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CHAPTER XXXV 1650
DOMESTIC FELICITY
1805 Aetat. 3%

However thriftless Brown may have appeared to be when spending
nis money freely to give the usual home comforts to his family he
was distinctively 1ﬂ character;: perfectly consistent with the tra-
dition of the money ground to pulp in his boots. His improvidence
was a sure sign of his hopeful expectation--in health aﬁd‘wealthr-
now that he was joined to a woman who gave exceptional promise of
being a proper nelpmate; So the year 1805 appears to be mostly a
scene of domestic felicity--Brown's own expression--pictured in two
letters written to and preserved by William Dunlap. AS a development
of the theme comes the eritranceé of children into the happy home in

Pniladelphia.
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The earlieff 4%tant letter efxihe-yesr | eca.lls e -utortun

S manager and producer+¥in Ahe theatrical speculations
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me’ and which eventually %egito

[ ®
~+8 which he had entered

l‘\"-é— )
bankruptcy s aréverjhim to give/more attention to the writing of

plays.

To W(illiam) Dunlap.
Philadelphia,1805.3

My dear friend,

When I recognised your hand in the superscription
of your letter, I opened it with pleasing expectations
of an intended visit from you. Little did I imagine
the kind of information it contained,and yet after a
little reflection my surprise in a great measure
abated. The dirfficulty in which men of business have
been lately involved,could hardly fail of affecting
you in the midst of your unprosperous establishment
more severely than most others. Your letter,is as
usuial,too brief for my wishes. I wish you had awelt a
little more upon your prospects and plans for the
future. You doubtless have formed some sScheme besides
the literary one your letter mentions. I am sorry I
cannot give you any satisfactory answer on the points
you mention. When your letter arrived C.4 was out of town. I

fibe 4 Grenne,

1 Arts of Design,Vol.I,pp.263-9. 2adeidenyVol.11,p.112 If.
3 The date esf—tRis—etde+ should be adbout March first (Friday).

4 Conrad. SuRlap -appeari-io have—hepsd—for—itersary—enpIoyment
DAL REOUZR-BRIFT R IIUS R348,



shall apply to him as s00n as he returns, but the app'f:catlon o
almost superﬂuous, as I know pretty well already the stat¢ of ’
hxs aﬂ'alrs You 1 may ‘rely upon my sclzmg the e'lrhest and'

' 'npre of your present situation, and especxally ygur

i@y, Though my. counsel or my sympathy can be ofz’m;,
y ":;p you, I am exceedingly anxious to know what,
a;ethut, and what you design to do. As to myself
Madygou judge rightly when you think me situated hapy 1
mm:lt way of life is in’ every respect, to my mind.. Tk
iskyaMing to disturb my felicity but the sense of the mesgs
tainty apg. instability that sticks to every thing human. I cgni:
not: bempler than I am. Every change therefore mu;r "&_/_‘—.7‘
..My business, if I may so call it, is_altogether .
atfe, md such as it is, it occupies not one fourth of T@
ﬁmﬁ,i y companion. isall that an husband can wish for%a&
W i@s to my own personal situation, I have nothmg;p
He) Af"*that it may last. These feelings would be thought
b)i sojne, to arise more from the narrowness of my desu;gs
t.ham‘om the abundance of my enjoyments ; so much the bct,
ter if;that were the case, for the more confidence might I thgg
entertajn_of its duration. I wish your affairs would pery
youtp. vmlt Philadelphia once more. - Meanwhile let me, Ibe.v
seech,you, hear from you. I have little doubt, consxderm r 4 .
thngs, ubat you; ”gext ten years will be happier_than the,m
m’#ﬁe& Ay - y

Brown's longing for better health. y(‘does not

.
at all mention or suggest or imply

—

So far as it is a

witness at this time it appears that his health/had no concern

2y v nea k¥
for himxfﬁigg*g;gginows he die%A?r tuberculosis of the lungs it

= D S
is easy »€X post facto,le-tlhis-deittesr a whine abeowt—his

o und
foakdli., It 18 handly to e suppose{ et he was unwell at this

time or foresaw his fate. With a magazine on his hands and an

occasional book,with a wonderfully happy home and hopes for a
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M—M—LHMW a man of his

