and ingenious mind was ever engaged,either d some work
of the imaginatlon,designed to analyse-and dfgplay the
nhuman character,or in some moral-or critical d»3quisition

h reputation.
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cal“u-iued to improve the heart,or the understanding.
Reliﬂuu;sning nowsaver lhe regions of fancy,and the
pursults of speculative xnowledgg Vr.Brown for the last
five years of his short but useful 1iife employed all his
télents and industry in the more substantial and profit-
ablé branches of science,——and the Americanm Register—

kind Rver at tempted in this country, exhibits sStrong markxs
lof tne\yigour and comprehensiveness of his judgment as

is3t,and at the same time presents a most laudable
e bf indefatligible~research and faithful compil-
ation, calculated to upholid and perpetuate the political
c¢ivil and s¥%ientific hkoto‘y \0f the United States. The
suspension oX this work along y 0¥ The death of one so
eminentliy Jua irfied to render it valuable and intersst-
ing must exei the regret of the statesman,the politic-
ian and the nis oxian.:

A systa2m of Geography on an entirely new plan nad for
re7aril years pas® occupied much of his attention,and
Jsm the Xnown 1qgequity of his mind and the uncommon
proficiency he nad. wade in tnis :ience high expectatims
have been Qnunrt*iﬂed \on the subject by those who have
perused the Prospsc uusxbuu diseases,1t i3 much to be fear-
ad interruotpd nis reaeax hes and*ﬂeath has perhaps irre-
treviably prﬂvenued this addition to his fame.

Y

1

0f a delicates frame of vydy,and occasionally subject
Lo spells of lassitude wh his studious znd sedentary
Nabiis tended .to promote,he was aimost a stranger to the
pleasures o* robush nealth:bub neither indisposition
nor despondency could repress the activity of a mind so
¥een in 1ts perceptions,and 30 anxious and inguisitive
in the pursuit of knowledge. \

dis domestic character conprised £every thing endearing
in a husvand and a father,nis sociald qualities inspiread

onfidence and rriendship,hib mild and bensvolent dispos-

,*o“ bespoxe the harmony of his mind,and the purity of
his morals emanated from the purity of those principles
which an exalted sense of his duty to Gog and to man had
established in nis bosom.*

When five volumes of Brown's American Register had been issued

and the work-seemed to ve setitiling to a definite plan the opening

of ths

8ixth musi have come to many a reader as a shock. Brown lived

only to conmplete the first volume for 1809 which a3 we may sse

must have been issued after November 21. The preface to the second

part opéened and closed a3 follows.
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anxicty and diffidence. In conscquence of the lamented death of

Mr. Brown, the former editor, the original matter has been sup__Phe:d
by another hand who unfil he was engaged to execute that delicate

trust, was & absolute strunger 1o the pages of the_ fegistege™e..,
we--Inevituble circumstunces resulting from the lamented death of the

former editor, huve procrastinated the appearance of the present vo-

47 lume. It is hoped that our patrons,will excuse what gouldnot have
been aveided..* . e -

el

g;—) i Tﬁgﬂrcsém number is delivered to the"prf.tbli-gﬁth unfeigned

Just when this volume appeared is not clear,and the identity

g anrl

of the new editor not certain. Volume seven oake-rorwasd-eill

1ts tridbute to Brown it the/open e American register of
& ' '
deaths. It 1s the tnird of was pe%-{j-gm-?cy by Anthony

AL
Bleecker or elaborategd by the new editor from the one by him,ard
A [ e i

e/

Al
A £n -A [ Arste
~rpada a9 fa 1nmh V 0!‘%{/1/‘4

M ON the 22d of February, '
/ 1810, fell a victim to consump- ° e . !
\_tion Charles B. Brown the €ditor {

of the Register. His health had g —_
been for a long time held by a i
precarious tenure ; inheriting ~~ 9 24
from nature a delicate frame of - .
body, which a sedentary life, ren- !

dered indispensable by his litera- |

ry pursuits, tended to augment.
; Early in life, he aspired to the -
- { / love of letters with an ardour
$ = ) +hich constitutional imbecility ra-
) ther served to heighten than a-
, f‘*) bate. He found in his own mind
ﬂj,"’ - such resources, hisattenticn was
(N so powerfully abstracted and en- )
grosse_d by his studies, as to ren- . ’lé(i) ; i
der him almost unconscious of | Y i/ éd/\’L
bodily painy and insensible of its . i s

exercise. on the alert in
uest of on, he patiently
enquired, he rdad, reflected, exa-
mined an: ompared, opposing
facts and arguments—the result |
/>( was a judgment luminous, con- |
sistent, and just. This habit of

