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THE MD.lOIR OF LINN'S VALERIAN_ 

iao; 

During the early half or 1805 Brown published his most preten-

sious biographical work in the memoir of John Blair Linn. His 

~~ii~ ~ ko~-~ -2.w ~l+~ :+, 
-o.omest~OA.----1th tbe sn"cjeet was the ~v1otts reason for his attempt ... 

W,g ~at WOUll'l o-t-l?erw1 se appear veritable 11 B:aek WePk", but his bUS1-

1 
ness relations with the Philadelphia publishers of Ltnn•s Valerian, 

~narrative poem had not a little to do with his selection as a bio-

grapher. Froffi the view-point of the Palmers, Erown 5 of all ef t1Ra'a 

k 
t!'!-ende ana ae~'\:Hj,i:r::·ta:r;:i~ was possibly the most desirable, for his 

(\ 

reputation could te counted upon to command attention. 

2 
The reference to the u~acrad modesty" which "forbids a sarv1v1ng 

friend to prune or retrench• any part of Linn's work would seem to 

k 
suggest ~ had been asked to edit Valerian as well as to 

introduce it but the "judgman t" n:.ent1oned was ha.rdl.Y so "frail" as 

to lea.d hizt to attempt such an indiscretion. 

Though 1 t ia offered to the public as an imperfect ari •• j incomplete 

1 ThP. first book wa.s reprinted in the Burlington New Jersey RUral 
V1sJ~er 1L the numbers dated 30 July,6,13,20,27 August,10,17 
Septemter 1810. W1 th ~r1e exception of i:;unctuat1on and one para.
graph division it is complP.te. 

2P.xv1. 



1658 A 

work the preface by the author m.~kes 1t clear that L1nn,Aeraaied 

-He n1s purpoae ~Y ~!s 111B8~ ~.ad done all he could 

to the text of the three parts here published. True he 



hoped to write more but what was posthumously published by Brown 

had had its final revision at it.a author•s hands. 3l- ~ 4 Ql·tc~i.1 
1J.-Jc ~ kt>..l. ~(} ~~L~ ~~~ 
~ (..JJ..I. ~I 

%bat '~8 ~B 90 1 2 a~& made GQrtaiR ~ th~1period1Cal appear-
X.---- A 

~./ 
a.nee in Brown• s Literary lla.gazine =R' three selections til'all it 

• 
1 

9*i. signed 1.0. The first &.&i1tle4. Artaban the Robber comprises 

~ ~~ 
lines 339 to 358 3.lld with many st~ik1Rg &RQ Retewari1W QlWA&es 

cl~~ 
/:-Jla u 'tOCL 

ot the lines following from 380 to 388 and again with e~aages 

ot~ I. 
tollowing up to 399A In some cases the revision is revolutionary 

and many of the lines are not given in the book. All or them 

should be studied carefully by those interested in this particular 

departlhellt of early American i~"t::e.r:y wo..i.. Thti!~alment 
I\ 

appearAd in the November 1803 nwnber. The second eatitle! Alcestes 

2 ~k 
and Azora comprises lines 1 to· 8 and 18 to 77 of ~t I. j. <Jom-

parison shows again a surprising amount of revis1on,aew lines 

being given not afterward used in the book,many lia&s are com-

pletely altered an,1 ep1 theta aH bettered.. It is important to 

notice ~ this instalment appear3 in the same December 1803 

number as Brown•s eEW:'&er's notice of the rorthcomtng boo~lwb1~ 

l Vol.I,p.111 .ff. 



"We are.informed thitaN'lim- . 
tiVe Poem; built upon the early w.£
ferings of the Christians, . atid · m• 
feiided to illustrate the inftuence of 
Christianity on the manners of na'.' , 
tions, may shortly be expecle~ from 
a pen, with '!hich $lie public are 
aJrc;ady _a.Ctj_da!_nted •. ···----·-~ 

1 
The third selection is eat~ le'1 the Boar Runt and the Combat ~ 

~/{ 
compris~ lines 136 to 300 of ~ III. This appears in the January 

180~ number a.nd has onl~ a tew unimportant alterations. Having 

•!;£'!-tb~~~I~ -~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 
tried t'bAaA ill~~ ll~Elar94844~ on the publicA nothing further 