Wao '
serious mind io-%ish-eady for a continuance of the present

Graya
@:ﬁ}f")‘
happiness. In a-fermer letter,.the—eme to his father-in-law, / 7
we have found the same wish expressed and in a later letter,
6 November, we ghall find a'fussher allusion to the same ldea,
whtek rutavahl w s oL av e kb, '
In the latter case 1t will appear eiswh Brown had been lead to
£ R .
express tibuseium h some thing he had been readinglauw & S (W l‘«:,
17 Wy Al oo hg A
neddontaldy |t should be noticed that thet letter O "ﬁﬂﬁ

,go«\(/’rl JZ‘\WJ—\ he / a

JXy. 6\) ~taind—-a hintf/that authorship was not ®e profitabdle: \business
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From the/diary of Brown's mother it may be learned that on
Saturday 10 August of this year his incomparable wife gave
Brown another happiness of domestic life. The entry reads:

“Daughter Eliza Brown|brought to Bed of Two sons|
Tenth Day of Eighthl month|1805."

—Browmale—2entlan 17 -NoRember—eofthetr—iavimg—had—twoTOmwtis—
oI T e wonthi—eeemto—indioaté—that-hi o fhitd—at—roadt—peerr—

1 Egle:Pennsylvania Geneologies,Harriaburg,Pa.,1886,p.327,gives
1t a8 September.
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Svoraddit. They were named William Linn Brown and Charles Brockden
Brown,Jr.
€l

Dunlap‘'s diary 1% Januarxﬂfpeaks of them thus:

"The boys continue to grow and to crow and to be
beauties.”

In Brown's letter,l7 June 1806,it is recorded that Anthony
Bleecker assured Brown's friends in Albany that these boys
*are the finest palir that he ever set eyes upon*.

and=apstress.

Pernaps as expressed in Edgar Huntly the independence of a
married couple having a capital of $7,508 may ve autovblographic,

but certainly the tradition that Brown had a hatred of dirty
k‘-tcmﬂ
and squalling children is og«}ntereat at this time.

The first ohidd,one of the twins[wss William Linn Brown, Lippard

- X
== Q}ﬁthb
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BﬁewnAjas wealtny 3t about the date of 1848. In the 1859 and 60

directories he 1s given as an attorney and counsellor with an

1 Ninsteenth Century,January 1l343,p.26.
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office at 215 Walnut street and a home at 1907 Pine street.

The United States Gazette for 28 April 1835 publishes his formal

admission to the bar as dated the 27th. He {8 mentioned as a

1l

friend of Griswold's. A kindly old Quaker gentleman of Philadel-

phia wrote in 1912 as follows:

I well remember his only surviving son,William Linn
Brown:at one time a lawyer,and I think,afterwards,pay-
master in the Navy.2 Years ago I met him on a matter at
his office. He was a mild gentlemanly man,unassuming in
his manners. He 18 scarcely remembered now."

Another authority says that he was a Federal Judge and the

Treasurer or Secretary of the Pennsylvania Company for Insurance

on Lives and Granting of Annuities but neither of these reports

can be verified. He presented copies of the 1827 edition of

Brown's romances to John Saviage and Ferdinand J. Dreer. As we

have seen in another place he also presented the manuscript of

3

L'Amoroso to Frank M. Etting. He 8till resided at Phniladelphia

in 1868 having married on 10 October 1836 Emily G. Burling the

F W n-

Prose writers,v.1l1l0.

The Bureau of Navigation of the Navy Department has no such
record.

The latter has a presentation letter dated 13 May 1853 pastied
in th2 Wieland volume.