5=

2

-
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investigation and research, be-,
came-at-tast so familiar to him,’
that it almost formed a part of|
his nature. The most trivial in-
cident which to an ordinary eye'
would be passed without cbserv- |
ance, was often with him a sub- |
ject of ardent curiosity, and was !
o appropriated 3s 1o lead to the
illustration of matters miore im-,
portant in literature, politics, or!
morals.} It is difficult to conceive.
what acrwisitions a mind thus n-i
stituted, posscsses above ordinary |
men.  Those hours devoted by
the generality of the world to'
collocuisl amusement, and which
the memory afterwards retains
no vestige of, were to him all su-'
bordinate to the zrand purpose of
his life, the acquisition_of know-
Tedge. Stedy and investigation
“lost the character of painful
drudgery, and assumed that of
pastimic and recreation.  In early
life he delighted o indulee in the
visions of fancy, and the produc-
tions of his juvenile pen, bear the
stamp of that character.  The
public have witnessed the success
of his reiterated attempts, and his
tales of artificial Jistress have ex-
torted tears of sympathy from our
cves.  For the last five years of
his lifey h abnndoncﬁhc{i‘egions
of 'l'a.ncy.,>and devoted himself
cxclusively to more solid and se-
vere pursuits. He undertook the
dificult apd arduous office of an
;"u!’*.}ml}ésjz,’ancl the American Re-
“mistcr is decisive evid@mee of his
skill and talents in that respensi-
ble department of letters, The
hubits of ghalysis/ for- which he
was so peculiarand characteristic,
were now applied to an object,
that above all others requires the
exercise of such talents. Added
to this, there was another trait in
his character, that peculiarlyfit-
ted him for the office of an anna-
(ist, the philosephic candour he
maintained inhis record-of politi--
cal events. As-an annalist inac-
cessible to the biasses of party, he
seemed more ‘“towrite in the
style of an historian of past agesj
than the recorder of thosepassing)\,
occurrences that tincture our pub-
lic councils, and embitter the
charities of domestic life. Ve
do but echo the opinion of the
public, when we pronounce this
Register under his superimtend-
ence to have put all dompetition
at defiance. ¢

149



The merits of this eminent

writer were rivalled b}‘ the vir-
tues of his private life. His

fricnds in his socicty fclt none of

that reserve snd uncasiness that

ﬁ‘t:ﬂ. inicllect naturally inspires.

is mild and unassuming manners
0 rarcly associated with superior
Laleatsy and bis hespitable heart,
rendered him the delight and or-
. nament of {ricndship. It was in
the endearing recesses of do-
mesic  life, where_ the jheart
warm with confidcuce, expands
and unfolds, that the character of
the deceased shonc with its love-
liest lustre. It was in the culti-
vation of thosc domestic endear-
ments indescribuble but by ap-
pealing to the bosom of the friend.
the parent and the husband, and
which Thomson so beautifully
expresses by tie gencral terms,
“ fire side enjoyments, hemo
born happiness,’* that he delight-/
ed to participate. DBeéncvolendt
was not with him a suddeén im-
pulse of passion, that subsi
with its cause, but asteady
and systematic principie of setion.
He had been so used to consider
the happiness ol a riend as form-
ing an integral part of his own,
that he labourcd with the same
zeal and perseverance to promote
it, that others do from sclfish mo-
tives alone. W¢ may be weil
assured that characters of this
kind, were ot formed to amass
wealth, or o catch the fleeting
and evancscent popularigy.of the
day—it may be said withoyt the
slightest trespass u
they are above thd_exefcisg of
those acts that securc the poses-
sion of both. They are formed
for higher rewards, the approba-
tion of those who know how to
estimate worth, and a self-approv-
ing conscience. Some may re-
gard thisas a portrait drawn from
fancy, would to heaven that it
was! While the literary world
has lost 2 member whose genius
amused, delighted and instructed,
the circle of his private friends

have been bercaved of its bright-

est ornarment, and both will con-
fess this isno panegyric on the
memory of Brown."