~~ 0.. ~v... .... ro..n.t~ =*" . 
w ~ '1~---.-1M-0\4-:::l11;;~-:) 

&eemio- .to bav11 seen done witll U~i ,eem until after :.Ufi.R ta,..aeath. 
(..~_) 

&:I t aU: C Ohs 8ftll If 1i >li l eaP" 

A prospectus was issued S.• t~i& WQirk,as mentioned in Brown's 

letter of B December 1804 to William Linn,but 

c~cl l,.t ~ 
been found. rr 1 t ~perhaps --eeme. new light 

the book ~ in ~~ of ~~ we shall ~~¥e to 

ag gopy et it has kor 
might be shed on 

derive atwr inform-

ation from other scattered sources. The most important detail 

which we should like to supply ia whether Brown or Linn wrote the 

prospect us • f" • \.-..tre'1 t J..:._ ~ i \,,.it- ,( ..;.,,._ ,_; ! 1.:11- J.....,... · 
~ .e, •••••.• -1: ~ q7 C)\-t" ~. ~ \~ 3 k ~ l,.e.,. 1~ 0 <.( 4-'1,. 

Poulson•s American Daily Advertiser et •ae 19th. of November 

~ announced the work as 
~-t--'--t:· 
~· "-'t.., 

was issued at tfilt4i it!llEh 
I\ 

.1J~ 
proposed so 1 t is ~Q~a'\1l:e the prospectus 

µ-
The death of Linn was a severe shock to all the family &ml- they 
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did not bear it in silence. Samuel Blair,his kinsman,ha.d the 

l 
tort1tude to preach the funeral sermon trom which Brown probably 

derived assistance. One of Linn's sisters,prObably Brown's wife, 

wrote a couplet elegy on his memory which also appeared 1n ~ 

2 
B••WllLB Literary vagazine.se •~at it WGQl~ seem qQiie ftatuPal 

.wiat t.he maft et lettexs wno had: max1led into tlre ~ily shonl.d 

beeeme tl~ ofttef&l bieg~a,~er. 

w..\7~ ~~Jci-
·Pe~ea,a Brown's position WG~lQ a-,~&ar to give him as severe 

a handicap as the others labored under; but it was not to result 

so. While he un:a.onDhHlly was surrounded by mourners and aliiR&liSh 

~e wae a friend of the.deceased he ca.me to \h1s work not only 

prepared to make ""- it a notable thing better than any other 

~ 
connection of the family could have done ~ he had something 

more ot a stimulus to excellence than an affection for~h!t author. 

Brown·• s brother-in-law was more than l:i&W:M~ not1.ble in his day. 

He was born at Shippensburg (Newville) Pennsylvanta,l~ March 1777 

and was graduated from Colwnb1a College in 1795· For a time he 

s.tud1ed law under Alexander Hamilton but soon renounced the pro-

tession and tu~ned to a study or theology under Dr.Derick Romeyne 

2· vo1.rv,p.31a. l Vol.II,p.,554 ff. It was revised for 
James Hard1e's Biographical Dictionary Vol.IV,Appendtx pp.1-7 
New York 1805. It ts notable for its omtssion of Linn's con
nection with the theatre. 



1662 
1 a..J. 

ot SC}>enecta.dy ~ He wa.s sought 'by more than one society b6 wa.s 

ordained co-pastor or the First Presbyterian Church at Phila.del-

2 
phia. in June 1799 .. arna 4ie4 i:B 18Q1l. Alden's Epitaphs gives the· 

inscription from the Philadelphia tombstone: 

0 !o the memory of John Blair Linn,D.D. late pastor or 
this church,who died 30 August,180~,a.ged 27 yea.rs,Dis
t1nguished a.s a poet,an ora.tor,a. scholar,a.nd a divine; 
beloved a.s a husband,a tather,a son,and a triend;a.s a 
minister revered;gratetul affection hath erected this 
monumental stone. Precious in the sight or the Lord is 
the death of his_servants.• 

The usual encyclopaedias and biographies give lists of Linn's 

crJ.'1. x $) 
publications but /one mention(the Poetical Wanderer, (N. Y., 

~"-~ ~-r.~ 
Anonvms. QA the poems and 1796) attributed to him by Cushing•s 

cr1t1c1am whicc he contributed to Brown's Literary Magaz1ne_under 

66~ 
the initials of I.O. && w~a.efi faetbue notice will be ta.ken 1n 

A 

our study of the •~i,&•iai: -wePit e:f thn periodical. 