Cushinz has attriobuted to him Scribblings and Sketches,diplo-
matic,piscatory and oceanic by a Fisher in Small Streams,first
and second editions,Philadelpnhia 1844 but a copy of the second
edition purports to be a presentation copy from the autnor Edward
L.Watmough,July 8,1844. Drake's American Biography gives the
author a3 John G. Watmough.apparently an error.
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1l
daughter of Samuel Burling of New York,and had by her (i )--

Virginia P. who died at Pniladelpnia;(il)--Laura L. who died
2

in infancy;(111 )-~Bnily B. who died at Philadelphia;(iv)—
Fugene A.B. who 13 said to have died leaving Emily B. of Phil-
adelphia. He presented the Sharpless portrait to Independence
Hall in 1876;and (v)--William Linn Junior of Philadelphia who
dlied 6 July 1890 leaving his entire estate to Louisa M.Brown.

The second child Charles Brockden Brown Junior was the twin

3
vorn with William Linn Brown and 18 said o have died 1875 in

some unknown place in the soutn.

1 Egle:Pennsylvania Geneologies,1886,0.327.

2 See the report of an Emily B. in our account of Brown's son
vorn 18Q7.

3 Egle:op.cit.. ‘
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The second 1805 letter to Dunlap has the confirmation of the

belief that Brown had not at this time any indication of baa
health but that contrary to many commentators on the previous

letter,his 1dea of the mutability of human happiness had been

1
derived from his reading,probably Gray's Prospect of Eton.

: 2
It 1s given by Dunlap ancd reads:

To W. Dunlap.

Philadelphia,(Wednesday) Nov,6,1805.

My Dear Friend,

I wish,notwithstanding my neglect of your last,
you had favored me with another,telling me how you
had fared,where you have been,and whither you are
going. I have been looking for you hourly this rfort-
night past,agreeable to your plans and prospects,when
we parted,but have neither seen you nor heard from
you. I must therefore,though tardily,take up my pen
to find you out and provoke some information from you.
What excuse shall I make for not keeping up the corres-
pondence as I projetted? I have none.I fear that you will
deem sufficlient. When I received your last,my appre-
hensions and

1 On a 4istant prospact of Eton College 143t stanza. The Phil-
adelphia edition of Gray published in 1804 hasz it on page 42:

2 Vol.1I,p.113 ff. ( "And nappiness too swiftly flies*.




, sey‘sdlat the, happlest m&nm snll;p
ery human good is precanous and pent with danger i

He of the acmdent by which he is liable to be bereaved
My domestic felicities were so great that I shuddere
approach of an event by which they we
eveng however came, and instead of depr
wife,. ded two lovely children to my :

KWy et

,J catmierpartslto each other, withfs

d"ec complete, and enjoyxné as fa';' :

\ t’ I was always tembly 1mpressed wn.h tbc ‘
and anxlctles ‘dmg the* care of infants, and was,

_cﬁanged for conﬁdence, and nowgat},er
ce, I’ ﬁ.n ‘and their mother ﬁnds that the
S'are a gouble joys : mst?fge of .
_nd now that I have told you my ;chief |
fours., Let me know what you have '
pro?peets a few months have opened te 1

endcd ym). When parﬂcularly
aj amOygst Us once more.
. ﬂus-......“__”‘:_ _,_‘, r _4 - ;4

REREIP D €. B. B

Near the opening of tnatAletter there 18 a mention of a con-
temrlated correspondence with Tunlap which meght nave extended to
the bulk of that with Bringhurst. But it 1s a far cry from the
introspective morbid Werthef of 1792 anad 1793 to the happy husband
and father of 1805,80 that it is not surprising he did not do
nis part of continuing 1it.

During this year Brown's literary activities were principally
confined to the Literary Magazine but,about 3 November,probably
1 With the freguent use in his fiction of twins who could not be

diatingulshed one from the other it seems particularly appropriate
for him to have them in hls own rome fcr ovservation.
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later,he prepared for the press and published John Blair Linn's
Valerian for which he wrote the blographical preface. The fragments

Carsol, the Carrils and Ormes also may belong to this year.