|44
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1 H
Rembrandt Peale,who 1s distinguisned for his portrait of Washing-

ton in the United States Senate chamber, may have found Brown's death

the inspiration of the flgure named -*consumption® in his coiossal

2 ,
pailnting the “Court of Death*. Peale returned to Philadelphia, after
various travels, in 1809 or 1810; he was a Quaker and moved in Quaker
circles; he painted among others portraits of Dolly Payne Todd Madison
and Joseph Dennie and he was interested in the literary side of an
artist's 1ife. Whether he knew Brown 13 not known but it would be
ramarkable if he d4did not.

The date of the beglinning of the *“Court of Death® is not known--its
completion'is spoken of in a letter of Charles Wilson Peale to Jeffer—
son to the effect that it was very near completion in July. The usual
autnhorities have thus been deceived and say it was painted in 1820.
How a painting containing twenty-two figures and measuring 13 x 24

feet could have been done in that time is incomprehensible. Peale's

YRoman Daughter* was three years in painting Being an exhivition

The ko Eeshind G myz«wf@m@”ﬁaﬂf hiliho o 16 b ot S

. - h useum
ALY cdwniyin, 25, dw@fqnﬂ Ldi(,}w mm u~+{;1 e@k;‘?. %%W&QQ
A &QQ:,) u.m:{’\n-w .y \.\..._\cLL\mQ WJ“AMM = C f’ea&cﬁ
i Information derived from Dunlap's Aris of De s;ggjnpniﬁ+on 8 1 .
Cvciovasdia and Mr.Horacs Wells Sellars of Philadelpnia. Jonn QEHQZ '
Neal wrote of Peale in the Yankse,Portiand 1828,Vol.I n 2190 but
thasre 13 no commensurats account of nis 1life aﬁ* WOTrXK.
2 A colorsd lithograph 15 X 26 5/8 inches,was publishsd by G.0.
Zoulton,N.Y.,1859. CSlton ownsd and exhibited thne picture. The
print i3 not of the DTDD‘“ Proporiions for 3 13 X 2% foot painting.
—_— X
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&8 begun as early as 1810.

Peale's models were his friends and family and some classical
literary conventionsa. It is said his father,iwo daughters,his youngeét
chnild and John Neal thus served him. By 1309 Peale had five children,
four daughters and one son (who died 1833%). The scheme of the models
used for the “Court of Death* may therefore be worked out as follows.
Fever 1s one daughter; Intemperance i3 another; Pleasure may be a
third; Faith may be the fourtn; the Orphan 1s hils youngest (a boy):
vhe widow would provably be his wife; 01d Age 13 nlis father (+Homer):
War is John Neal the one man who ®*discoversd®. Brown; Gout may be nis
broth2r Raphael; Deaih may be Blackstone + the Sphinx; Famine and
Pestilence (yellow fever?) may be the furies ;.13 Fusell and Con-
sunption may be Brown.

In general the figure of “Consumption® agrees with the descriptions
ol Broﬁn. It represents a young man of about his age,the expression
and hair are Brown's and the clgthing suggests a night-gown rather

than the classical costumes worn by the other characters. Posaibly

some day the truth comecerning this remarkable picture may be known.
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The location of Brown's grave 13 not derfinitely known though the
circumstantial evidence 1Is such as to lead to 3 reasonable conclusion.
1
George Vaux contributing to a magazine gives a Quaker record which he

had found relating to Brown's burial. In. part it reads as follows::

“The interment was in Friends' Burial Ground,Arch and
Fourth Streets,Philadelphia, 2nd mo.,az lSlO,a.gn thirty-
nine years; disease ydecay;Locality,rdw 18, Grave 165
District, Southern. The locality has no sTgnificance-—all
the early grave mounds in this ground were levelled avout

seveniy years ago and no interuments earlier than 1848 can
be identified.”

This record presents us with the story as it is usually given. It
should be noticed that it refers to the interment at the time of nis
deatn. The date 1843 is significant in the light of other evidence
tc be offered presently.