Brown's memoir to Valerian, entitled •a. sketch or the life and 

character of the author~ covered twenty-two pages,set gerterously 

leo.4.cll 1n a size of tYPe small for a quarto page. It is approx-

1mately ten thousand words, the usual extent of sim~lar memoirs 

,.e~~ea ie simi•ar E&Q~ of the day. 

The title-page gtves no name of the ~!t':~and the means of 
I\ 

1 His 13 April 1799 letter to John B. Romeyne says he had a call 
to Elizabethtown at ~300 and parsonage. Ph1ladelph1a offered 
$1300 with promise of increase. 

2 N.Y.,1814,Vol.I,p.168. $Gao1-a.Cl.. e.t·.+,·,.,-i. r../71.. -
~ }. 11 t2.. ll .J 'IC I l ~ <I 



l 
identifying him is ~ Brown•s three initials at the end. 

Start1ng'6lth a tew details or~ ancestry,Brown follows the 

convent1ona• fl&R ot noticing his birth,his precocious youth,his 

extended educatlon,his study ot law under i.\4&Jfftfttt&i:" Hamilton,h1s 

dramatic compositions,his clerical training under Dr.Romeyne, 

his entrance into the ministry at Albany,his call to Philadelphia, 

his marriage to Hester Ba1ley,h1s ch1ldren,h1s prose an~ poetical 

publ1cat1ons,h1s tailing health and his early death. The conclusion 

comprises letters rrom his friends Dr.Romeyne and Alexander McLeod 

and a summary of~ character as a preacher and poet. 

As a memoir,.ma1al:y biogr~phiea~the work is well done. et ~}!Q 

iiographical dictionaries and works or ~similar character even 

1~ ~aa 9aeee et those which have appeared since Brown's memo1~ 

<k 
was p~~llehe~not -&11a equal~ it in thoroughness.et d~s11. ~ 

~ 
~a1aubury s~s ¢" th& el'ittctsm:=or '-eele&~aJ.•- •:tmce 1:R a measY:ril_ 

1~ ~ \\o 
a~~;r.1es well. =te iMs work er Bronu·e~ !heFe was 11tt1e e¥l:~&n.t 

a\.,~.1npt at. aMittal 11 terary cri t1c1sm in Brown• s handling of the 

'Ir 
works of Linn. What might pass for er1~1e1sm are ~ generalized 

statements,such as wthe poem closes with a concise view of the 

1 The :iuthorahip ·.va..:i a .r:r1tt1-~r of :10ii.bt to Ald;:.>n in !1i.3 ,Epj,taph~,N.Y.,l<.'c.,,,a_ 
E.ct.~tr'oVt, 1814,Vol.I,p.172,where he ;1.dd.3 a note "The l·ite Charlt~S B.Browne 

is s~1pposed to be the author of the much admired 1 i.fe of the amia.blf\ 
pious,3.nd. eloquent doctor L1:1.n." Evi•iently Alden h~d not seen the book. 

2 l{1iJ1'ar.y Q,f 0ri;J.ai_sFE:,:::r,y, ,19oi+,Vol.III,0!3.t;31, 



progress of genius• etc.,•some or which have merit considerably 

above mediocrity", "the mer1 t o·tliis pertormance" and the customary 

outline~ar \llQ wePk~ In these particulars it recalls the reviews 

Brown wrote for his American Review and Literary Journal. It is 

only when he has given the closing scene of Linn's lite that he 

approaches ...aai is real criticism. He says• 

'' All bis. performari:ce·s, however~ candour compeisus -tG : 
conside~ as preludes to future exertions, and indications of future excellence. \Vhile : 
their positive merit is considerable, they are chiefly characteristic of the writer, by 1 

suggesting to us what might have been expected from him, had Providence allowed ,, 
hi~ a longer date. 