Ag suggested in the Vaux note the story goes on with the statement
that after the burial jhen the cellar of the Merchant's Hotel on Fourth
street was belng dug the excavated material was drawn across the street
and levelled over the graveyard,thereby blotting out all signs by which
Brown's grave might_be accurately 1ocateci.2 Those who wish to believe any

such desecration of a Quaker burial-ground are free to do so but it

seems hardly probable that a proper disposition of the remains of those




£
4993
buried there would under all the known circumstancgs be neglected. The

Tact that the locations were obliterated and no records kept suggesi

I that there was no further nz%imzor them;in other words,that the remains d?
all e sl M2 ) . ! 3 .
had been removed bew A4t
. éa
odes (g wory e ot ot Gravs s o
ﬂ.;(-EMA)t : S’*’M&" 1
_ In 1829 Samuel L.Knapp's testimony of his *hardly being able to trace ‘

,Zvﬂ'ﬂv;ﬁ arandoned 2 & r
Brown's grave," would suggest that the place was ﬁﬁﬁAa&

To-day the passer—by,walking along the sidewalk until an eeeasiesmad

ovening in the brick wall affords a glimpse within,will notice ™% ho

e i \QD =
indications that the place;was}eveﬂ Sl riat—erennd | In most
M e i
accounts we find the s+=rme plotl e&—greund clted as an evidence of the

wealth of the Quaker church near by. No suggestion whatever is made

\\\\jiij’if—was a graveyard:)sn Lhaet—omrtie~wIIoIT 1T 1S Lor reyeon—reaseonsvle
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In—this—connection it is interssting -te—primg—treether—oa—fow—facts.

;ng We know that Brown was buried in 1810. We nave dust seen that Knapp

Q@%W

Foumd the grave there in 1829. The Merchant's Hotel was not only there

when George Lippard wrote his article in 1848 but was in full operation
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as far back as 1837 when it was given in A Gulde to the Lions of Phil-

o ma | | |  —e en,

1
adelphia as a "new establishment just opened by Mr;Sandergon“ so that it

Lippard knew what he washtalking about or was any thing more than ihe
dandy he pictures gazing from the hotel porch on the graveyard across
the street,we must refuse the part of the story which relates to the
covering of the graves by the cellar-dlgging for the hotel. The chronol-
ogy at least appears discrdered.

After the apochryphal desecration story we come to that pathetic

account as given by Lippard in the January 1848 number of the Nineteenth

2
Century. At the time of the writing of that article he thousht Brown's

bod& was still there but he evidently 41d not cross the street to

see the grave. Even more significant however than the reference to the
Quaker graveyard at the opening of the article is the reference near

the close to one of Brown's sond as then living and wealthy. Lippard
laboring under the delusion that Brown's body was over the way made a
strong appeal to that son to take up the remains and bear them in triumph
to Laurel Hill,but so far as we know any such proceeding was then an

impossibility for ithe simple reason that they had already been taken

there.

1 Philadelphnia 183%7,p.54%. For an excellent 1llustration see Atkinson's
2 Veli.I,No.I,p.19 If. (Casket June 1837 pages 280-1 the acconp
(ing anmticle also sayirg 1t was "just opened". i
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Some unidentified "H.S." in strolling through the South Laurel Hill

cemetery says he unexpectedly

“came across the storm—worn marble monument (an unfolding
scroll ),set on a small granite bvase,2 hidden under a clump
of young trees. I was amazed to read thereon the name ¢f
“Charles Brockden Brown,died in Philadelphia,February
22,3X8106." "

This communication of: YH.S.* was followed a week later by H.O.r.
who told the usual desecration story of the Archn and Fourtn street
grave and suggested Lippard deserved credit for the Laurel Hill
monument but unfortunately neglected to investigate.

It seems2 unreasonable that any one would put up a sﬁone of that
character and with such an inscription merely as a memorial. It .has
none of the stamp of the kind. If 1t were locatad in a park or on
ground not given up to cemeterj purposes and if it gave more details
of his 1ife and work it might be merely a memorial. The location in

3
a well-xnown cemetery; the apparent fact that the old burial ground
was to be covered up so as to raise the grade; the age of the stone::
1 Accorﬁing to a clipping of unascertained 4ate from the Evening

Bulietin signed by William Perrine's Penn-name.
2 Glven as case-—-a typogripuical error.
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At the South Laurel Hill Cemetery there are no éfficial

records of any interment of Brown's body although there are
some of otﬁers contemporaneouély transferred there from
various other cemeisries. This however is 1lnconclusive.