Ire wa haxe see~Brown had previously given quite thorough 

reviews of Linn's works in his various editorial capacities and 

undoubtedly he now felt semev:Mt restrained by hi.3 atfini ty ~ 

~7~ 
tiw:t ae 414 Ret t:t'dftk ti jE&p&P t..e SQ beyond biographical details 

and general summaries of Linn's works. The Poem on the neat_~ 9t 

2 
WaB:_~lngton had been noticed in the Monthly Magazine. In the 

3 d. 
American Review &&a :t1ter.%:Q& J'our:aal.. we fe\i:ft4 .Brown review~ the 

t1rst edition or the Powers of Genius and the next year in the same 

4 
magazine he i\84 reviewed the second edition.et tlW same we~k- When 

1 P.xxi. 2 Vol.II,p.307. It i3 int'?.r'?sting to compel.re Br,., ... 1 1-ti-bb. 
m>?:::1r.1on ·~,.-: I:ii:-1r-: 1

.: '.tl9eril. O" tl=l.·':. Ilw~"'"'! of' waaait!ft.~ i::l this memoir 
to the review ~ Bro'lm \i1~1;1J&u1"Q"toa1.-,_ wrote for hi;:; lionthly Ma.g3.
zi]~_for April 1800,p.307. 

-, A:;il.,"May,June 1801. 4 Oct.,"N"ov.,:ind Dec.,1802. 
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W@ ;ee11u! ia study the Literary Magazine we shall find in one of the 

l 
Visitor essays which we shall ascribe to Brown, Linn's life and 

work briefly alluded to with praise. ~,,8Pefttly ;ae 1 ack of ext~n~e~ 

ar1t.1ctsm he1e was aa tac title 1na1eatea Ret enly a p~rt of the l'lan.-. 

o4' ~fie al:l'b~er but w1tteI the eirettms ta:nees nae asoe& sa ry •• 

~ ~~·h'c~ ~ 
Despite ~ deficiency Brown a&e 1R paii1Rg given an ad.mirabie 

picture of ~ poetic temperament though there again iftE! ~ork ts 

general in nature,ana !hight just a:e well have ~eeR applied: te ~ag 

~· However, the picture is one that bears repeated examination and 

C~r:;::;:.. -...~ ... ._ ~-' "Wi is not out or place even though it mlgAt• be~ eXhibi ted in 

s 
~QR~&e;4eft wt~ a person posess1ng more universal genius. ~ft8:fl 'inft 4t~ 

" 
A significant omission of commant even ~ gener3.lized ehar:te'68.t' 

2 
may be found in the mention of Lir..n•s Eourv111e Castle. we know Brown 

Mli "'"~ a lU!le tg Ii~ pHh ~c-~~~ and wrote out 

the parts for the pl~yers. For th~t reason we are doubly 1ntereated 1n 

Bourville castls •. 1iCJ.i ta1re niaae..-po:tl.xe 4t ten" '" f1nli tlato }ills.¥. Here 

where we might naturally 

expect more 1nforrua.t1on we t.'.lve f'iiled and h1ve t1ad to content 

1 Literary Mag~zir-e,Vol.III,p.469. 
2 P.v111. Smith recoras reading it 28 February 1796. 



1666 

ourselves with the notices found in the Kinerva_newspaper of 1797· 

A similar fault ts to be found in a break in the continuity of 

the biography. Brown was at a loss when he came to w.1•1 ef Linn•s 

youth and the reading he pursued when a minister. Jla1::i't W°iai{ RQ ?Pe , 
't'11T'i' of 'tQ8i8 + 1mes 1tl :biii lite 1e e. Blti'BiePy aet 9al:;r Rot made 

A.,,i8'N. omission which escaped .Brown/~ neitea ts to be round 

only by reading the verse itself. There we find eM o~ Brown's 

favorite methods of narration~tWhich should have had an unusual 
~ 

interest to and appeal for_ hi~~in t&e te:&; that the story is a 

tale within a tale, Valerian being the n3rrator secondary to the 

author. 

I.a.' The Priestley controversy is another case in point ana Wi not ~ 

elaborated as it might be,~speciallY when Linn was so much ab-

sorbed in religious work. Brown's la.ck o!' information GR ift&t 

0"'2. ~ 
~-~ 1QJ1l1.r t bpol.og1oal ~1a;ptt1!€ ha.ndica.pped him ae:rsaq ~!\El 1'& ii 

,Ye~!Mi•e he did not consider the controversy~ important.as i~ 

l&!!ld. n1m r g at t:td:.9 out c he ma: t t e;s • :i~ t aat ae it inay 1 wna t ha:s 1 t: s .. 

_pcetzlt.u tntef'eet for 115 1 s 1n tJ:iQ JHl:f'f.l:llel ef tl\c PP1estley Q.1irc 

e~ae1eR wit!\ tae similar eae wnieh we ha?e haa attr attthor c~rry 
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Occasionally we find complicated sentences so ~ we are 

forced to conclude the work was done hurridly. Linn died 30 

August 180~ and the memoir was not published until 

the new year so ~ea• B§~~~~~ had time to 

some time aft'er 

do it careful1Y, 

~ ~ 
al18e~~ he did have a lot of literary work on handi. 

A 

An example of 'Mte haste diep1a:,se4 is shown in the inconsistency 

of the statement that he gave up all ambition when he assumed 

his clerical duties. The memoir goes on to say ~ he wrote 

and published verses while a minister. The truth of the matter 

was as Erown knew only too well, Linn held faithfully to his 

literary ambition, especial!y in the poetical department,through-

out his e«te£Ral g~~Rses WI. life. 

However this and other details i&ai seem to ~e due to "fit hurry 

apply mostly to the handling of the material and not at all to 

' '\w-CJVt.. 
the length or the wer~ Had Erown been accustomed to repeated 

'ct-
rev1s1on there is little doubt ti:iat t~& memeial' would have been 

nm:eft shorter and had he been given time to recover from the paintul 

end of his trtend ii eeeme t&Bit the death scenes and details would 



have moved more rapid,'Waat t~ey woatd not ltaYe palle4 &ft t~e. 

rea~er a! ~hey &ew tie d other more interesting parts would 

have been develdped~-However the speed or the composition has 

~ 
its value in th.i.t it stamps it with its character ~e ~hat en· 

' LAA. 

t~8 w~ei-e ~he narrait-v:e mov~ under Sm 'lifte~ring destiny taking OR 

~ semblance ot \(" tr~gddy. 

The model or"ia.11 e&aract9P et werk,~ the memoirist,1s Be..., 

Jol'.lnson•s Lives of the Poets and ot course Brown's work falls 

far below the perfect Dryden, of t:laese imme!'tal ea says ,lacking 

its breadth and thoroughness and elegance,but it hardly descends 

to the level of the superticial..,;ela.ll Pomfret. 

At a later period which Brown antedated so ~ he wa3 unable 

I 

to study them as models ScottS1R ~1e Biographical Kemo1rs ~ 

t'A:iw •oFle e• Brown•a because of the greater repute of the subjects 

~ choae~ie memeit!tlt~ Had he written Linn's life he would not 
• 

1 
have improved it;as witness the memoir of John Leyden which in 

character is the nearest related to Brown's of any Scott wrote. 

2 
The one on Robert Bage is as far beneath Brown•a as Johnson's 

l Edinturgh,1834,Vol.II,p.137 ff. 2 Ibid,,Vol.I,p.441 ff. 



1660 
" 

Pomfret.aft~ was ,rg~aely ecutt'a lewee~ level 1R t~is claaa or • 

Two very interesting eeato11J1°ra;¥ notices of this memoir nave 

been selected from all those found. The first,already referred to , 

ia a toe' no~is in the literary 1nt?.111gence ~ Jeee~~ venn1e•s 

Portfolio tow taa 3rd. of November 1801.f.. ~ 1ea:di!1-e 

1-;.:---~.-: :. ,,~---:i"~.:;·- ~~~~::~~\,_. -.~~ ... :'~ ~·.;--
~ The f~1_end.s ~L~A~.,fat,e;B~~·~1qnJ~c:f~l~te-~J~~· 
ple~sure·~h~t •. pm~osats. J111:ve been 1 c:d/.h \ 

• John Con.· i:ti<f •na'.A?~PtVlis'C!.~.~ t~;ti.·f .· i~~.1-ff'~- -
:r~:~~~!1i!!i~~~r~~\(fill~~fir1,'·af~~ 
signed, in pakt,.to:illust;aie the'elfects.o-CrcJigion 
ot1 the manners of barbaromi nations.~j[.Ari. ad' 
ditionai value is conferred on this posthumous 
work, by the promise .Of~ Bi.o~raphy of its a·mi'a· 
ble and ingenious autl1or. This we· kqow will 
b~ writteR by a Man of Letters, abundantly .well 
qualified for the task, ·and not qnly'intimate wit~ 
the deceased Poet, but with all . the beauties of 