From the best authority to-day we learn that the monument,as
shown in our illustration,has been moved avout from one location
to another. At rirst it was located as “H.S.* found it, on the
edge of the ravine which formerly was south of Nicetown Lane
( Hanting Park Avenue ) near the east river drive. ¥rom that
spot the river view is not an extensive one. rormerly there
was s3aid to have been a fine spring and some sort of a building
below 1t. The ground has been grided to a conaiderable depth so
that 1if Brown's body 1s there it may he under twenty or thirty
feet of earth. The monunment's second location was at the right

-+
(léoking north) of the approach to the Nicetowﬁ Lane bridge,a
spotl now covered by the waiting roon.

Its third and present location 1; at the back of the receiving

vault on the left slde of the same approach to the Nicetown Lane

bridge. It stands alone and 1is easily approached by the walk

that runs beside the foundation of the receiving vault building.
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The description of the monument by "H.S." does not agree with it as
it may ve found to-day,tnere 1s no "unfolding scroll* but a very sandy

’

crumbling shield on the front of an appropriate water-worn boulder sur-
mounted by a draped urn which probably does not belong t6 6. If the

urn does belong to the original monument and contains any ashnes they

provably are Brown's. Sir Thomas Browne's Hydriotaphia would nardly have

Fa

fallen on deafl ears if Brown ever read it. To read the inscription with-
out the shadows our illlustration brings out the lettering must ve traced
by the hand--the stone crumbles to the very touch. The present inserip-
tion reads:
“Charles Brockden Brown|Born in Philadeliphia|January 17,
1771|Died February 22,1810|Aged 29 years 1 mo|{& 5 days."

The shield on which the inseription is cut appears to have been sub-
stituted for the earlier "unfolding scrollv wnich,according to “H.S.*,
merely gave the name and the, death at Phniladelphia on February 22,1810.

According to the Quaker belief Brown's marriage out-of—the-faitn

should have kept him from burial in any Quaker ground, but 3o far as

we know, he never acknowledged any sorrow for the violation of their

1 For purposes of properiy resisring it the origzinal design of an un-
feiding sceroll in z2n imperishable marvle or granite should Y2 cut
with 2 asw inscription modelled on thne o0riginal but giving sddition-
2l detzlls of the man 1t memoriaiizes. The present loecation iz pro-
ainsnt though not conspicuous,as Brown nimselif would have it,znd
protaoly it #ill never again be necesgary to move it. Ir it is to
te permanently there some sort of 3 marxer might be placed on tne
former site bpesids the ravine.
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custom ssl the record found by Vaux goes to prove that the church
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did not deny him his firsbﬂfesting place amrorg the dead of the

,me"z
faith in which he was nurtured. TheAguaker faith =@e prohidiwed

=

any monument which would have marked his grave conspicuouslyﬁmif'af"Li&

nelaxe & o /.L&»M'Cfv‘ ol (Fo0.

Possitly poth these reasons may have peen of inTluence in the

rexmoval te Laurel Hilly On the cother hand from the original

f

plans 11 appears ithat the change was mosfly 3 matter of convenience

and propriety.ihe originators Teore-seeirng the time when the

c&r' ﬂh~it%¥a

growth of the city wou‘d maka 3 e impracticable.
Wf‘%’j ;gxﬂ. & S—{E,\.L %Mn-m /H-._/L WM Al Nlmirvrae
c k’_h.

YLippard in his snréisinc cry The Broken Hearted--

which Brown eeseals=dy was no*——tnought Brown preferred Laur=sl Hill.

Mvaa
The facts sgem to indicate uhﬂtﬁﬁe mEay--Rade Bbesn unconsciously influenc-

ed to the opinlon by some Xnowledge that Brown's bvedy ha?APeen moved
there. So far as Brown ever expressed nimself in the matter we only

know that in the 21 April 1793 letter he wished ne might be duried in
Glfe, bl wmamiese 17 %m&; he
itﬂhifeld Lqﬁgecticut.
Cold wi Lol rclTaied osauch a,wvdL cond Wl @ O azgh fii
Mwaﬁwwwhwhﬂ_i L—Za,‘.p(:fka':&v-h-c’ru%(
Fecommends - tRe—i-ded-. = =5 Laurel Hill %fiégkt-
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