. fine writing •. -We wish this :work brilliant sue: 
.' cess, because we - have always vie\".ed the cha• 
: racter of the author ·.with respc:ct, and because 
thi: profits of the publication are de&tined for his 
bereaved family, who-, from merit, as well .as from 
misfortune, are entitled to the benevolence of 
every liberal spirit. " _ _ 

As in other instancea Dennie did not allow the matter to rest 

there. In 1809 he sviaeft\ly thought 1t worthy of resurrection ~nd 

2 
reprinted 1t in the Port€0110. 

The second et t~Q ggptempora~~ notice/ may be found in the Montlgy 

Anthology and ~ston Review tor June 1807. It rather tardily pro-

1 'I'l1-.: full ti tl·~ r"" 'ids ao.:.:; .vh 1~ E f r~ren~ly .. fW1 ffP#ttllft~1•~ 
-e'lltli1 !P'*fllaM• r·en~iit!lll x.'f 

2 .r tff•.l'-1.r.Y, p 9. 21-29;::. -:ouru 1.r.v, p-;i .129-134; :·,I-1.rch, pp .19 5-20 3. Un for
tur"1.~>~ ly for th::• -:jit~:r 1 s purpo.3e Of pr,?.St"?rVillg the memoir, tn 
s~x~ coutea four ptg~s,22-23 1n1 26-27 warA left out in th2 
m1£~ up of th.o> mJ.~'1.z.1n0. 



-tests the pub11cat1on of the work. IR »egaP4 te ~he memoir it 

merely spoke of +.. as ~1&8 gratifying to the friends of the 

deceased,and with a tew exceptions,which we wish Gardiner had 

stated,well wr1tten,--wh1ch surely ls damning with faint praise. 

The truth app?ars to be ~ the reviewer was ~ery unwilling 

servant in the matter. According to the recor.ds of the Anthology 

~ 
society t-iW Pe¥1ew et ¥alet1tM was first assigned to ~Thacher 

and later rto ~ Gardiner who offered the review on 21 May 1807~ 

\ .. ~ 
M----rte~r 3eemi' te 1*-ave ocmiret1 t9 •aae. a'd:gB.§'1 a that tlre •; ere-e 

!~e~gfi tHt:Ael:t7e~ea1y uot s J~Bl aaitmsie~'{"n pleasing contrast~ 
unsigned 

~a!:-8 jrisSiih...~eai we have the mention of it in theAmemoir of Brown 

1 
in the Goodrich Boston 1827 edition of Wieland. 

".in the year succeeding his 

marriage, he commemorated the virtues and abilities of his 
departed friend, Dr. J. B. Linn, the brother of his wife, in 
one of the most elegant and interesting biographical sketches, 
with which we are acquainted. It is, indeed, in our appre
hension, a model of its kind. The facts, thq_ugh few, are 
judiciously arranged, and the character is gradually and dis
tinctly developed with singular correctness and felicity.,. 

or course we should remember~ this notice was written by 

Brown•a wife,the sister or Linn,and its enthusiastic praise is 

1 P.xix. 





(Illustratton to be placed 

~ fd.ce page \ Ur \) 



thererore not \e ~ ser1o~aly egae1aePe' aa e.a impartial.e~1t1e1am. 

At the same time it is real criticism. But Brown's wire was not 

~bk 
the only one to receive the W&Pk favorably. Samuel L.Knapp,a 

1 
writer ot ~ taste and genius it not of popularity has claimed 

d-~ 
.ne wark as superior to most writings or the kind. Continuing he 

says: 

uBrown excelled in drawing characters,and his subject 
was ru11 of romantic beauty. The melancholy of the mind 
and imagination of both Brown and Linn is slightly in
corporated in the coloring or the picture. The light 
falls upon it as passing through the painted glass of 
a gothick window into the chancel or a monastery, throw
ing a religious solemnity over the group of the paint-
1ng,and the art1st,and all the scene around them.w 

on the whole the work has rew of Brown's usual taults or language. 

The only obscure sentence is to be found near the end where former 

and latter are contused,and while some Latinisms are present they 

are not 'SQ. obtrusive a! ~fl: other t1mt~Ree1 F 
I 

One of the not~ble unliterary characteristics of this work is 

the sameness of eeri~Nl. details in the llte or Linn and Brown. 

Both showed early literary tendencies,both were tutored to become 

lawyers,both had reserved natures,both renounced the law,i:er very 

sifiH:iar ~eaeen'&o\..both had touches or melancholy,both travelled tor 

health,both died or consumption,a.nd both died young,one at twenty-

1 L~(~tures on Ameri~a."'l Li ter3.~ure., N. Y., 1829, p .132. 



nine,the other at thirty-nine. That the more fortunate ot these 

two unfortunates shoul~ write the only account ot any length and 

of any pretension of the other not only demanded a real interest 

C~~A 
in h1s subject but also a great deal or l:lePeism,especially if 

(Jr 
Brown knew when he was writing tkie meme1r that he himselt would 

in all probability die a similar death. 

Faint traces of Brown himself may be round especially in the 

~~ 
excellent digression on the advantages ~ youth~m~tbes in a 

(school i;;: ~~s count~ and in the accurate and paint'Ul details of 

"'8. death by consumption. That he allowed his personality to creew 

into the memoir but not to assert itself too strongly is perhaps 

J-
the most remarkable thing about t~ wesk,and takes it out of~ 

real:li e' ephemeral literature to which it o~vio~ely ~a~ net 

i:-ea11yrbelongS\_~ more!than Scott's memoirs w»i:'\1'en for Ballan-

tyne•s Novelist~s Library. 

llloe .~the ~eat FlGCQO er ~1•1Di Brown dlO DerQ 1•~·-
1on on country 11t~;f,e excuse tor 1nsert1ngi\~ is flMi*il in giv1ag 
r---
the account of Linn's early lite,but our interest is-m&s~ly ~R 

t:b.e ta~ that 1t 1s a spontaneous outburst of Brown's own feeling 

and as such deserves quotation. 

1 Pp .1 v-v. 



" :F~rtqn-~-is-tliai man who has sf;ent anypartofliis early years ~at -a ci>untry 
scllool. In youth, every object possesses the charms of novelty; care and disease 
have as yet made no inroads on the heart, nor stained. that pure and bright medium, 
through which the external world makes its way to the fancy. The noise, the filth, 
the dull sights and unwholesome exhalations of a city are, in consequence of this en
chantment, ever new and delightful to the yO\lthful heart; but how much j~"plea
sure heightened, when the objects presented to view, and by which we are stirroun~rb 
are in themselves agreeable ! There is something in the refreshing smells, the gjen, , 
the quiet, th#&undless prospects of the country, congenial to the temper ore-human: 
beings, at all.ages; _but these possess ineffable charms at_that age, when the joints are l 
~-and elastic, whe~ ~e pulse beats cheerily, ~d no dark or~ens or melanc~oly / 
retrospects invade the Imagination. To roam through a wood with gay comparuons, I 
to search the thicket for blackberries, to bathe in the clear running brook, are plea- : 

I 
sures which fill the memory with delicious images, and are frequently called up ~ 

·afford a little respite to the heart from the ~~~s_<>_~~~~~~~'!U.e~t~ll':I>e!ience_-~" 
-~-----'---- -------·----·----

The reader cannot tail to reel the almost classical pastoral 

quality of t :bat. While not as perfect a specimen as 1 t could be 

made to be by a few alterations it is a very creditable piece of 

rytbmic prose and many a better known name than Brown's might 

gladly receive it as an added grace. 

Linn attended Princeton college but Brown at about the same 

time in life had had no such good fortune as to go to any insti-

tut1on of higher learning. For that reason his expression of the 

1 
importar.ce or the critical age in life is interesting asi~e from 

its application to Linn. 

1 P.v. 

_ -~ \ The ensuing four years were active and important ones. The moral and intel-1 
lectual dispositions, which men may possibly bring into the world with them, become i 
fixed and settled, and receive their final direction at this age. When the· appetites are 1 

ligorous, the senses keen, and the conduct regulated by temper and passion, rather: 
than by prudence and experience, we are most alive to all impressions, and generallyli 
take that path which we pursue for the rest of our days. It was during this period. 
that Mr. Linn's taste was formed ; and though his moral and professional views under-) 
went considerable changes afterwards, the literary inclinations which he now imbibed,\ 
or unfolded, continued to adhere to him for the res~ of his life. ' 1 ·-· . J 



Fortunately tor Brown a like inclination tor literary work had 

guided him. 

In other places WI ~Y delxt somewhat into the speculation of 

l 
Brown•s part 1n the theatre 1n New York,bUl here we find him 

considering the matter in relation to Linn·'& lite in a manner 

that has a double interest tor us. we only need to substitute 

the name of Brown for Linn and the following extracts will be 

Just as true. 

) I 1n a city where there is an established theatre, a young man, slnitten with a i 
passion for letters, can scarcely fail of becoming an asi>iduous frequenter of its exlii.bi- : 
tions. Plays form a large portion of the fashionable literature of a refined nation. i 
The highest powers of invention are displayed in the walks of dramatic poetry; and what 
the young enthusiast devours in his closet, he hastens with unspeakable eagerness to be· : 
hold invested with the charms of life and action on the stage:. At that period, some ' 
performers of merit had been recently imported from Europe, the theatre was, in an , 
eminent degree, a popular amusement, and Mr. Linn was at that age when the enchant
ment of such exhibitions is greatest. The theatre accordingly became his chief 
passion. 

v To austere and scrupulous minds, the theatre is highly obnoxious, not only as ; 
hurtful in itself, but as seducing unwary youth into collateral vices and undue expences. : 
On this account, such establishments are certainly liable to much censure. Whether 
reasonably or not, mankind have always annexed some disrepute to the profession of 
an actor ; and hence no one will give himself to that professi?n, who cherishes in 
himself any lively regard for reputation. The odium with which any profession is · 
loaded, even though originally groundless, has an unfortunate tendency to create an • 
excuse for itself in the principles and manners of those who adopt it. To make men 
vicious, little more is necessary than to treat them as if they were so. ,f 

In regard to the practise or law h:e found tn Linn the same 

experience that he himself had had. It should be remembered that 

Brown was six years older and he had taced the problem two years 

1 P.vl. 

\ t, 1'f 
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earlier in his lite so that Linn's struggle wiik tfte ease 

~1ff1e~l~¥ came aee~' eight years after Erown•s. 

r ~~lfl't 
G5• &: the most interesting cop~f~ or the book which has come 

1 
before the public is that with Elizabeth Linn .Brawn's name on 

the title-page. Not being accessible we do not know if it was 

a presentation copy from Brown. The catalogue er tfte P&leek sal.e 

speaks or it as if it were~ her handwriting. 

Atter ea& ~s eaae1&eFeQ certain noticeable details or this 

.Q,'bA.7 
work it ts of importance to remember ~ it ts ~Pe~a~le Brown 

did his part of Valerian me""~Y as a labor of love. It could 

'vt-
hardly be possible he received~ pay ror tae mem~tr; tor, 

as the,(iiotlce 4ft iBe~tfo~ils<l said, the profits of the 

work were to go to the 1sa1seat widow and children and any charge 

ot Brown's would have made smaller what was already too small. 

How many copies were sold we do not know. The Portfolio of 1809 

w~ (\.Q..~\4..-t-~~ ~ 
round it not at all a commonly found book. 

2 
Besides th(reprint in Dennie's Eortfo110 &* 1899 saauel Hazard 

thought the memoir of sufficient value to be reprinted in the 
'2 
...; 

second volume or his Register or Pennsylvania. The details of 

l No.595 1n the Polock sale 9-10 March 1904 at Ph1ladelpb1a. 
2 January 1809,pp.21-9,Fetru~ry pp.129-34 a.nd March pp.195-203. 
3 Vol.II,27 Septelliter 1828,pp.171-3 and ~October pp.178-82. 
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these two repr1Lts is a matter ~»iseitslly of t1bliograp~y. 

Thia memoir is a narrative of personal interest. In the study of 

Linn's character we can often see Brown as a friend scarcely veiled 

so that we have an intimate est1mate.1"fi: w:bJ.eil ~ost of the literary 

faults are URC.ou-g;e'11¥ due to the fa.ct that author and subject were 

related by marriage. The good po1nts are too prominent to be unnoticed 

or bel1ttled,a.nd among them the digressions are its master-strokes. 

They considerably lighten what would otherwise appear depressing. 


